NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE ON THE CENTRAL
LAW OFFICERS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021

[, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Law and Justice, have the honuor to

present this report on the Bill further to amend the Central Law Officers Ordinance, 1970
(Ordinance VIl of 1970) [The Central Law Officers (Amendment) Bill, 2021] (Private
Member’s Bill) referred to the Committee on 13™ July, 2021.

i The Committee comprises the following: -
1. Mr. Riaz Fatyana Chairman
2. Mr. Atta Ullah Member
3. Mr. Lal Chand Member
4. Mr. Muhammad Farooq Azam Malik Member
5. Ms. Kishwer Zehra Member
6. Ms. Maleeka Ali Bokhari Member
7. Mr. Muhammad Sana Ullah Khan Masti Khel Member
8. Malik Muhammad Ehsan Ullah Tiwana Member
9. Agha Hassan Baloch Member
10. Mr. Junaid Akbar Member
11. Ms. Shunila Ruth Member
12. Mr. Mohsin Nawaz Ranjha Member
13. Rana Sana Ullah Khan Member
14. Ch. Mehmood Bashir Virk Member
15. Mr. Usman lbrahim Member
16. Khawaja Saad Rafique Member
17. Mr. Qadir Khan Mandokhail i Member
18. Syed Naveed Qamar Member
19. Ms. Nafisa Shah Member
20. Ms. Aliya Kamran Member
21. Barrister Dr. Muhammad Farogh Naseem Member
Minister for Law and Justice Ex-officio Member
3. The Committee Considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly Placed

at Annex-A, in its meetings held on 08" September, 16" September and 06" October,
2021. The Committee recommends that the Bill being withdrawn by the Movermay not

be passed by the National Assembly.

Sd/- Sd/-
TAHIR HUSSAIN (RIAZ FATYANA)
Secretary Chairman

Islamabad, the 14" October, 2021




_ ArmE. A
i p _____.._-——--‘—'\‘

t

[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE] -
; A_
- Bl
Turtherto amend the Central Law Officers Ordinanice, 1970
| WHEREAS,H Is expadient further to amend the Central Law Gfﬁcers Ordinance,

1970 (Ordinance VIl ©f 1970) for the purposes hereinafter appeanng.

It is hereby enacted as follows:- -
1. Short title and commencement.- .(1) This Act may be ‘called - the Central Law/ - '

Officers (Arngndment) Act. 2024

(2)  ltshall comeinto forceat once.- . 7

¢

2. Amen&ment of section 2, Ordinance Vl! of 19?0 - In the “Central Law Ofﬁc,ers T
Ordinance, 1970 (Ordinance VIl of 1970), hereinafter referred ‘to” as ‘the : @sd- E
Grdinance in section 2, in sub-section (1) after the word appomr the words on
the recommendations of the Federal Publi¢ Servu:e Commiss:on ;hali be mserted.

£ Amendment of secuon 3, Ordinance VI! ‘of 1970:- In the said Ord}n&nce. for.
section 3, the following shall be substituted, namely:- .

Quallﬂcaﬂon of the Central Law Officers. No person shaﬂ be quahﬁed. for.‘ '
appointment under sub-section (1) of section’ {2) unless,-

(a} in the case of an Adﬁrﬂcmal Mtomey General he is quaﬁf ed for appo:mment asa
Judge of the. Supreme Court or he- has been an officer- havmg ﬂfteen years
- experierice in legal field;
{b) in the case of Deputy Attorney General he is quatiﬁed for appoirwnent as a 1}@};
of High Court or he has beeri an oﬁicer having twelve years expenence [r\ Pazzl
field; and
() in the case of Assisﬁnt Attorney General; he Res period of not less rha;n seven
years been an Advocate ofa ngh Court: .

Previded that the Ezrs’clng Central iaw Officars ihaﬂ cease to hold office after two__
‘years of enacttiient of this amemiment,

_Additional Aﬂoi'nw Generals, Deputy Altorngys Generau or Assistant Attorney

Generals should be appointed- !hrou'gb ‘dpen competition - after advertising posts m .

~ newspapers on the basis of open merit, competitiveness, fair-play, equality and through a
transparent process. As they are required to perform functions and duties of pub!ic

* prosecutors and Covernment pleaders which are 2 superior tier of public prosecutors
" :/pleaders. As it was held in numerous judgments of Supreme Court that the Law and

- Justice Diviiipn may appoint. those officers on merit in order to save public money from
malpractice as the ‘current method of appointment is not in accordance with the
‘ Constitution: and Government suffers as they- always hire private lawyers on state
expenses. Ais

Sd-

MR. RIAZ FATYANA,
Member National Assembly
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