NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL EDUCATION AND
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING ON THE CENTERS OF EXCELLENCE (AMENDMENT)

BILL. 2026

I, Acting Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Federal Education and Professional
Training, have the honor to present this report on the Bill further to amend the Centers of
Excellence Act, 1974 (XXIV of 1974) [The Centers of Excellence (Amendment) Bill, 2026]
(Government Bill), referred to the Committee on 6™ February, 2026.

2. The Committee comprises the following: -

1) Dr. Azim Uddin Zahid Lakhvi Chairman
2) Mr. Anjum Ageel Khan Member
3) Raja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz Member
4) Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Bhatti Member
(5) Syed Sami Ul Hasan Gilani Member
(6) Ms. Zeb Jaffar Member
@) Ms. Farah Naz Akbar Member
(8) Ms. Musarrat Asif Khawaja . Member
9 Syeda Amnah Batool Member
(10)  Mr. Abdul Hakeem Baloch Member
(11)  Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam Soomro Member
(12)  Ms. Mahtab Akbar Rashdi Member
(13)  Ms. Mussarat Rafique Mahesar Member
(14)  Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan Member
(15)  Ms. Sabheen Ghoury ‘ Member
(16)  Mr. Asif Khan Member
(17)  Mr. Dawar Khan Kundi Member
(18) Mr. Usama Hamza Member
(19)  Mr. Fiaz Hussain Member
(20) Mr. Muhammad Aslam Ghumman Member
(21)  Dr. Khalid Magbool Siddiqui, Ex-officio Member

Minister for Federal Education, Professional Training

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly, placed at
‘Annex-A’, in its meeting held on 03-06-2026 and proposed the following amendments therein: -

(1) CLAUSE 2

For clause 2, the following shall be substituted, namely:

“2. Amendment of section 2. Act XXIV of 1974.- In the Centres of Excellence
Act, 1974(XXIV OF 1974), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in section 2; -

(i)  for paragraph (c), the following shall be substituted, namely; -

“ (c) “Commission” means the Higher Education Commission established
or to be established under the law providing for the establishment of such

Commission;”
(i)  after paragraph (d), the following new paragraph (da) shall be inserted,
namely; -
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“(da) “Division concerned” means the Division to which the business of
the Act stands allocated;”

) OMISSION OF CLAUSE 8

Clause 8, shall be omitted, and the remaining clause 9 shall be renumbered accordingly.

4. The Committee recommended that the Bill as reported by the Standing Committee placed
at ‘Annex-B’ may be passed by the National Assembly.

Sl
(MS. MAHTAB AKBAR RASHDI)
Acting Chairperson
-Sd-
(SAEED AHMAD MAITLA)

Acting Secretary
Islamabad, the 9* June, 2026
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ANNEX-A
{AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
Bill

further to amend the Centres Of Excellence Act 1974

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend {he ‘Centres of Excellence Act,
1974 (XXIV of 1974), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:

1. Short title and ¢ommencement.-(1) This Act shall be called the Centres
of Excellence (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2 Amendment of section 2, Act XXIV of 1974.- In the Centres of Excellence Act,
1974 (XXIV of 1974), hereinafter referred to as "the said Act", in section 2, after clause (d),
the following shall be inserted, namely;-

"(da) "Division concerned” means to which the business of the Act stands
allocated;"

3, Amendment of section 4, Act XXIV of 1974.- In the said Act, in section 4, in
clause (f), for the words "Federal Government", the words "Division concerned" shall be
substituted.

4, Amendment of section 5, Act XXIV of 1974.-In the said Act in sub-section 5
in sub-section(1), in clause (f),- :

(a) After the word "experts", the comma and words ", out of which one
shall be female" shall be inserted; and ‘

(b) for the words "Federal Government", the words "Division concerned"
shall be substituted.

5. Amendment of section 6, Act XXIV of 1974.- In the said Act, in section 6, -
(a) in sub-section (1), for the words "Federal Government", wherever
occurring, the words "Prime Minister" shall be substituted; and



(b) in sub-section (4), for the word "Chairman", the words "Prime

) £ Minister”, shall be substituted

6. Amendment of section 7, Act XXIV of 1974.-In the said Act, in

section 7, -in sub-section (1), in clause ( ¢) after the word * experts” , the comma
and words”, out of which one shall be female” shall be inserted.

7. Amendment of section 9, Act XXIV of 1974.-In the said Adt, in section 9,-

I

(a) in sub-section (3 ), for the words "Federal Government", the words
"Division concerned” shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-section (4), for the words "Federal Government', wherever
occurring, the words "Division concerned" shall be substituted.

8. Amendment of section 9A, Act XXIV of 1974.-In the said Act, in section
9A, for the words “Federal Government", the words "Division concerned" shall be
substituted;

9. Amendment of section 11, Act XXIV of 1974.-In the said Act, in section

11, for the words “ Commission"”, the words "Division concerned" shall be substituted;
: : :

STATEMENT OF OBJECT AND REASONS

Cabinet Division communicated Honorable Prime Minister ‘s directives to

ensure “33% women representations in all Federal Boards, Statutory Bodies, Public
Sector Org;'hizations and Allied Committees under Federal Government (Task No.
T16367C)". In order to ensure the compliance of the above, Ministry of Federal Education
and Professional Training has started process of making necessary amendments in the

existing laws of the autonomous organizations under the ambit of the Ministry.

2. There is a dire need to bring adequate amendments in the existing Centre of
Excellence Act No. XXIV of 1974. The Bill seeks to achieve the aforesaid object.

\/7&&&

Dr. Khalid Magboo¥ Saddiqui
Federal Minister for
Federal Education and Professional Training,
Islamabad



ANNEX - B
[ AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE ]
A
Bill
further to amend the Centres of Excellence Act, 1974

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Centres of Excellence Act, 1974
(XXIV of 1974), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:

1. Short title and commencement.-(1) This Act shall be called the Centres
of Excellence (Amendment) Act, 2026.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 2, Act XXIV of 1974.- In the Centres of Excellence
Act, 1974 (XXIV of 1974), hereinafter referred to as “the said Act”, in section 2;-

(i) for paragraph (c), the following shall be substituted, namely; -

“(c)"Commission” means the Higher Education Commission
established or to be established under the law providing for the
establishment of such Commission;”

(i)  after paragraph (d), the following new paragraph (da) shall be
inserted, namely; -

“(da) “Division concerned” means the Division to which the business
of the Act stands allocated;”

3. Amendment of section 4, Act XXIV of 1974.—In the said Act, in section
4, in clause (f), for the words “Federal Government”, the words “division concerned” shall
be substituted.

4, Amendment of section 5, Act XXIV of 1974.—In the said Act, in sub-
section 5, in sub-section (1), in clause (f),-

(a)  After the words “experts”, the comma and words “,out of which one shall be
female” shall be inserted; and

(b)  for the words “Federal Government”, the words “Division concerned” shall
be substituted.



5. Amendment of section 6, Act XXIV of 1974.—In the said Act, in section 6,-

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words “Federal Government”, wherever occurring,
the words “Prime Minister” shall be substituted; and

(b) in sub-section (4), for the word “Chairman”, the words “Prime Minister” shall
be substituted. '

6. Amendment of section 7, Act XXIV of 1974.- In the said Act, in section 7,
-in sub-section (1), in clause (c) after the word “experts”, the comma and words “,out of
which one shall be female” shall be inserted.

7. Amendment of section 9, Act XXIV of 1974.—In the said Act, in section 9,-

(a)  in sub-section (3), for the words “Federal Government”, the words “Division
concerned” shall be substituted; and

(b) in sub-section (4), for the word “Federal Government”, wherever occurring,
the words “Division concerned” shall be substituted.

8. Amendment of section 11, Act XXIV of 1974.- In the said Act, in section
11, for the word “Commission”, the words “Division concerned” shall be substituted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECT AND REASONS

Cabinet Division communicated Honorable Prime Minister's directives to ensure
"33% women representations in all Federal Boards, Statutory Bodies, Public Sector
Organizations and Allied Committees under Federal Government (Task No. T16367C)".
In order to ensure the compliance of the above, Ministry of Federal Education and
Professional Training has started process of making necessary amendments in the
existing laws of the autonomous organizations under the ambit of the Ministry.

2. There is a dire need to bring adequate amendments in the existing Centre of
Excellence Act No, XXIV of 1974. The Bill seeks to achieve the aforesaid object.

Sd/-
(DR. KHALID MAQBOOL SADDIQUI)
Federal Minister for
Federal Education and Professional Training
Islamabad
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