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Jurther to amend the Pakistan Citizenship Act, 1 ﬁ.‘i I

Whereas it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Citizenship Act, 1951 (Act
1L of 1951), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

L. Short title and commencement. — (1) This Act shall be called the
Pakistan Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2028

(2) It shall come into force at once.
2. Amendment of section 4, Act II of 1951, — In the Pakistan Citizenship

Act, 1951 (Act II of 1951), section 4-shall be omitted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

It is submitted that the Cabinet in its meeting on 08.09.2017, under Case No.
419/19/2017-C decided, inter-alia as under:-

¢. All Ministries and Divisions should in consultation with Law & Justice
Division, make amendments in the respective Acts/ Rules and replace the
words Federal Government with appropriate authority (ies)”

2. It is submitted that the Section 4 is based on “jus soli” principle also known as °
“right of the soil”, which determines citizenship based on place of birth. According, to this
principle, an individuat is considered a citizen of a country if he is bom within the territorial
jurisdiction of that couptry, regardless of the citizenship of his parenis. This is in-contrast to the
“Jus sanguinis” principle, which determines citizenship based on the citizenship of one’s parents.
Section 4 of PCA is, in reality, a word—to—;vord reproduction of Section 4 of old British
Nationality Act, 1948, which stated that every citizen born in Britain becomes a British Citizen.

3. Many countries including Britain and India have amended their Nationality Acts
and no more fotlow the “jus soli” principle. As per current British, Nationality Act, a person in
the United Kingdom, shall be a British Citizen if at the time of birth either of his parents is a
British citizen; or is setiled in the United Kingdom,



4. It is important to highlight here that based on Section 4, Courts in dozens of cases,
have directed Ministry of Interior/ Government of Pakistan to consider grant of Nationality to the
Children of Afghan Nationals born in Pakistan. Every year thousands of children are born to
Afghan Refugees in Pakistan. Moreover, grant of Nationality under Section 4 tends to create an
incentive for the Afghan Nationals to enter into Pakistan through legal and illegal means. Over-
population is already a major challenge for Pakistan, The matter is just not limited to children
born to Afghan parents but also to other foreign nationals.

5. Grant of Pakistani Nationality by descent is already covered under Section 5 of
Pakistan Citizenship Act, 1951 which states that a person bomn after commencement of Act ibid,
shall be a citizen of Pakistan by descent if his parent is a citizen of Pakistan at the time of his
birth,” '
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(SYED MOHSIN-RAZA NAQVI)
MINISTER
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