
SUbJCCI: - REPORT OF THE STAN'DING COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE ON 'THE
TRADE ORGANISATION (AMENDMENT} BILL. 2022"

I, Chairman ofthe Slanding Committee on Commelce have the honor to present this report

on the Bill to amend the Tmde Organization Act, 2013 (II of 2013), [The ]'mde Organization

(Amendment) Bill, 20221 (Government Billl referred to the Comminee on 23'd May, 2022.

2, The Commiftee comprises the following: -
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3. The Committee considered the Bill as inhoduced in the National Assembly placrd at

(Annerure-A), in its meetings held on 26-07-2022,3l-08-2022,15-09-2022 alld 23-ll-2022 ar]d

proposed the following amendments rherein: -

Clause 2

After clause 1, following new clause 2, shall be inserted and the renaining clause!
shall bc rc.numbered accordingly:-

2. AjrendEent of Sectlon I, Act II of 2013,- ln the Trade

Organizations Act, 2013 (II of 2013), in Section 1, in sub-section (4), the

expression " l st January, 2Q22" shdl be substifuted with "lst Jar..u.ary 2023".
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Clause 3

Re-numbered clause 3, shall be substituted with the following, namely: -

3. AEcldEcEt of rcctlon 2, Act II of 2O13.-In the Trade

Organization Act, 2013 (lI of 2013), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in

section 2, for clause (p), the following shall be substituted, namely: -

(p) "Regu.lato/ means the Director General or any other oflicer not

less tJ:an Grade-2O appointed by the Division concerned to perform functions

r.mder this Act.

4. The ComEittee recommended that the Bill, as r€ported placed as (Artrerure.B), may be

passed by the National Assembly.

t4/
(TAIIIR IIUSSAITO

Secretary
Islamabad, rhe 44t November, 2022

sl/-
(KHURSHEED AHMED JUNEJO)

Chairrnan



ftinet,- AlTo BE INTRODUCED rN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLYI

A

BIII

to tlnend. lhe Tlade Orgaibt onAd,, 20, 3

WHEREAS it is cxpcdicnt to amend thc Tradc Orgsnization Act,

20 I 3. (II of 2O 1 3) , for thc purpoecs hcrcinaftcr appcaring;

:It is hercby enactcd a8 followa:-

l. ahort UU. B8d cot!.8!acctB.rrt.- (1) This Act shall bc called the

Ttadc Organization! (AmcndrocD!) Act, 2022.

(21 It shall comc into force at oncc, unlcse spccilicd ot]rerwisc.

a. A.EGadEGst ol .octto! 2, Aot tr of 2O1O.-In tic Tladc

Organization Act, 2013 (ll of 2O13), hcrcinaftcr rcfcrrEd to as thc said Act, in

scction 2, for clausc (p). the following shsll bc substitutcd, na-mely:-

(p) "Rcgulator' ttle€nr the Director Cencrql or any other officcr '
appointed by tltc diviaion conccmcd to perform ft.rnctions undcr tlfs Ac/. ",

3, A-lroadEcrtt of lGctlol 3, lot tr of 2(,13.- ln t]c said Act, in
scction 3,-

(a) In sub-scction (I), for the words'Federa.l Govcrnmcnt', thc

word 'RcgulBtor' sha.ll bc rubstitutcd;

(b) in sub-scction (2), in cl,au8c (b), in the provieo, for the words

'Fedcral Govemmenf, occurring tricc, t}lc worde 'division to
wtlich business of this Act stands allocatcd'shall bc

substitutcd; ard

(c) In sub-section (5), for thc waEde 'Fcderal covctrtmcnf, the
word "Regulatot, shall bc substitutcd.

4.
scction 4,-

AI[GEdEcat of ..ctloE 4, Act U of 2O13. - In tIe said Act, in



f (a) in sub-acction (21, for t}rc words 'Fedcrol

Govcmmene,occurring twice, the word 'Regulator" shall bc

aubstituted; and

(b) in sub-section (3), for the wordB'Fcdcral GovcrnmcnP,

occurring twicc, thc word 'Regulatoy' shall bc eubstitutcd.

ADord8 Et of xollo! ?, Ac't ll ol 2O13.- ln thc said Act, inl.
eection 7,-

\
(a) in sub-srction (1), for the words'Fcdcral Govemments, t}te

word 'Rcgu.latot- shall bc substitutcd;

(b) in sub-Eection (2), for t}le words 'Fcdcral OoverrrEcnf, the

word 'Regulato/ shall be substitutcci;

(c) in sub-scction (3), for t}re words 'Federal Gdwrnmcnf , the

word 'Regulator" Ehall bc substitutcd; and

(d) in sub-$ecuon (4), for the wordE'Federal GovcrnmcDf, t}re'
word 'Rcgul,atof sha.ll bc substitutcd.

6. AE trdao.lt of r.otloE 8t /lct II of 2(,13.- In the aaid Act, in
sectioo 8, in sub-scction (l),-

(a)in clause (a), for tJlc words 'Federal Governmcnf , ttte

word "Rc8ulator' shall bc Bubstitutcd;

(b) in clausc lb), for the words'Fcdera.l covcrnmcnf, the nord

"Regulator' shall be subs(ituted; and

(c)in clause (c), for the words 'Fcdcral GovcmmenP, the word

"Reg\rlator' shall be substituted,

7. AII EdEGat of .cctlo! 9, Act lI of 2olg.-In t}Ic s€jd Act, m
scation 9, in sub-section (1), for the words "Fcdcral Governmenf, occurring
twicc, tle word, 'Regulatof shall bc subBtituted.

8. AEcadscBt of roctlsu ll, Act U of 2olg.-ln the said Act, in
scction 11,-

,



( (a) ir sub-scction {1}, for thc words "onc ycar', the words 'two
years' shell bc Eubstitutcd froo thc le JaIuary,20231
in clausc (a), the cxpression'to thc 3lst day of Dcccmber"

shau bc omitted from thc 1d Januarlr , 2o2gi a'rd

in clause (b), the cxprcsEion 'to the 30ti day of Septcmbc/

sha.lt be omittcd from t}lc l"t January, 2023.

(b)

(c)

9. A.EcadEGrt of r.ctloE 12, Aet tt of 2013.- In the said Act, in

scction 12,-

(a) i! EuFecction (l), for thc word8 "Fcderal Governrncnf, the

' words'division to which bueiness of this Act etandc allocated'

shall be substitutcd; ard

(b) in rub-s€ction (3), for thc words'Fcderal Governmcnf, the

.words 'divieion to wNch bu8incBs of this Act stands altrocatcd'

shall bc substituted.

loj '/lDcadEGDt of .octlotr 13, Aot tI of 2013.- In thc said Act, in .

scction 13,-

(a) in sub-section (tl, for the words'Federal Governmcnf, the

words 'division to which busincae of this Act stalds allocqtcd'

shall b€ substitutcd; arld

(b) in Eub-scction (2), for thc words'Fcdcral covcrnment'. thc

words "dieision to which busiqcas of this Act stands allocatcd'
shall bc substitutcd.

. 11. ArE adaGlt of t ctloE ltr Act II ot 2o13.-ln thc Eaid Act, in
acction 15, in sub-scction (3), for thc worde "Federal Governmcnf, thc words,

'sccrFtary of the division to which busincss of tiis Act stande allocated' shsll

bc sub8tituted.

12. ATEGDdEoEt of rcctloa 16, Act U of 2013.- In thc said Act, ir
acction 8,-

3



C
(al in eub-scction (1), for t}lc words "Federal Goven,mcne, the

Pords "Eccrctaty of the division to which brraine6s of thi6 Act

$tands allocatcd' shall be substitutcd;

(b) in sub-scction (2),

(i) in clausc (b), for thc words "Fcdcral Govemment', thc *ords

'secretary of ttrE divisi,on to which business of this Act

stands allocatcd' shall bc oubetihrtcd; ard

(ii)in clauec (c), for the words'Fcdcral Govemmcne, o."Ltirrg
twice, ttrc words 'sccrctary of the division to which buaincss

of ttris Act stands allocated" shall be substituted.

ifA ^EoEdEcrt 
of .Gotloa 17, Act U of 2o13.-ln the said Act, in

ucctioyr fZ, in sub-scction (3), for the words'Federal Govcm-acnf, ttrc words,

'diviston to which busincas of thio Act etands allocated' Bhall bc rubstitutcd.
!'
1+. A!rG!.l;c!i of l.ctloB 19, Act tr of 2o13.-In the Eaid Act, in

scction 19, in sub-scction (1), for the words'Fcdcral Govcrnmcnf, thc wordB,

'divirion to which busincss of t}lis Act o'la'lds alloc€.ted' sha.ll bc aubstitutad.

16. AEGldDcnt of rcot[oa 20, Act U of 2O13,-In the said Acq in
scction 20, in Bub-section (1), for the words'Federal Govemmenf, thc words,

'dirision to which busincss of t}lis Act stands allocatcdl shall be substitutcd.

16. AE.adEcat of .6otloE 21, Act tI of 2O13.- tn t}le said Act, in
section 21,-

(a) in suusection (2), for t}Ie words 'Fcdcral GovernmcnB, thc
E'ords "sccrctary of thc division to which busincsr of tlds Act
stands allocated' shall bc sub8tituted;

(b) in sub-section (3), for the words "Fedcral Govcm.rrc4e, thc
words "accrctary of the division to which buainess of thie Act
stands allocatcd' Ehall bG sub8titutcd; and

+



r (c) in suEsection (4), for the words'Federal Govcmmenf, the

words 'lc'crctary of thc diyi8ion to which buaineea of this Act

standa a-llocated' shdl bc substitutcd.

17. A.EcldraDt of roctlo! 2:!, Act II of ml3,-ln thc said Act, in
secuon 22, in.sub-Ecction (1), for the words'Fedcia.l Govemmcnt', thc words,

'division to which busincas of r.his Act stands allocated' shall bc Eubstitutcd.

18. lEcEd.EcEt of rGctloE 23, Act lI of 2o13.-ln thc said Act, in

scction 23, for thc words 'Fcderal Govcrnmcnf, whcrrvcr occurring, thc'words,

"divicion to rrNch busincsa of this Act stande allocated' shall bc subetitutcd.

19. AE.rdEGnt of roctlor 27. Act tl of 2O13.-In the said Act, in

scction 27, in sub-scction (3), for thc words'Fedcral Govcrnmenf, tic word,

'Rcgulatoa srld for thc word 'it', thc word 'he' shall be substitutcd.

20' AEGEdEclt of r.ctlos 33, Act U of 2o13.-ln thc said A.t, in
scction 33, for thc worda "Fcderal Govcmmcnf, occurring twice, the words,

'dieision to t,hich busincss of t].is Act standE allocated' shall bc substitutcd.

2L. Arncld.raq[t of roctloa 34, Act U ot 2O13.-In thc said Act, in

scction 34, il eub-acction (2), for t}le words "Fcderd Governmenf, oc.urrinB

twicc, thc words,'division to which business of this Act Btard8 allocatcd'shall

bc aubstituted.

T
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STA|TEMBNT OF OBIECTS & REASONS

'lrade organizations (fos) are legulated under the Trade Organlzation Act,

2073 (reftned to as 'l CJA, 2013). The Act and its subBequert rule6 aim to definc the

purpxlse, role, responsibitities and operational frame work including code ol

corporate Sovfrnance for f Os and their relad matrer8.

2. The Trade organizations Act 201.3 tus given ccrtain functione and powerc to

be ex€Ecised by the Federal Govemment. 'Ihcse furrtions and powers relate o
legulation of opqational matters of uade organizatione and hence, it ia approp;ate

thst such furctions and powerg atc given to CommerEe Division or the Rrgulator ot

1!ade Organizations. The ameardments propose that the Powen of F€deld

Gove$ment r€lating to operational matt€rs of trade orgBnization8 be givett to

Commerca Division or the Regrlator'frade Ortanizltions (or gnooth functioning o{

sqy to day alfai6 of trade organizations" Moreover, the tenure of oEice bearers of trede

bodies also needs to be incleafed 6om existhg orE (01) year to two (02) ye6r. to

prol,ide adequate time to the oflice bearers to implefient their agenda.

3. The proposed am€ndmento in the Trade Organizadons Act, 2013 wi enable

the olfice of the expeditious dispocal of op€tational irsue8 in the regulation of tade

organizations by dlte Directorate General of Trade Organi.zation (DG'TO) and

Commerce Division. lncreasing the tenure of the trade Mies to two years Irom the

existing one vear will enable the management of kade MieE to implement their

policies and agendas by geftint sufficicnt timc.

(Syed Nave€d Qamar)
Minigter of Commerce d. Investrnent



Annex-B

[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]

Blll

To amend the Trade Orgaflizatiofl Act, 2013

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend t}le Trade Organization Ac!
2013 (ll of 2013), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and corrmeaceEeEt.- (1) This Act shall be called the

Tiade Organizations (Amendment) Act, 2022.

12) It shall, come into force at once, unless specified otherwise.

2. Atlead.Eert of SectioE I, Act II of 2013.- In tlle Trade

Organizations Act, 2013 (II of 2013), in Section 1, ifl sub-section (4), the

expression '1st January, 2022' shall be substituted with " 1st January 2023".

3. AmeudEent of aectlon 2, Act II of 2o13.-ln the Trade

Organization Act, 2Ol3 (ll of 2Ol3), hereinafter referred to as the said Act, in
section 2, for clause (p), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

(p) "Regulator2 means the Director General or any other oIficei not

less than Grade-2o appointed by the Division concemed to perform functions

under this Act.

4. AlreEdBeEt of section 3, Act II of 2013.- In the said Act, in

section 3,-

(a) In sub-section (1), for the words "Federal Government", the

. 
word "Regulator" sha-Il be substituted;

(b) in sub-section (2), in clause (b), in the proviso, for the words

"Federal Government", occurring twice, the words "division to

which business of this Act stands allocated" shall be

substil uted; and

(c) In sub-section (5), for the words "Federal Government", the

word "Regulator" shall be substituted.



5. A.EeldEeDt of sectlon 4, Act U of 2013. - In the said Act, in

section 4,-

(a) in sub-section (2), for the words "Federal Governmenf,

occurring twice, t]le word "Regulator" shall be substituted; and

' (b) in sub-section (3), Ior the words "Federal Government",

occurring twice, the word "Regulator' shall be substituted.

6. Amendment of sectlo! 7, Act II of 2013.- In the said Act, in

section 7,-

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words "Federal Government", the

word "Regulator" shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-section (2), for the words "Federal Govemment", the

word "Regulator" shall be substituted;

(c) in sub-section (3), for the words "Federal Govemment", the

word "Regulato/ shall be substituted; and

(d) in sub-section (4), for the words "Federal Government", the

word "Regulator' shall be substituted.

7. A.EeEdrreut of aectioE 8, Act U of 2013.- In tle said Act, in

section 8, in sub-section (1),-

(a) in clause (a), for t}Ie words "Federa.l Government', t}le

word "Regulato/ sha.ll be substituted;

(b) in clause (b), for t}Ie words "Federal Govemmenf, tlle word

"Regulato/ shall be substituted; and

(c) in clause (c), for the words'Federal Government", the word

"Regulator" shall be substituted,

a, AmelrdEeat of aectioE 9, Act II of 2O13.-In the said Act, in
section 9, in sub-section (1), for the words nFederal Governmenf, occurring
twice, the word, 'Regulator' shall be substituted.

0



9, AEeadment of section 12, Act II of 2013.- In the said Act, in
section 12,-

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words "Federal Government", the

words 'division to which business of this Act stands allocated

shall be substituted; and

(b) in sub-section (3), for the words "Federa.l Government", the

words "division to which business of this Act stands allocated"

shall be substituted.

lO. AEeEdEeEt of section 13, Act II of 2013.- In the said Act, in

section 13,-

(a) in sub-section (1), for t}Ie words "Federal Government', t}Ie

words "division to which business of this Act stands allocated"

sha.ll be substituted; and

(b) in sub-section (2), for the words "Federa-l Governmen8, the

words "division to which business of this Act stands allocated"

shall be substtuted.

11. A.EeEdEert of aectlo! 15, Act II of 2o13.-ln the said Act in
section 15, in sub-section (3), for the words "Federal Govemment", the words,

"secretary of the division to which business of this Act stands allocated" shall

be substituted.

12. Aneudmeut of aection 16, Act II of 2013.- In t}Ie said Act, in

section 8,-

(a) in sub-section (1), for the words "Federa.l Government", the

words usecretary of the division to which business oI this Act

stands a.llocated" shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-section (2),

(i)in clause (b), for the words "Federal Govemmenf , the words

"secretar5r of the division to which business of ttris Act

stards allocated" shall be substituted; and

aJ



19. A-EendEent of sectlon 27, Act ll of 2O13.-In the said Act, in

section 27, in sub-section (3), for the words "Federal Government", the word,

"Regulato," and for the word "it", the word "he" shall be substituted.

20. Arnelrd-tneat of sectioa 33, Act U of 2o13.-ln the said Act, iIl
section 33, for the words "Federal Government", occurring twice, the words,

"division to which business of this Act stands allocated" shall be substituted.

21. Ameadrrent of sectlon 34, Act U of 2O13.-In the said Act, in

section 34, in sub-section (2), for the words "Federal Government", occurring

twice, the words, "division to which business of this Act stands allocated'shall

be substituted,



STATEMENT OF OBIBCTS & REASONS

-I radc Organjzations (fos) are regulated under the Trade Organization Act,

2073 (rfcrrcd to ai 1oA, 2oi3). The Act aric it0 subaequmt rul€s aim to define the

purpose rolc, responsibilities and oFrational frame work induding code ol

corporate tovernance for 'I'Os and tlreir relad matters.

2. The Trade Ortanizations Act,2013 has given certain fuictions 6nd powlrs to

be oxerciocd by the Fed.eral Governmcnt. These functions and powers relEte bo

regulation o( opelational rnatte$ oI ttEde organizations and hence, it is apptoptiale

that such functions and powers are given to Commerce Division or the Regulator of

lrade Organizations. The amendmentE propose that the powers oI Fedgal

Gove.rnment relating to opetational mattrre of trade organiationo be giv€n to

Commcrcc Divirion or the Retulator 'l'rade Organizatioru for shooth furtioning oI

ray to day alfairs of hade organizations. Moreove!, the tenure o{ office bearers oI trade

bodieo also needs to be increa.Ged from existing orle (01) year to two (O2) y6r' to '
ptovidc adequat€ tirne to the o{Iice bearer8 to irnplement their agenda.

3, The proposed amendments in the Trade OrganizAtions Act 201.3 wtll etuble

tlte office oI the expeditious dispoeal of opetational ireueo h the regulation of Eade

orSanizations by the Directorate General of Trade Organization (DGTO) aIld

Commerce Division. Increasing the tenure o( the trade Mies to two year8 lrom the

existinS ore vear will enable the managcment of nade bodies to impleanent their

policies anJ agendas by gctting sufficicnt ttmc.

(Syed Naveed Qalrrr)
Minilter of Commerce & Invedtsrrent


