NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE ON THE
CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Law and Justice, have the honour to

present this report on the Bill further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan [The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2021 (Article 36)] (Private Member’s Bill)

referred to the Committee on 27" May, 2021.

Z The Committee comprises the following:-

1. Mr. Riaz Fatyana Chairman
2. Mr. Atta Ullah Member
3. Mr. Lal Chand Member
4. Mr. Muhammad Faroog Azam Malik Member
5. Ms. Kishwer Zehra Member
6. Ms. Maleeka Ali Bokhari Member
7. Mr. Mehboob Shah Member
8. Malik Muhammad Ehsan Ullah Tiwana Member
9. Malik Umer Aslam Khan Member
10. Mr, Junaid Akbar Member
11. Ms. Shunila Ruth Member
12. Mr. Mohsin Nawaz Ranjha Member
13. Rana Sana Ullah Khan Member
14. Ch. Mehmood Bashir Virk Member
15. Mr. Usman lbrahim ; Member
16. Khawaja Saad Rafique Member
17. Mr. Qadir Khan Mandokhail Member
18. Syed Naveed Qamar Member
19. Dr. Nafisa Shah Member
20. Ms. Aliya Kamran Member
21. Barrister Dr. Muhammad Farogh Naseem Ex-officio Member

Minister for Law and Justice
3 The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed
at (Annex-A), in its meetings held on 14 July, 9% September, 7" October, 2021 and 03+
March, 2022. The Committee recommended that the Bill as introduced may be passed by

the Assernbly.

Sd/- Sd/-
TAHIR HUSSAIN (RIAZ FATYANA)
Secretary Chairman

Islamabad, the 13" May, 2022




| AS REPORTED BY THE STANTING COMMITTEE
' A

BILL

further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

. WHEREAS it is expedlent further to amend the Coristifution of the Islamiic
Republxc of Pakistan for the purpose hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

I.  Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Constitution
(Amendm’cnt] Act, 2021.

L2 R shall come into force at once.

2. - Amendment of Preamble of the Constitution.- In the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, herein after referred as the Constitution in the Preamble, for the word
“minotities”, occurring twice, the expression “non-Muslims” shall be substituted; and

3. Amendment of Article-36 of the Constitution.- In the Constitution in Article- 36 for
the word “minorities”, wherever occurring, the expression “non-Muslims” shall be substituted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

. It is against the spirit of the Constitiition , 1973 to discriminate a large numbpl of
popu]atwns by clcclarmg them mmonty while the sacrifices of that population are remarkabl= in
every sphere of life for the prosperity, growth and bright future of the country. It is the
responsibility of the state to refrain from using the word Minority when referring to non-
Muslims. -

2. - In the Constitution, the word “Minority” used for four ~time while the word “non-
Muslims used for fificen time which shows the intent of the makers of the Constitution,
thercfoire. this anomaly shall be omitted by substituting the word “Minority” with the word “non-
Mus}irhs in a democratic Pakistan, the use of the word Minority which refer to non-Muslims
may result in the later bemg treated as second-class citizens. This tendency seems to be. getting
stronger lately.

3. : As a Politician and member of the non-Muslims community whose research covers
interfaith dialogue, tolerance and religious freedom, I hope this leads to meaningful discussion
for a better democratic life in Pakistin. This constitutional amendment will be a constructive
effort to establish equality and justice for every citizen to build Pakistan as a home for everyone.

SdF~

MR. KESOO MAL KHEEAL DAS,
Member National Assembly
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