[ AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A

BILL
further to amend the Seed Act, 1976

Whereas it is expedient further to amend the Seed Act, 1976 (XXIX of 1976), for the purposes

hereinafter appearing;

And Whereas the Provincial Assemblies of Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and ‘
" Sindh have passed resolutions under Article 144 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
to the effect that Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) may suitably amend the aforesaid Act.

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act shall be called the Seed (Amendment)
Act, 2026.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2 Amendment of section 2, Acf XXIX of 1976.- In the Seed Act, 1976 (XXIX 0f 1976),

hereinafter referred to as “the said Act”, in section 2,-
(a) clause (vi) shall be omitted; and

(b) in clause (xx), for the words “Federal Seed Certification Department”, the word
“Authority” shall be substituted.

3 Amendment of section 3, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, in section 3, in sub-
section (3), for the words “Federal Government”, the words “Authority” shall be substituted.

4, Amendment of section 3A, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, in section 3A,-

(a) in sub-section (4), the comma and words “, or by resignation” shall be omitted;

g and

(b)  sub-section (5) shall be omitted.

D Insertion of section 3AA, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, after section 3A,
amended as aforesaid, the following new section shall be inserted, namely:-

A

“3AA. Resignation, removal of Chairperson or members. — (1) The
Chairperson or any member may, at any time, resign from his office of the Authority:

Provided that such resignation shall not take effect until duly accepted by the
Prime Minister. L

(2) The Prime Minister may, on recommendation of the Board, remove the
Chairman or any member, if-



(2)

(b)
(©)

(d)
(e)

he fails to discharge or becomes incapable of discharging his
responsibilities under this Act;

he has been declared insolvent;

he has been declared as disqualified for employment in, or has been
dismissed from the service of Pakistan;

he has been convicted by any court of law ; or

his acts prejudice the operation of the Authority in any manners
whatsoever or performs such functions that comes under the ambit
of conflict of interest.”.

Amendment of section 4, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, in section 4,-

(a) in sub-section(1),-

(i) in clause (f), the words and comma “Federal Seed Certification and
Registration Department,” shall be omitted;

(ii) in clause (j), after the word “approve”, the word and comma “control,” shall
be inserted; and

(iii) after clause (q), the following new clauses shall be inserted, namely:-

“(qa)
(qb)
(ge)

(qd)

(ge)
(af)

(qg)

(gh)

(q1)

registering growers in such manner and subject to such
conditions as may be prescribed;

carry out certification of seeds;

perform field inspection of the crops of registered varieties and
released varieties intended for sale as basic seed and certified
seed;

carry out sampling and testing of seed lots intended for sale in
order to ascertain their purity, viability, germination capacity
and health status in the prescribed manner;

issue certificates in respect of seeds which meet the prescribed
standard of particular category of seeds;

carry out post-control trials on pre-basic and basic certified
seeds;

perform sampling and analyzing seed lots delivered to the
processing plants to establish a basis for the purchase of such
lots;

arrange training courses for persons engaged in the seed

business;

conduct pre-registration checking of varieties of both public and
private sectors submitted for the purpose of-

(i) determining agronomic value regarding regional
suitability for registration as a plant variety or hybrid
evaluated by variety evaluation committee;

(11) providing definitive botanical description of plant

varieties; and

a



(iii) providing information on genetics suitability and
adaptability of varieties;

(qj)  register seed varieties after conducting pre-registration checking
under clause (qi);

(gk)  publish a list of registered plant varieties; and

(ql)  propose procedure for maintaining purity of the seed stock and
conduct research in seed science and technology;

(b) in sub-section (2), the proviso shall be omitted.

7. Omission of section 5, Act XXIX of 1976 .- In the said Act, section 5 shall be omitted.
8. Omission of section 6, Act XXIX of 1976 .- In the said Act, section 6 shall be omitted.
9, Amendment of section 13, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, in section 13,-

(a) in the marginal heading, for the words “Federal Certification and Registration
Department”, the word “Authority” shall be substituted,;
(b) in sub-section (1), for the words “said and Registration Department”, the word

“Authority” shall be substituted; and
(c) in sub-section (3), for the words “Federal Certification and Registration
Department”, the word “Authority” shall be substituted.

10. Substitution of section 16, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, for section 16, the
following shall be substituted, namely:-

“16.Review.-(1) Any person aggrieved by a decision made under section 15 to
cancel a certificate may, within thirty days from the date on which the decision to cancel
the certificate is communicated to him and on payment of such fee as may be
prescribed, prefer review before the Authority.

(2) Notwithstanding section 28, the power of review under sub-section (1)
shall not be delegated by the Authority.”.

11. Amendment of section 22B, Act. XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, in section 22B,
in sub-sections (5) and (6), the words and comma “Director General,” shall respectively be
omitted.

12. Amendment of section 22C, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, in section 22C,
in sub-section (7), the words and comma “Regional Director,” shall be omitted.

13. Amendment of section 25, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, in section 25, in
sub-section (2), for the words “Federal Seed Certiﬁcatic;n Department”, the words “Authority”
shall be substituted.

14. Amendment of section 28, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, in section 28, after



the word “any”, occurring for the second time, the comma and word “committee,” shall be inserted.
15. Substitution of section 31, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, for section 31, the

following shall be substituted, namely:-

“31. Transfers and Savings.- (1) All acts done, obligations and liabilities
incurred, rights and assets acquired, jurisdictions or powers conferred, grants received
and all other actions taken under the Seed (Amendment) Ordinance, 2024 (Ordinance
II of 2024), shall be deemed to have been validly done, incurred, acquired, conferred,
received and taken under this Act.

(2) All functions, pov;/ers, duties, rights, assets (movable and immovable),
funds and liabilities of Federal Seed Certification and Registration Department shall
stand transferred to and vest in the Authority.

(3) All contracts, agreements, and obligations entered into by or on behalf
of the Federal Seed Certification and Registration Department shall be deemed to have
been entered into by or on behalf of the Authority.

(4) Every employee of the Federal Seed Certification and Registration
Department after the commencement of the Seed (Amendment) Act, 2025 ( __ of
2025), shall be required to exercise an irrevocable option either to continue in the
present service structure as a civil servant under the Civil Servants Act, 1973 (LXXI of
1973) or to opt for absorption in the Authority within a period of ninety days from the
commencement of the said Act.

(3) All employees who opt to be absorbed in the Authority shall be
governed by this Act and the terms and conditions as may be prescribed.

(6)  All posts of officers and employees of Federal Seed Certification and
Regulation Department existing at the time of commencement of this amendment Act
shall be merged into the authority and be considered posts of the authority, until
abolished, reduced or otherwise dealt with in accordance with law.

16. General Amendment, Act XXIX of 1976.- In the said Act, for the words “Federal
Seed Certification and Registration Department”, wherever occurring, the word “Authority” shall be
substituted.

KxxkAhk



The seed sector is a key driver of agricultural productivity, food security, and rural economic
development in Pakistan. In recent years, the Government has focused on improving agricultural
governance, promoting ease of doing business, encouraging private sector participation, and
expanding digital services. The reforms also aimed at rationalization of public expenditure and
improving governance by streamlining administrative structures in line with broader government

objectives of institutional efficiency and fiscal prudence.

In this context and to give effect to the decisions of the Federal Cabinet regarding institutional
restructuring, the Seed (Amendment) Act, 2025 is proposed to amend the Seed Act, 1976 with a view
to establish a unified, efficient, and transparent regulatory framework for seed certification, variety
registration, and quality control, aligned with international best practices and integrated with
emerging digital platforms. The proposed amendments further aim to enhance regulatory efficiency,
promote innovation in seed development, and ensure the availability .of high-quality seeds to farmers
in a timely manner. Thereby promoting agricultural productivity, safeguarding farmers’ interests, and

contributing to national food security.

v

(Rana Tanveer Hussain)

Federal Minister
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