NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT
REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE ON THE

CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Law and Justice, have the honour to

present this report on the Bill further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of

Pakistan [The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2021] (Private Member’s Bill) referred to the

Committee on 8% June, 2021.

2 The Committee comprises the following:-

1. Mr. Rlaz Fatyana

2. Mr. Atta Ullah

3. Mr. Lal Chand

4. Mr. Muhammad Farooq Azam Malik

5. Mas. Kishwer Zehra

6. Ms, Maleeka Ali Bokhari

7. Mr. Muhammad Sana Ullah Khan Masti Khel

8. Malik Muhammad Ehsan Ullah Tiwana

9. Agha Hassan Baloch

10. Mr. Junaid Akbar

11. Ms, Shunila Ruth

12, Mr. Mohsin Nawaz Ranjha

13. Rana Sana Ullah Khan

14. Ch. Mehmood Bashir Virk

15. Mr. Usman Ibrahim

16. Khawaja Saad Rafique

17. Mr. Qadir Khan Mandokhail

18. Syed Naveed Qamar

19. Dr. Nafisa Shah

20. Ms, Aliya Kamran

21, Barrister Dr. Muhammad Farogh Naseem
Minister for Law and Justice

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

. Member

Member
Member
Member
Ex-officio Member

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed

at (Annex-A), in its meetings held on 15% July, 08% September, 09" September, 16™

September, 2021 and recommended that the Bill as introduced may not be passed by the

Assembly,

Sd/-
TAHIR HUSSAIN
Secretary
Islamabad, the 27 September, 2021

Sd/-
(RIAZ FATYANA)
Chairman
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[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]

A
BILL

further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan for the purpose hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

L Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Constitution
(Amendment) Act, 2021.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of Article 11, of the Constitution.- In the Constimtio';l of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, hereinafter referred to as the Constitution, in Article 11, in clausc (3) for
the words * fourteen years”, the words, “ eighteen years” shall be substituted.

3. Amendment of Article 25A, of the Constitution.- In the Constitution in Article 25A,
for the words “fourteen years”, the words “eighteen years™ shall be substituted.

i T F CT RE NS

The purposes of this amendment are to bring country at par with international
conventions with regard to child labour. The international community sces the child labour with
disliking and put restrictions on the exports of that country which involves child labour. The
international community has set some standards for the abandonment of this curse; therefore,
time demands that we should put our laws up to date and in consonancc with rest of the world.
This amendment would serve the purpose and put an end of child labour in Pakistan.

2 The Constitution of Pakistan does not provide any definition of the child; however,
legislators and interpreters take reference of Articles 11 and 25A. These both Articles are
contextual and do not provide general reference for defining a child in line with the UNCRC.
Therefore, this vacuum must be filed to bring the laws in conformity with the international
conventions.

3. The Majority Act Section 3, paragraph (2), says that every other person domiciled in
Pakistan shall be deemed to have attained his majority when he shall have completed his age of
18 years and not before.



4, The Guardian and Wards Act 1890, Section 3 (1), says that “minor” means a person
who, under the provisions of the Majority Act, 1875, is to be deemed not to have attained his

Majority.

5 The National Registration Act, 1973, Section 4, (Registration of Citizens) (a) says
that: every ci@zen in or out of Pakistan who has attained the age of 18 years shall get himself
registered. '

6. The Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 (Amended in 1981) Section 2 (a) says that

“child” means a person who, if a male, is under eighteen years of age, and if a female, is under
sixteen years of age.

T The Offence of Zina (Enforcement of Hudood) Ordinance 1979, Section 2(a) says
that “adult “ means a pcrson who has attained, being a male, the age of eighteen years or, being
a female, the age of sixicen years, or has attained puberty.

8. The Sindh Child Protection Authority Abt 2011, Section 2(g) says that: “Child”
means a person who has not attained the age of eighteen years. Hence in this act, the age of the
child is in conformity with the UNCRC. '

9. The Khyber Pakhtunkhawa Child Protection Welfare Act 2010, Section 2 (d) says
that: “child” for the purpose of this Act means a natural person who has not attained the age of
eighteen vears. Age of the child is in conformity with the UNCRC.

10. The Punjab Destitute and Neglected Children Act, 2004, Section 3(1) (e): “child”
means a natural person who has not attained the age of eighteen years. The age is in conformity
with the UNCRC.

In view of the foregoing laws, the age of child needs to be defined in the
Constitution and this ainendment serves the purpose.
Sd/-
MR. AMJAD ALI KHAN,
Member National Assembly
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