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report on the Bill to establish the Forensic Science Agency in the Islamabad Capital Territory

lor forensic examination ofdocuments, material, equipment, impression or other objccts. [The
Islamabad Capital Territory Forensic Science Agency Bill, 20221 (Covernment Bill), retbrred

to the Committee on 23-05- 2022.
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3. The Committee considered the Bill, as introduced in the National Assembly placed at

Atrtrex-A, in its meeting held on 17-11-2022 and recommended that the Bill may be passed by
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Annex-A

AS REPORTED BY THE'STANDING COMMITTEE
A

Blil-

lo eslablish lhe Forensie Science Aget\cy in lhe lslanabad Capitat

Terrilory for forensic exafiinalion of c)ocuments. materials, eqoipment'

inlressions or ather obiects'

WHEREAS it is expedient to cslablish the lslamabad Forensic

Scienc€ Agency in the lslamabad Capital Terriiory tot the examination o{

torensic maErial and rendering ot experl oPlnign in respect lherecf

before any court. lribunal or other ofricial authority and for malters related

thereto:

AND WHEREA-S thc impartial examinalion of fqrensic material and

rendcring of expert opinion by an indePendent agency is essential lor

facilitating criminal investiSalion and authenticating evidence produced in

couns of lawi

li is hereby enacted as rollows:-

1. Short titlc, extent and commencement. - ('1) This Acl shal!

be called the lslamabad Capital Territory Forensic Science Agency Act'

2422.

{2) ll shall exlend to the lslamabad Capital Teritory'

(3) lt shal, come into force at once.

2. Definitions. - ('l) ln this Act, unless there is anything

repugnant in the subject or conlext,-

(a) "Agency" means the lslamabad Capital Territory

Forensic Science Agency, established and constituted

under seciion 3i

(b) "authority" includes a police offcer. any o,,icer or

ofiicial, working for any lavr' enforcement agency, a

publlc servanl or any olher Government official,

authorized to hold an investigelion or inquiry uode'

any law for the time being in force;

(c) "CoCe' means the Criminal Procedure Code, 1898



(Act Vof 1898);

(d) "Direclor General" means the Directol General of the
Aqency, appointedunder section 7 of this Act:

(e) "expef includes a qualined local or ioreign expert,

working in a forensic sciencE {acality and having

established qualification in any field of forensics;

(D "forensic malerial'' means a dgcument, mateiial
equipment, lmpression or any other object connected

with the commission of an offence. a civil cause or any

6lher proceedings:

"Governmenl" means the Federal Government;

"offence'means an ect or omission made punishable

under anl lav, for the time t ?iDg in fcr.g:

"police officef' means a police officer, appoinled in ihe
lslamabad Capilal Te[ilory uoder the Police Act, 1861

(V of 1861), or any olher person who has been

confened wilh lhe powers of a police omcer under any

olher law for the time being in folce;

"prescribsd" mea s prescribed by lules and

regulations;

'regulaticns' mean regulations made under this Actl
and

(s)

(h)

0

o

(k)

(l) ".ules" mean rules made underthis Ac(.

(2J Words or expressions, used but not defined under this Act,

shal! have fie same meaning as are assigned therelo in lhe Code.

3, Eatablishment of the Agency.- (1) The Govemmeitt sllall,

by nolification in the oflicial Gazette, establish an Agency to be known as

the lslamabad Capital Territory Forensic Science Agency.

(2) The Agency shall consist of the Director Genetal and such

number of exp€rts and officials as may be determined by Govemmsnt.

(3) The Govsrnment may, by notilication in the official Gazstte,

absorb in the Agency a body, bureau, laboratory or any other facility ot

Govemment connecled wilh fotensic examination and rendering expe(
opinion aboul forensic material.

(4) An officer or an employee of the body, bureau, laboratory or

other hcility may opl for employment lo. a relevanl position in the
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Agencl.

(5) The officer or thc employee, who opts to become employee

of the Agency and is otherwise quatified. shall be absorbed in the Agency

in the manner prescritred.

4. Functions end rosponsibllitiee ot the Agoncy.- (1) The

Agency shall-
(a) establish and operate a forensic science laboratory

having all the requisile scientific equipment for
examination of lorensic matcrial:

(bl unde.take examiflation of torensic material;

(c) render expert opinion wtitl regard to examinalion of
iorengic malcrial undertaken by it;

t (o) procure, operalc, mainlain scienlillc inslrr.lrnenls for
' examillation of fcrensic matelial;

(e) propose advancemenl in forensic techni'ques and

recommend use of suitable scientific equipment for
examination of forensic material:

(, seek clarifrcation from the person involved i collection

or handling otf orensic material in lhe prescrib€d

manner:

(g) specify the procedure for lhe collection, preservation

ar'd handling of aorensic maleriali

(h) subject to the directioo of the Governmert, collect

forensic material that requires special expertise or

scientific methods for collection and preservation;

(j) maintain in the presc,ibed manoer record for

examinalion of forensic material, including record

relating lo the idenlily of a person connected with or

accused of an offence:

O conduct tEinings relating to-

(0 forensic examinatjoni

(iD rendering expert oPinion; and

(iii) collection, preservalion and handling of ,orensic
'material;

(k) promote general awareness on malters relating lo
forensics; and

(l) perform any other function connected with or ancillary
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to lhe above {unctions

n. Supsrintendcnce of the Agency.- The Govemment shatl
exercise superintendence ov€r the Agency to achieve the.
objectives of this Acl.

5. Adminisaration of {he Age|rcy.- The administration or lhe
Agency shall vesl in the Dareclor General.

7. Appoinhenl of lhe Directo. General- - (1) The
Government shall appoint a person as the Oirector General who is
qualified and experienced expert in one or more disciplioes o,
forensic science in accordance with the prescribqd standards

(2) The Director General shallhold office fora term of five years.

(3) Ihe Government shalldeternine the terms and condilions oi
$ervicc of lhe 1i eatorGererll which shal not he varied durina his lerm
of office.

(4) The Govemment may, a{ter notice and adminislrative inquiry
in tle prescribed m6nner. remove the Director General during lhe lenure
of his office on lhe qround of inefficiency, misconduct, corruption or
irability to perform officially assigned lunctions due to medical reasons.

(5) The Director General may iender his resignation to the
Govemmenl aod 6hall cease lo hold oflice upon acceplance o, his
.esignation.

(6) The vacancy occu,red due to removal of, or resignation by,
the Director General, as lhe case may be, shall b€ filled in a manner as
lhe Government may deem appropriate-

8. Adminietralive and financial poweE of thc Director
General, - (1) The Director General shallexercise such adn inistratjve and

financlalpovi€rs as may be prescribed.

9. Experts. - (1) The Dkector General shall appoint an expert
in the Agency in tho manner presc{ibed by regulatiom.

(2) No person shall be appointed as an expert unless he is

qualilied tq conduct examination of a lorensic material.

(3) A person appointed in the Agency as arr exped shall be deemed

as an exp€i appointed under sdion 510 oI the Code and a person

spedally skilled in examinaiion of a forensic material under Arthle 59 of the

Oanun-e-Shahadat, 1984 (P-O. No. 10 of1984).

(a) The Agency shall not entrusl examinalion of a forensic

material to a person who has been convicled of an offence related lo

("



giving false evidence under any law for the time being in force.

10. Expert opinion. - (1)A Court, tlibuaal or authofity may send

to the Agency, any forensic material relaled to investigatioo oI
procecdings before it, for examinalion and expert opinion,

(2) The Agency shall authenticate and submil expert opinion to a
Co!rl, tribunalor aulhorily irr the manncr prescribed

(3) An expert opinion shali cany lhe name and dcsignatiorr of the
expert who undertook the examinalion.

11. Clarilication in case of ccrlain oplion. - (1) lf an experl
opiriion is not clear, the Court, tribunal or authority may reter it to the Agency
fgr clarification on a specific queslion.

(:) Tlie Ag:rlct slr.JI, n,r irceipt ot sich ic'l.r.niu, s.n,J
clsrification orr the question lo the Court. tribunal or aulhorily

(3) lf the condition of the forensic material ot any other
facl does not allow submission of a clear answer io the question. the
Agency shall state it$ inabiltty to answer the queslion citing reascnable
grounds.

12. Re-examinatior ot forensic materiai. - (1) A person

affected by the opinion of an experl may, for a sufficienl caus€, submil an

application for re-examinatign before lhe Court or tribunal, berore which

the opinion is rendered.

(2) lf the Court or trihunal is satjsfied that there are suffcient
grounds lor re-considEralion of the opinion, il may. for reasons lo be

recorded in writirg, direcl the Agency lo re-examine the forensic malerial.

(3) The Director General shall, on ,eceipt of the direction,
constitute a panel of three or more expe(s to re-cxamine lhe lorensic
material or refer the same to a forensic examination facility for
examination and opinion. Such panel shall not include lhe expert who
had previously examined the forensic material or rendered the expert
opinion.

(4) The Director General, if de6ms appropriate, may refer the
mat{er to another. forensic examinalion facility fot examinatlon and
opinion.

(5) The Director General shall submit the ,indidg of the panel of
experts or the forensic facility and his opinion to the Court ol kibunal as

f
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the case may be

13, Offencc. - ('1) lf an expert or official of the Agency knowjDg,y
or negligently rendcrs false, ancorrect or misteading opinion bcfore a
Couri, tribunal or authority, hc in addition to any punishmenl for
offence relaling to lalse evidence under any other law for the limg
being in force. shali also be punished wilh imprisonmenl y,/hich may
extend to seven years or wjth ,inc which may extend to one milion
Rupees or with both.

(2) An offence under lhis Act shalt be triable by a Court of
Sessions.

(3) The Court shall not lake cognizance oF an offence under lhis
Act unless the Oirector General or any officLl, nominaled by the
Govemment, makes a cornplaint in writing in the prescribed manner.

14, Appeal. - (1) Any person aggrievd by an order or sentence
passed under sectioo l3 may, within thirty dayi, prefer an appeal to the
High Court.

15. ADnual performance report.- The Agency shall submat ils
annual performance reporl to the Government before the 31'! day o,
July in a year.

'16. Bar to aclion. - ('l) No aciion laken under this Act shalt be
called in question in any court or othe.wise except in the manner
provided in this Acl.

(2) No civil or criminal proceedings sha be inslituted
againat any person for anything done in good failh or purported lo
have been done under this Act.

17. Act to be lead ir conjunction with other taws.- Ihe
provisions oI this Act shall be read in conjuoction with and no[ in
derogation of any other law for the time being in force.

1s. Power to make rules.* The Gove
flotmcatbn in the ofilcial Gazefle, make rutes for

rnmenl may, by
carrying out the

purposeE oflhis Act.

19. Power to make regulalions.- The Agency may, wilh the
approval ot the GOvernment and by lolificalion in the ofiiciarGaze(e,
rnake regulatrons for carrying oLrt the pLlrposes of this Act.

i



STATEMENT OF Ogr'ICT Ar{D REASOTS

tn thc lslarnabad Capilal Tcrritory thcrc fu [o dcdicated Forensic Science
Laboratory lor e.xarninaton of forErsic tnatcrial and to rcnder cxpert opinioD bclore tie
courts and tribunals during ;nvcstjgation aod trists. presehtly, thc investgation
agencics in the ICT reler their cases Lo punjab afld KpK Io, lorcflsic cxa.Ednation. The
purpose of thc Bill is to establish a Forcnsic Scicncc Agcncy in the lslamsbad Capita]
Territory for drc exaj inetion of lorcnsic material and rcndcring oI cxpcrt opinion irl
respcct th€reof before any Court, tribunal or other offlcial aulhority.

4*rL"-}'--
Scisto! AzaE l{rrcci Trrar

Federal Minister fo, Law end Justice
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