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N 'TIONAL ASS]iMIIt,Y SECRXTARIAT

RXPOR'T OF THf STANDING COTf}trITEf, ON NTERIOR ON TIIf, ('RII!II\_AL

LAW (.4MXNDMf,NT) BILI-. 20' I

I, Chairman of rhe Shnding Commir€e on Iolerior havc the hono. lo presenr this

r€port on fte Bill furrher ro amend the Pakistrn Penal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of 1860) and

Cd. ofcrininal ltoc€dure, 1898 (Acl V of 1898) l'fte Criminal Iru (Amendrnenr) Bill,
202 11 ("rivale Member's BiU), refen€d ,o lh€ Committ . or 1 56 Scptembcr, 2020.

2. '[te Conmilte! cohprises the followirg:

ChclrEar

Memb€r
Membcr
Member
Metnbcr

Mernber
Menb.r
M€mber

Membcr
Membcr
Membcr

Membcr
Member

Membcr
Membcr
Ex-olficio Member

:1. The Comminee considerEd Ihe Bill a.s introduccd in dte National Asseftbly plac€d at

Arner-A, in its me€ting held on 28-9-2020, 19- 10-2020, l9-t 1-2020, 0341-2021. t842-2021
a.d 07-4-2021 recommends that the Bill a! inlroduced may b€ passcd by lllc National
Ass{mblt. Hononblc Membe6 Ms. Maryarn Auranezeib, Mr. Muhaflmad PcBaiz Malilq Mr.
Nad.em Abbas, Sled Agha Raliullah ard }rr. AMul Qdir Parcl showed ftere reseNations on

the Bi,l and thoy submined notes ofdiss.nl oo thc Bill, which is pbced at Alraer B.

l) Reir Xhorram Sbltzsd Nr*rz
2) Mr. Sh€r Akbar Khan
3) Mehar Ghulan Muhammad hli
4) Mr. Raza Nasrullah
5) Khwaja Sheraz Mehmood
6) Mr. knat Aman UUah Bhatti
7) Malik Karamat Ali Khokhar
8) Sa.rda. Talib Haslan N!k&i
9) IIs. Nafe€sa Inayarullah Khan Khatrak
l0)Mr. Muhammad Akhtar Mengal
I I) Nawabzada ShMair Bugti.
l2) Malik Sohail klhaD
l3) Rana Shamim Ahmed (han
l4) I,lt. Mohamnad P€rvaiz l{alik
I5) Mr. Nade€m Abbas
I 6) Ms. Maryam Aurangraib
17)Syed Agha Rafiullah
I 8) Nawab Muhammad YousufTalpur
l9) Mr. AbdLrlQadir PalEl
20) M.r. Asmarullah
21) Shcikh Rashid Al'mcd

Minister for lnierio.

-sd-
(TAHIR HUSSAIN)

Sc(relary

LL!!@s!, t !E1X:-Aa42!21

-sd-
(RAJA KHLIRR.AM SHAHZAD NAWAZ)

Chairman

Slanding Comm;ttee on lnterior



ANNf,X. A

IAS REPORTED BY THf, STAI{DING COMMITTEE]

{

Biri 
"

turther to aoend tle Pakistan PmalCode and the Code of Cr]minal Procedure, l8q8

WHERXAS il is expedient firnher to arnend fie Pakistan Penal Code (Act la.V of

1 8(;0) and the Codo of Criminal Prooodurc, I 898 (Act V of I 898) for the purpose her€ inafte.

appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

(2) lt shau come inio force at once

2. Insertiotr of new section 500A, Act )(LV of 1860. , Ii th€ Pakisran Pen4l
1l

Code (Acl XLV of 1860), after sectioi 500, the following new section shall b€ iNerted

namelyi

l. Short tiile sDd commeocemeot, - (l) This Act shall be called liie Cdminal

Las \ (Amendmenrl ALl, l02l

Imprisonment for r\no

Ycars, or fine, or both

"500A irteDlioml ridiculing of the rroed forces etc. - Whosoever

intentionally ridicules, bdrys into disrepute or defames lhe amed forces of Pakislan

or a member thereoi he shaJl bc guilty of an offenc€ purishable with impisonment

for a term which lnay extehd to two years. or with. fine which msy ext€nd to five

hundre.d tholsand rupeei or rifi bofi."

l. Amendn ent of Sched e I, Act V of 1898. - In the Cod€ of Criminal

Prcc€dure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), in Sohedule I, after section 500, in column ,1 and the

eftri€s rElating lher€lo in columDs 2 to 8, the following new section and lhe entries rclaling

rhenb shallbe irueded namely: -

l

I

"500A

intentional ridiculing of
the Armed Forces elc.

Dito Ditto Dilto Dino Ditto';

1



STATE}IENT OF OIIIECTS .T\D REASONS

bringing dhrepule to the armed forc€s inslitution in accordance with the law

The bill proposes anendrnentr in thc Pakistatr Pcnal Code aad the CodE of Crimin l
h4edurc. Thc proposed in*nion of sr;on 500.{ shall penalize $e intentionrl ndiculing

ard dcfarhing ofthe armcd for.es of Pakistan or any of its memb6rs. A pe$on guilty olsuch

offence will be punished wilh imprisonm€nt for a tem up to two yeaq or lincd for up to liv.
hundred thousand rupees. The purpose of this amendnent is to prevent hated and

dis.espectful behavior against the armed forc€s. Saict action should b€ taken o8shst tlose
)

i

i
!

Mr. Amjsd Ali Khan,

MNA
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Antre\. B
NOTE OI' I)ISSIiNT

Thcre is no deanh ofadmiral;on lbr our armed fbrces. it is manifested NIcn
rher- assist cirilian adminislrations in rcscuing victims of earthquakes and floodsi \rhetr fteir
hclicopten pluck strandsl climb€rs from Eozen mountainsides; and, most of sll, wbcn

soldiers are martyred while defending Pakistan. Indeed, when institutions acl wi6in thcir

constirutional limits. their prcnige will incr.as€.

2. As far this Bill is concemed, zu) ambiguous lerm 'int€ntionally ridicules,

bdngs into dis.eputc or defames the armed fon s of Pak;ian or a mcmber ther.of is being

uscd and il would be difiicult to d€lermin., who did such act'intetuionally'or
uninrentionally'. Cofls€quenrly, th€.e are fears thar such amendmenl to the Pakistan Ponal

Code could b. ll!€d as political viclimizrrion. S..ondly. lhe tenn is bcing spplied so broadly

as to evcn preclude Iafu comment - indeed, lo cxtend blanket im,nunity to certain
persomlities themsclv€s.

L lt is peninenr ro mcntion her. that in the brief of fie B;ll \yhich the Ministry
has sharcd with the Corrmitt€e. il has bcen rclealed fiat lhe Bill was sharcd to all
shkeholders, including tumcd Forces and no onc else except the Provincial Governmenl of
KP did not.€spond, and that aho opposcd the am.nlncnt.

,1. I'unhermore, this cou ry has livcd thmugh muliiple milftary dictatorships;
and sedor s.curil) forces pclsonncl, reticd and olher*isc. run vast corpomte concerns.

Parlituncnl must not place these areas beyond lhc scope of fai comment, which is made in
the public inter€st and lh€rehy connituc a defence against a charye of defamation. Surcly rhe

milirar) itselfwould rather not be see, as so iniolcrant ofconstn clive criticism.

5. D€famalioo taw and Article 19 oflhe Constitulion ah€ady cotcr $e above.

The above is alr€ady in opposition !o lieedom of expression which is hean of the

CDnstiturion. Introducing such amendments nakes the institurion controve.sial and the
question arises lhal why there is a n€d of such &neodment ;n 1864 Penal Code. This will
destroy the repute and iDlcgri, of the iNtitution. The kw and Interior Ministr"v is not
prepar€d 6nd did not give any €omparison to the existing la*s and Adicle of th€ Consriturion.
And the Chairman Mr. Khurram Nawaz corv€yed his displ€asurE tothc Lau L{inistl,.

5d

Syed Agh. Rrffullah

Mr. Abdul Qadir Pltel

trds. Mrnam Aurrngzrlb

Mr. Muhamnrd PcnaizMrlik

Mr. Naderm Abbrs

\,1\AS
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