{AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ]

A
BILL

further to amend the Supreme Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1 997

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Supreme Court (Number
of Judges) Act, 1997 (XXXIII of 1997) for the purposes and in the manner
hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act shall be called the
Supreme Court (Number of Judges) (Amendment) Bill, 2024.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Substitution of section 2, Act XXXIII of 1997.— In the Supreme
Court (Number of Judges) Act, 1997 (XXX of 1997), for section 2, the

following shall be substituted, namely:-

4«2, Maximum Number of Supreme Court Judges other than
Chief Justice.- The number of Judges of the Supreme Court of Pakistan

other than the Chief Justice shall be twenty two.”.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Increasing the number of judges in the Supreme Court of Pakistan
is important because the Supreme Court of Pakistan, like many other
courts, deals with a significant backlog of cases. An increase in the
number of judges can help in addressing the backlog more efficiently,
ensuring that cases are heard and decided in a timely manner. Delayed
justice often leads to a denial of justice. By increasing the number of
judges, the Supreme Court can expedite the legal process, ensuring that

justice is served more promptly.

As the legal system evolves, cases often become more complex,
involving specialized areas of law such as cybercrime, environmental
Jaw, and international trade. Having more judges allows for the



possibility of appointing judges with expertise in specific areas, leading
to more informed and accurate decisions. With more judges, cases can
be distributed more effectively, ensuring that judges do not face undue
stress or workload, which can lead to better quality judgments.

Increasing the number of judges can improve the representation of
different regions of Pakistan within the Supreme Court, ensuring that
the diverse legal and social issues from various parts of the country are
adequately addressed. More judges mean that the court can handle
more cases simultaneously, reducing waiting times and making justice
more accessible to all citizens, regardless of their location or status. A
larger bench can help in creating a more resilient judiciary, where the
burden of high-profile or politically sensitive cases does not fall on a few
individuals. This can reduce the risk of undue pressure or influence on
any single judge. A larger number of judges can lead to a more diverse
range of opinions in judgments, contributing to the development of a
richer and more nuanced jurisprudence in the country.

Many other countries with similar legal systems have larger
Supreme Courts. By increasing the number of judges, Pakistan can
align more closely with international standards and demonstrate its
commitment to a robust and efficient judicial system. A well-functioning
judiciary is a cornerstone of good governance, which in turn can
positively affect Pakistan's international standing in terms of the rule of
law, human rights, and will create positive business environment.

Increasing the number of judges in the Supreme Court of Pakistan
is not just about addressing the current backlog of cases but is also a
strategic move to strengthen the judicial system as a whole. It ensures
timely justice, improves specialization, enhances access to justice and
contributes to the overall institutional integrity and international
reputation of Pakistan's judiciary.

Sd/-
DANYAL CHAUDHARY
Member National Assembly
N A-57
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