
ITO BE INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAI, ASSEMBLYI

A

BILL

furtfut o omend the Polcistan Ciizenship Act, l95 t

Wbertar it is expedient fl[the! to amend rhe pakisian Citizenship Ac! l95l (Ast

Lt of 195 I ). for the purposes hereina-fler appearirg;

It is hereby enacted as follows:.

1. Short title snd co!trIletrc€Eent, - (l) This Act shall be called the
Paki$ar Citizenship (Ame rtunent) Act" Z02ll ,

(2) It shall come into force at once

2. ArneDdEeut of sectioD 4, Act II of 1951. - In the pakistan Citizeoship
Act, 1951 (Acr Il of 1951), secrion 4 shall be oEitted.

STATEMENIOF OBJECTS AND REASONS

It is subroitted that the Cabinet in its meeting ot 08.09.201j, under Case No.
419/I9/2017-C decided, inter-alia as utrder:-

c. AII Ministries and Divisioue should in coDsultation with Law & Justice
Divisiol, make amendmeEt! in the respective Acts/ Rules aEd replacc the
words Federal Gov€mmelt with appropriate authority (iei)'

?. It is subeitted that the Section 4 is based on .Jus soli,, pri-ociple also k[owE as

'right of the soil", which derermines citizeuship based on place of binh. Accordiog to this
principle, an individuai is considered a citiz.E of .a oountry if he is bom within the t.rritorial
jurisdiction of that coupty, regatdless of tie citizenship ofhis parenrs. This is in-contEst to the
'Jtri sanguinis" principle, which detertriles citizenship based on the citizemhip of one,s parents.

Section 4 of PCA is, in reality, a word-to-word reproduction of Seotion 4 of old British
Nationaljty Act, 1948, which stated that every citizen borD itr Bdtain beoomes a British Citizen.

3. Many countries inoludilg Britain and Iudia have amepded their Nationatity Acts
and no more follow tbe 'lus soli" principle. As per cuEent Bdtish,Nationality Act, a person in
the United KiDgdom, shall be a British Citizen if at the time of birth either of his pareors is a
British citizen; or is settled in the Udired KingdoE.



4. It is importaDt to higbliglt here tbal based oo Seotion 4, Courts in dozens ofcasos,

have directed Ministy oflnterior/ Gove.Dmelt of Pakistan to consider gratrt ofNationatity to the

Children of Afghan Nitionals bom in Pakistan. Every year thousands of children are bom to

afghao Refugees in Pakistan. Moreover, grant of Notionaliry under Sectiod 4 tends to cieat€ an

incentive for lhe Afghan Nationals to enter into Pakistan through legat and illegai mears. Over-

population is already a major challenge for Pakistan, The rnatter is just not limited tr childrer
bom to Afghan pareDts but also to othor foreign nationals_

5. Gant of Pakistani NatioDatity by descant is already covored under Section 5 of
Pakist n Citizenship Ac! l95l which states that e l,eNon lrom after commencement of Act ibi4
shall be a citizen of Pakistan by desceEt if his pareDt is a citizeu ol pakislan at the time of his

birth -
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