NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS AND INTER-
FAITH HARMONY ON “THE PUBLICATION OF THE HOLY QURAN

(ELIMINATION OF PRINTING AND RECORDING ERRORS) (AMENDMENT) BILL
2021™

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony
have the honour to present report of the Committee on the Bill further to amend the Publication
of the Holy Quran (Elimination of Printing and Recording Errors) Act, 1973 to the extent of
Islamabad Capital Territory [The Publication of the Holy Quran (Elimination of Printing and
Recording Errors) (Amendment) Bill, 2021] (Government Bill), referred to the Standing
Committee on 19® April 2021.

2. The Committee comprises the following:

1. Syed Imran Ahmad Shah Chairman
2. Choudhary Faqir Ahmed Member
3. Mr. Ehsan-ul-Haq Bajwa ' Member
4. Begum Tahira Bokhari Member
5. Ms. Shahnaz Saleem Malik Member
6. Mr. Kesoo Mal Kheeal Das Member
7. Mr. Naveed Amir Jeeva Member
8. Pir Syed Fazal Ali Shah Jillani Member
9. Ms. Shagufta Jumani Member
10. Mr. Muhammad Anwar Member
11. Ms. Shahida Akhtar Ali Member
12. Ms. Saira Bano Member
13. Mr. Saleem Rehman Member
14.  Sahibzada Sibghatullah Member
15. Mr. Muhammad Bashir Khan Member
16. Prince Muhammad Nawaz Allai Member
17. Mr. Mujahid Ali Member
18.  Raja Riaz Ahmad Member
19.  Ch. Javed Igbal Warraich Member
20. Mr. Jamshed Thomas Member
21. Mufti Abdul Shakoor Ex-officio Member

Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly, placed at
(Annex-A), in its meeting held on 4" October 2021. The Committee recommended that the Bill,

as introduced, may be passed by the Assembly.

Sd/- Sd/-
(TAHIR HUSSAIN) (SYED IMRAN AHMAD SHAH)
Secretary Chairman

Islamabad, the 27" July 2022



ANNEX-A’
[AS REPORTED BY THE COMMITTEE] £

A
Bill

Jurther to amend the Publication of the Holy Quran (Elimination of Printing and Recording
Errors) Act, 1973 to the extens of Islamabad Capital: Territory;

WHEREAS it is expedient further jo amend the Publitation of the Holy Quran
(Elimination of Printing and Recording Errors) Act, 1973 (LIV of 1973) to the extent of
Islamabad Capital Territory, for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

it is hereby enacted as follows:-

F Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act shall be called the Publication
of the Holy Quran (Elimination of Printing and Recording Errors) (Amendment) Act, 2021,

(2) It shall come into force at once.

3 Amendment of section 1, Act LIV of 1973.- In the Publication of the Holy
Guran {Elimination of Printing and Recording Errors) Act, 1973 (LIV of 1973), hereinafter
called as the said Act, in section 1, in sub-section (2), ﬁrrﬂlﬂwurd“?uklﬂm the words

“Islamabad Capital Territory" shall be substituted.
3 Amendments of section 2, Act LIV of 1973.- In the said Act, in section 2,-

(@)  clauses (aa), (b), (c), (d), (dd), (ddd) and (e} dnu be re-lettered as (b),
(), (0, (g), (h), (i) and {j) respectively; _

(b) nﬂuchme(b),m—hnaedasaﬁnmmhefouowbgm clauses (c)
and (d) shall be inserted; samely:-

“(¢) dnmapdonhaheedcap» afﬁefﬂyﬂwm”hcluduamb-
standard copy. of the Hely Quran, demaged or worn-out pages
ofihe%ly@mmda&amm&qmg@nnmvm

(@)  “disposal™ means collection and storage of damaged or shaheed
eopy of the Holy Quran and includes its burial under the
ground or its disposal in the sea or: ﬂwammycimg it in such
manner as conforms o its hoimﬁssnd sanetity;";

(¢)  for clause (g), redetiered as Em dn following shall be
substituted, namelv:-

@  in clause (), re-letiered as aforesaid, for the word, “Committee” the
words “Quran Board”, shall be substituted.




4, Amendments of seetion 3, Act LIV of 1973, In the said Act, in section 3,-

{a) for the words “Department of the Provincial Government”, the words
“Directorate, Islamabad Capital Territory,” shall be substituted;

(d)  the words, “within whose jurisdiction he is carrying on his business in
such manner™ shall be omitted.

s, Amendments of section 4, Act LIV of 1973.- In the said Act, in section 4,-

(a) for the marginel heading, “Committee of Ulema”, the marginal heading,
“Quran Board” shall be substituted;

(b) in sub-section (1), for the words, “appoint a Commitee of Ulema®, the
words “constitute a Quran Board”, shall be substituted; and

¢} for sub-sections (2) and (3), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(2) The Federal Government shall in the prescribed manner
cause a copy of the Holy Quran to be prepared and shall forward it 1o the
Quran Board for authentication as a standard copy.

(3)  The Federal Government shall in the prescribed manner
keep the standard copy in the Government archives for safe custody
including to upload it on website of the Division to which business of
religious affairs stands allocated.”; and

(d) after sub-section (3), substituted as aforesaid, the following new sub-
sections (4) and (5) shall be added, namely:-

“4y  The Quran Board shall recommend steps for error-free
printing and publication or recording of the Holy Quran and shall,
subject to the direction of the Government, supervise the work of error-
free printing and publication and recording of the Holy Quran including
uploading the copies on the internet.

* The Quran Board shall perform such other functions as
may be preseribed.”.

6. Amendments of section 5, Act L1V of 1973.-_In the said Act, in section §, in

mbm (4), in the proviso, after the expression “(c)”, the words “ unless he is found
negligent in the performance of his duty™ shall be inserted.



7. Insertion of new section 5C, Act LIV ol 1 v o fler section
5. the following new section shall be inserted, namely:-

25C Disposal of damaged or shaheed copies.- A publisher or & recording
company shall make suitable arrangements in the prescribed manner for disposal of
damaged or shaheed copy of the Holy Quran.”,

8. Amendment of section 6, Act LIV of 1973.- In the said Act, in section 6, in
sub-seetion (1), for the word, “five”, the word, “twenty”, shall be substituted. .,

9, Amendment of section 8, Act LIV of 1973.- In the said Act, in section §, in
sub-section (2);-
(&) inclause (c), the word “and” al the end shall be omitted;

(b) inclause (d), for full stop-af the end, a'semicolon shall be substituted and
thersafier the following new clauses (¢) and (f) shall be added, namely:-

“(e) the constitution and functions of the Quran Board; and

H) the disposal of damaged and shaheed copies of the Holy
Quran.”.

In order to ensure the disposal of martyred/damaged Holy Pages and copies
of the Holy Quran in a proper manner as well as to stop the publication of the Holy Quran
mmmmmmﬂimmf%mmmmmam
free printing, publication and recording of the Holy Quran including uploading the copies on
internet.

2. The Billl seeks to achieve the aforesaid objective.

MINISZRR-IN-CHARGE
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