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ORDTNANCE No. vru Or 2024

AN

oRDIN^NCE

to ariend ll9 S,eEne Coto.t (Ptari.e atd Ptee&re) 14 2023

WI{EREAS it is expedieot to amend lfte Suprrruc Court (Pncticc aad
PsicrdurE Act, 2023 .I/.VI[ of 2023), in tie maDner and for th. puposes
hcrcimffcr eppeedng;

AND wHERfiaS, the Senate and $e NatioDalAssembty are not ill session
and tte kesident of the lslaaric Republic of Pakistan is satisfied diat
circumsta{ces exist $,trich render it necassary to take irnrnedia& adioll;

Now THER.EFoRI' in exercise of dre pow€rs confcord by clause (l) of
Article t9 ofthe Constitution ofthe l3lamic Republic of Pakist 4 thc Pi€sident
of the lslamic Republic of Pakist n is pl€ased to mske and promulgate tbe
following Ordinalcei

l. Stort tide and c-ommememeot.-{l) This Ordinanc€ shall be
callcd the Suprerne C.oUIt (P.actic€ ard ProcedurE) (Amesdment) Ordimnc€,
2024.

(2) This Ordin ncc shall carac into fo&e at oocr.

2. Amead.trelt of s.ctiotr 2, Act XVtr of 2023.-ln the Suprcmc
Court (Practice and Prcc€dur€) Act, 2023 (XVII of 2023), herEina.fter called as

the said Ac! in sedion 2, for suEscctioa (l) the following shall be substitited,
namely:-

'(l) Every cause, appcal or matter bcfo.e he Supremc Coun shall bc
herrd and disposed of by a Bench constituted by thc committee
comprising the Chief Justic. of Pakist n, the ncxt most senior
Judge of rhe Sup&mc Court and a Judge of thc Supreme C,ourt
rcminated by th€ ChiefJudice ofPakistao, ftorn timc to time.".

3. Adetrtulent of sectio[ 3, Act XVII of 2{r23.---ln tte said Act, in
s€ctioa 3, lhe existitrg provision thereof shrll be Nmb€rtd as sub-sectios (l) end
afier subsectioo (1), numbered as aforesaid the folLcwing new suEsecrion (2)
shall be added, namelyt

4. AmendEent of 6€cdor 5, Act XVII of 2023--Itr the said Act, in
secdon 5,-

(a) in suLsrction (l), ate.r the word 'Bcnch", occurring for drc firs1
time, thc exFcssioo ', includinS an ord€E passed und€f s{b-6.ctior
(2) ofs.r-tion 3," sh.ll be insetcd; and

I

'(2) A B€,rch herring a mafier tmder crnuie (3) of Articre lE4 of the
Co6tiotion strall, before procreding witlr the matt6 on marits,
decide old idc iry through a r€a-soned and spcaking order lhc
questioo of public iorpoturce involved in the mattd and $e
fund,lncntal righr *,hich is sought to be€nforE€d.".



5. Insenior ofs€ctiors 7A.nd 7& Aci XVII of 2023.--.In the said
Acq afier section 7, thc following new sectious 7A and 79 shall be ins€ned,
namely:-

"7A. Heeritrg, etc.-Unless a lransparEnr qiloria is alr€ady N€rtioded
or the applicable law requires a decision within a stipulatcd ttne,
every causc, matter or appeal in the supreme court shlll be heard
ar its tum b6sed on firsl in, firsl ouq thar is to say, thc cases filed
firsl shall bc heard fil51. Ary Bench he.ring a .a!€ out of its tum
shall recod its re:$ns for doing so.

78. Recordirg sd transcript of prcceeditrgs-Hearing of every
cause, maltcr or appe€l in l}lc Supreme Court shall be recorded And
trarls.ript thercof duly prcpared- St'ch r€cordings aod transcripts
shall be mad€ available to the public. For thc purposes of rcliarc€
therEon in any coun pro:ecdings, ooly a cedificd copy of the
transcript against payment of a fee amountiog to fifty Rupe,s per
page shall be used.".

STATEM ENT O EqBr] DC I'S. 4]!)3!4SQNS

tuticle 191 ofthe CoDstitution of the Islamic Rcpublic of Pakistan

provides tiat subject to the Constitution and law, the Supreme Court may

make ruier rcgulating the practice and procedulc of tlre Supreme Court of

Pakistan. For certain matters tie Suprcme Courl (Practice and Procedure)

Act, 2023 is also in forcc. The Supreme Court in its JudgDent dated

rl.ro.2o23, in vadous cases including Raja Amer I(han and others

vs. Federation of Pakistan [2023 SC 399] has declared sub-section (2) of

section 5 of the saial Act as rltra vires the A)nstintion. Also, in order to

make tie right of appeal meaningful and effective, against aIr order passed

under clause (3) ofArticle 184 ofthe Constitution, some amendments in the

Suprcme Courl (Practice and Procedure) have been prcpared.

The Bill is designed to achieve the a-foresaid objectives2

Minister-in-char[jc
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