[AS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY)]

A

BILL
to provide for the establishment of Pakistan Psych ological Council

WHEREAS it s expedient to establish an international standard coundl named as
Paklistan Psychological Councll to register psychologists and to recognize institutions and
organizations In public and private sectors imparting psychological research and
knowledge and education in order to regulate and encourage and to promote research
tralning, technological development with value, Ideals, ethical standards and prafessional
knowledge and matters connected therewith and incidental thereto; .

It is hereby enacted as follows:
CHAPTER
'PRELIMINARY

1. Short title, extent and commencement.-

(1) This Act shall be called the Pakistan
Psychologlcal Councll B, 202 Y- :

(2} It extends to the whole of Pakistan.
(3) It shall come Into force at ance.

‘ 2. Definitions.~ In this Act, unless there Is anything repugnant In the subject ¢r
context,- -

(a) “Act” means the Pakistan Psychological Councll Act, 2018;
(b} “Board of Governors® means the Board of Governors of the Pakistan

Psychologlcal Council;
{c) "Council® means the Pakistan Psychological Councll constituted under this

Act.
(d) “Director” means the Director of administrative®wing or institute for

research and training;

(e} “directing staff’ means directing staff of the Council constituted under this
Act;

() “Institute” means pollcy making Institute for the tralning, research and
development In the field of psychology; .

{g] “member” means the member of the Board of Governaors;

(h) “President” means the President of the Coundi; Y

(1) “registered psychologists” means a psychologist having at least master
degree or equivalent or sixteen Yyears of education with two years
experience in the field of psychology, applied psychology, behavioral
sciences and registered as such with the Coundil;

(j} “prescribed” means prescribed by statutes, regulations or rules under this
Act: '

(k) “PPA” means Pakistan Psychological Association;

{) “Registrar” means tl?e Registrar of the Councll;



_ {m)“statutes” “regulations” and “rules” mean the statutes, regulations and
rules made or deemed to have been made under this Act; .
(n} “Secretary Administration”. means the Secretary administration of the

Council; and
(o) "Treasurer” means the Treasurer of the Councll.

CHAPTER 1l
COUNCIL AND BOARD

3. Establishment of the Council.- (1} As soon as may be, after the commencement of

this Act, the Federal Government shall, by notification in the official Gazette, establish a council to
he known as the Pakistan Psychologlcal Council for carrying out the purposes of this Act.

{2} The principal office and establishments of the Councll shal! be at slamabad
and It may set up its offices in the provinclal capitals or at such place ar places in the
country as it may deem appropriate.

{3) The Council shall be a body corporate having perpetual succession and a
common seal and may sue and be sued in its own name and, subject to and for the
purposes of this Act, may enter Into contracts and may acquire, purchase, take, hold and
enjoy moveable and immovable property of every deseription and may convey, assign,
surrender, yleld-up, charge, mortgage, demise, reassign, transfer or otherwise dispose of
or deal with, any moveable or Immovable property or any interest vested In It.

(4)  The common seal of the Council shall be kept in the custody of the
President or such other person as may be prescribed by reguiations and documents
required or permitted to be executed under the common seal shall be speclfied and
authenticated in such manner as may be prescribed by cegulations.

4. Composition of the Councll.- (1) The Pakistan Psychological Council shall consist of .-
{a) President and members of Board of Governors;
{b) Registrar, Secretary, Treasurer and the Directors; and
{c} directing staff.

5. Board of Gavernors.- The Councll shall have the Board of Governors comprising .-

{a) President, Pakistan Psychological Council Elected by registered
" with minimum twenty years of experience psychofogists
(b)  Flve Vice-Presidents one from each Elected by registered
province and Federal Capital psychafoglsts
{c) one MNA, (psychologist or behavioural Member

scientist) nominated by the Speaker
National Assembly of Pakistan

(d) Executive Director Higher Education ; Member
Commission :
(8} From each province one psychologist Ex-officic Members

working in education, health, or Provincial
Public Service Commission with minimum
fifteen years of experience nominated by
Provinclal Governments

{f) President Pakistan Psychological Ex-officlo Member
Associatlon
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lg}  Registrar of the Council Secretory
(h} Ten elected members with minimum Members
fifteen years of experlence from registered
psychologists
(1) two professors of psychology or applied
psychology with highest international
publications to be nominated by Higher
Education Commission.

6. Functlons of the Board of Governors .- (1) Subject to the provislons of this Act, the
Board of Governars shall be the supreme body of the Paklstan Psychological Council.

-

{2) The Board of Governors shall perform the following functions, namely: -

(a) to formulate or approve the policies and the plans governing the
activities of the Council;

(b} to review and approve the creation of any component of the Council
as considered Important to assist or improve the functloning of the
Councll; _

{c] to consider annual reports and budgets relating to the activities of
the Coundll;

(d) to make arrangements for the financtal stability of the Councii for
ensurlng the future operations, the continuity and preservation of
the autonamy of the Coundil and lts activitles;

(e) to approve all kinds of appointments;

(f) to attend the grlevances and matters of disputes; and

(g) to.take such initiatives as it may be consider necessary or desirable
for the efficlent and effectlve management and functioning of the
Council;

() No act or proceedings of the Board of Governors shall be Invalid by reason
only of existence of a vacancy in, or defect In, the constitution cf the Board of Governors;

(4) The Board of Governors shall meet twice in a year. Special meeting thereof
may be called by the Fresident or requisitioned in writing by not less than one-third
members of the Board of Governors;

(5} Not fess than seven clear days notice of a speclal meeting shall be given 10
the members of the Board of Governors and agenda of the meeting shall be provided.

(6)  The declsion of the Board of Governors shall be based on the majority vote
of the members present and voting.

{7) In case of the equality of votes, the Presldent shall have a casting vote.

{8) The meetings of the Board of Governors shall be convened by the Secretary
of the Board of Governors with the prior approval of the President. In case of absence of
the President, the members present may elect the chalrperson for that meeting.

(9) Save as hereinafter provided, the Board of Governors shall make regulations
for the conduct of Pakistan Psychological Council’s, affairs and business,

{10) One-third of the total membership shall constitute the quorum for a
meeting of the Board of Governors.

(11}  All decislons or determinations taken by the Board of Governors shall be

recorded in writing.
{12) The Board of Governors may remove any person from Its membership or

position of any councit of the Pakistan psychalogical Council, 1f such person-
(a) has become of unsound mind; or
3



Chapter IV
MISCELLANEQUS

16. Submission of annusl reports and retums.- (1) Within there months of the
conclusion of each financial year, the Cound! shall submit an annual report to the Federal
Government In respect of the activities of the Council Including the status of its existing programs,
projects and further plans formulated in furtherance of Its alms and objectives.

{2) The Federal Government may require the Countil to fumish-

(a) any return, statement, estimate, statistics or other information
regarding any matter under the control of the Council;

(b) a report on any subject related to the Council; and
(c) a copy of any document in the custody of the Councll.

{3) The Counci! shall expeditiously comply with the directlons; specified under
sub-section {2).

17. Power to calf for information.- The Council may call for any person, Invoived
directly or Indirectly, and reasonably believed to having such Information in his control of
possession which Is required for carrylng out the purposes of this Act. The person so called upon
to provide such Information shall do so within the period prescribed by the Coun cfl and in case of
failure to do so he shall be punished by imposition of such penalty which may not exceed one
hundred thousand Rupees.

18. Complaints.- (1} Any aggrieved person may file 3 written complaint with the
Coundil agalnst contravention of any provisions of this Act or any rules or regulations made
thereunder. :

(2) The Councl shall, on recelpt of 2 complaint, cause it to be investigated as
may be prescribed and provide an apporunity to the complainant as well as the person
against whom such complaint has been made. The Councll may, on completion of
investigation, take any action as may be prescribed under this Act.

(3)  The appeals against the decisions of the Coundl shall be referred to the
Councll, which shall formulate an appellate board from among its members, who shall
decide the case on merit.

19,  Confidentiat information.- (1) Except as provided ynder the regulations, no person
shall communicate, or allow to be communicated, any record or information abtained under this
Act to a person not Jegally entitied to that recard or informaticn or allow any person not legally
entitled to that record or information to have access to any record obtained under this Act,

(2) A person who knowlngly receives records or information obtained under
this Act shall hold the record or information subject to the same restrictions under sub-
section (1} as apply to the person from whom the records or information were recelved.



20.  Act not to override other laws.- The provisions of this Act shall be in addition to
and not in derogation of the provisions made in any other law or the time beingin force,

21. Removal of difficulties- If any difficulty arises in giving: éffect to any of the
provisions of this Act, the Federal Government may, not later than a period of one year of the
commencement of this Act, make such order, by notification in the officlal Gazette, not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, for the purpase of removing the difficulty.

22.  Pollcy directive of Federal Government.- {1} The Federal Government may lssue
policy directives in accordance with the law and constitution to the Councll In respect of any of its
activitles, powers and functlons and whose compllance shall be binding on the Council, within the
stipulated time.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained 10 sub-section (1), If there is any
difficulty In implementation of the directions and guidelines of the Council or the Federal
Government, the Coundl shall refer the case back to the Federal Government for its
review specifying reasons for non-impiementation, within the stipulated time, whose
declsion In this respect shall be final.

33.  Winding up of ths Councll.- No provision of any taw relating to winding up of
bodies corporate shatl apply to the Council. The Council shall only be wound up by the law to ba
enacted by the Parliament for winding up of the Counch.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS
This BIll Is to provide a framework to regularize the field of mental health and
psychofogical services In Pakistan and to achieve the national and international goals by
supporting professionals in the disciplines of psychology for the sustainable development of the
country on Islamic ideology and Integrating academlc, research information. Moreover, this
legisiatlon is for providing a code of conduct for the professlonals and to reduce psychological

stress and other mental allments In the sociéty by organizing and participating in national,
regional and International workshops, seminars and conferences.

The Bill seeks to achleve the aforesald objectives.

Sd/-
MR. RIAZ FATYANA
Member, National Assembly
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