[Published in the Gazette of Pakistan, Extraordinary, Part-I,
dated the 27" May, 2024] :

ORDINAN.CE NO. VIIOP 2024
AN
ORDINANCE
Further to amend the Nari_cr;nal Accountability Ordinance, 1999

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the National Accountability
Ordinance, 1999 (XVTII of 1999), in the manner and for the purposes heremafter

appearmg,

AND WHEREAS, the Senate and the National Assembly are not in session
and the President is satistied that circumstances exist which render it necessary to

take immediate action;

NOW THEREFORE, in exercise of powers conferred by clause (1) of
Article 89'of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the President is
pleased to make and prom ulgate the following Ordinance:—

1. Short title and commencement.—(1)} This Ordinance shall be
called the National Accountab1 lity (Amendment) Ordinance, 2024.

(2) This Ordinance shall come into force at once and shall be deemed
to have taken effect on and from the commencement of the National
Accountablluy Ordmanoe, 1999 (X VIII of 1999). '

2. Amendment of section 24, Ordinance XVIII of 1999.— In the
National Accountability Ordinance, 1999 (XVII of 1999), hereinafter referred to
as the said Ordinance, in section 24, in sub-section (d), for the word “fourteen”
the word “forty” shall be substituted.

3.  Amendment of section 36 Ordinance XVIII of 1999 —In the
said Ordinance, in section 36, for the prov1so the followmg shall be substttuted

namely —

Provided that if the accused has been acquitted by the Court on the
ground that the case was initiated with malgfide intention or based on false or
fabricated evidence, the person found guilty of such act by the said Court shail be
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may eatend to
two years and shall also be liable to fine. '



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) was established under the
National Accountability Ordinance, 1999 with an aim to curb corruption in
Pakistan. We have been informed by the NAB thata number of investigations have
been initiated, however, owing to the complex nature of the white-collar crimes
involved, it is practically impossible for NAB authorities to complete an
investigation within the span of fourteen days under sub-section (d} of section 24
of the Ordinance. Therefore, NAB has requested for the enhancement of remand

period from fourteen (14) to forty (40) days.

The Ordinance is designed to achieve the aforesaid objectives.

Minister in Incharge
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