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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF STANDING CO EE ON INTERIOR ON CRIMINAL
LAW (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Interior have the honor to present this
report on the Bill further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of 1860) and
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898) [The Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill,
2021] (Private Member’s Bill), referred to the Committee on 15" September, 2020.

2 The Committee comprises the following:

1) Raja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz Chairman
2) Mr. Sher Akbar Khan Member
3) Mehar Ghulam Muhammad Lali Member
4) Mr. Raza Nasrullah Member
5) Khawaja Sheraz Mehmood Member
6) Mr. Rahat Aman Ullah Bhatti Member
7) Malik Karamat Ali Khokhar Member
8) Sardar Talib Hassan Nakai Member
9) Ms. Nafeesa Inayatullah Khan Khattak Member
10) Mr. Muhammad Akhtar Mengal Member
11) Nawabzada Shazain Bugti. Member
12) Malik Sohail Khan Member
13) Rana Shamim Ahmed Khan Member
14) Mr. Mohammad Pervaiz Malik Member
15) Mr. Nadeem Abbas Member
16) Ms. Marvam Aurangzaib Member
17) Syed Agha Rafiullah Member
18) Nawab Muhammad Yousuf Talpur Member
19) Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel Member
20) Mr. Asmatullah Member
21) Sheikh Rashid Ahmed Ex-officio Member

Minister for Interior
3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed at
Annex-A, in its meeting held on 28-9-2020, 19-10-2020, 19-11-2020, 03-01-2021, 18-02-2021
and 07-4-2021 recommends that the Bill as infroduced may be passed by the National
Assembly. Honorable Members Ms. Maryam Aurangzaib, Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik, Mr.
Nadeem Abbas, Syed Agha Rafiullah and Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel showed there reservations on
the Bill and they submitted notes of dissent on the Bill, which is placed at Annex B.

-Sd- -Sd-
(TAHIR HUSSAIN) (RAJA KHURRAM SHAHZAD NAWAZ)
Secretary Chairman

Islamabad, thea™ Bpy, 2021 - Standing Committee on Interior




[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]

A
Bill

further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code and the Code of Crimiﬂal Procedure, 1898

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of
1860) and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898) for the purpose hereinafter

appcariﬁg;
It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement. — (1) This Act shall be called the Criminal
Laws (Amendment) Act, 2021.

2) It shall come into force at once. .

2. Tnsertion of new section 5004, Act XLV of 1860. I the Pakistan Peng!
Code (Act XLV of 1860), after section 500, the following new section shall be inserted‘,

namely:-

“S00A intentional ridiculing of the armed forces :etc. ~ Whosoever
intentionally ridicules, brings into disrepute or defames the armed forces of Pakistan
or a member thereof, he shall be guilty of an offence punishable with imprisonment
for a term which may extend to two years, or with fine which may extend to ﬁvé

hundred thousand rupees, or with bo H

3. Amendment of Schedule 11, Act V of 1898. — In the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898), in Schedule 11, after section 500, in column I and the
entries relating thereto in columns 2 to 8, the following new section and the entries relating
thereto shall be inserted -namely: -

“S00A Punishment for Ditto | Ditto | Ditto | Ditto | Imprisonment for two | Ditto”;
; .

intentional ridiculing of : [ s " | years, or fine, or both

the Armed Forces efc.

|




STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The bill proposes amendments in the Pakistan Penal Code and the Code of Criminal
Procedure. The proposed insertion of section 500A shall penalize the intentional ridicﬁ]ing
and defamning of the armed forces of Pakistan or any of its members. A person guilty of such -
offence will be punished with imprisonment for a term up to two years, or fined for up to five
hundred thousand rupees. The purpose of this' amendment is to prevent hatre(f and
disrespectful behavior against the armed forces. Strict action should be taken against those

bringing disrepute to the armed forces institution in accordance with the law. '

Mr. Amjad Ali Khan,
MNA




Annex. B
NOTE OF DISSENT

There is no dearth of admiration for our armed forces. it is manifested when
they assist civilian administrations in rescuing victims of earthquakes and floods: when their
helicopters pluck stranded climbers from frozen mountainsides; and, most of all, when
soldiers are martyred while defending Pakistan. Indeed, when institutions act within their
constitutional limits, their prestige will increase. :

2. As far this Bill is concerned, an ambiguous term “intentionally ridicules,
brings into disrepute or defames the armed forces of Pakistan or a member thereof” is being
used and it would be difficult to determine, who did such act ‘intentionally’ or
unintentionally’. Consequently, there are fears that such amendment to the Pakistan Penal
Code could be used as political victimization. Secondly, the term is being applied so broadly
as to even preclude fair comment - indeed, to extend blanket immunity to certain
personalities themselves.

3 It is pertinent to mention here that in the brief of the Bill which the Ministry
has shared with the Committee, it has been revealed that the Bill was shared to all
stakeholders, including Armed Forces and no one else except the Provincial Government of
KP did not respond, and that also opposed the amendment.

4, Furthermore, this country has lived through multiple military dictatorships;
and senior security forces personnel, retired and otherwise, run vast corporate concerns.
Parliament must not place these areas beyond the scope of fair comment, which is made in
the public interest and thereby constitute a defence against a charge of defamation. Surely the
military itself would rather not be seen as so intolerant of constructive criticism.

5. Defamation Law and Article 19 of the Constitution already cover the above.
The above is already in opposition to freedom of expression which is heart of the
Constitution. Introducing such amendments makes the institution controversial and the
question arises that why there is a need of such amendment in 1864 Penal Code. This will
destroy the repute and integrity of the institution. The Law and Interior Ministry is not
prepared and did not give any comparison to the existing laws and Article of the Constitution.
And the Chairman Mr. Khurram Nawaz conveyed his displeasure to the Law Ministry,

-Sd-

Syed Agha Rafiullah
Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel
Ms. Maryam Aurangzaib
Mr. Muhammad Pervaiz Malik
Mr. Nadeem Abbas
MNAs
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