
NATIONAI, ASStrMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORI OIi' 'l H[, S'IANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY (POWER DMSIOI\') ON
TITE TAKISTAN PI'NAL CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL. 2019 (ORDINANCE NO. XXV
OF 2OI9) (GOVERNMENT BII,I,)

I,'Chairnan of the Standing Committe€ olr Energy (Power Division) have the honour to

present this report or the Bill funher to arnend the Patistan Penal Code [The Pakistan Penal Cod€

(Amendment) Bill, 2019 (Ordinance No. )O(V of 2019)1, (Government Bill) referred to the

CorDmittee on 9d Marctr, 2020.
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3. The Conrmittee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed at

'Annex-A', in its meetings held on l8th June, 126 October, 19rh October, 28s october, 2020, 20s

January, 22'd February', 4d March, I 16 Maxch, 31'r May, lOth June, 12m July, 20s September, 25s

ootober, 2021. lod January and lTrh Fcbruary,2o22. l'he Committee proposed the following

amendment, therein:-



(llause 2

In clause 2, proposed section, "462-0", shnll bc substituted wilh the following, namely,-

"462-0 Cognizence. --'l'hc offences punishable under this Chapter shall be cognizable
but the plice shall not take cognizancc of arl offence und!'r this Chapter except where
inftrrmation ofsuch offence is provided to the police in rriting by a duly authorized officer
(not below Grade l8) of rhe Govelnment or by an officer of ao equivalent grade of a
Distribulion License, as the case may be."

4. The Cor dttee recomDends that the Bill as amended, placed at 'Annex-B' may be passed

by the National Assembly.

-sd/-
CTAHIR HUSSAIN)

Secretary
Islamabad, the 26r April, 2022

-sd/-
(CIIAUDIIRY SALIK HUSSAIN)

Chairman



[AS INIRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

[Published in the Gazette of pakistan, Extraordinary, part_l,
dated the 2g.t December, 20191

, AN,
ORDb,riNcG

(2) tt shsll comc into forlc at once.

2. Substitttios of secdolt ,{62-0, Act XLV of tE60.-ln the Pakistan
Pcnal Code (Act XLV of 1860), for section 4624, lhe following shall be
substitutcd, namcly:-

"462:0. C6Snizrnce-rltle offences punishailc u.der this Chapter shaU
b€ cognizrblc but thc police shall not take cognizance of an offencc
undcr this ChEptal excc!'t whcrc information ofslch oftocc is provided
to the poli.r iri $dling by a duly authorizcd officer (not below GrEde l7)
of thc Covcmmcnt or . b, an--oJfice.r _of al . 9g9iy_aJqrt $Bte of a
Diskibution Lic€nsaq as dre ceBc mey be.".

Aqr,a e\-A

Irrtk io aDrad th" pakir.@t patd Cd.

,oo r"Yffii i.i"ffirm##*,r P.kin'o panar code

#.m*qd+ffir;iffiH"[*?,rr:
Norr. ,"a"rooi.a, irr cxercisc of ttrc pow.r confercd b-'\.;lausc (t) oi. Articlc 89 ofthe Constitution oft,tc Islamic Rcpublic of Pskinan, r'he presiden! is

pleased to mdke lnd promulgntclllc following Crdinaflcci

l. Shorl {itl. rrd comm.ncedenc-{ l) This Ordinsnce may b.
c.lled lhe Pakistan Pcnirl Codc (Amendhcnr) Ordinsnct, 2019.

OR.DTNANCE No. XXv op 2Ol9
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS ANO REASONS

Pori,er Sector has been facing the situation whereby lhe
recoveriss affected by the distribution companies (DlSCOS) trom the
eonsumers are insutficient and inadequate to meet the cost of generated
Blectricity. As a result, the GoP has to provide subsidy, especially to those
DISCOS where lealage, pllforage and J1eft is ramoant. Primaril)". this
phenomenon emanates ftom lragile legal and enlorcement structure.
Resultantly, the cooviction rate of such offences is in lrac:lon.

2. Th€ Criminal Procedure code, offences are either co-onizaclt by
police (which means anesl can be made by policy wllhout wanant). or b},
Coud (whi6h means that a complained has to be iiled beiore lhe Court. which
lhen dgcides whelher or not to allow the police lo investigate and arrest) This
am€ndment was mads through Crjminal Law (Amendrnent) Ordinance, 20'13
and then promulgaled rn 2014.

3. The law as it slood lhrou-oh lhe 2016 Act has an anomaly.
Wt€reas, through an amendment to the Schedule of the Criminal Proc4dure
Cod6, the offences ralating to electricity rvere made cognizable by the police,
but Section 462-0 mad6lhem cognizable by the Court alone. Since the main
act pr€vails over lhe schedules. the Courts had held that direct FlRs tc the
Police by the DISCOS(I.e., wilhout lirsl a comDlaint to the Court. which is the
Session Court in this casd), were vold, and anests made by the Police were
unlawtul.

4. Further, Power Dlvis;on is ol the vierv lhat iI the police 6re given
unfotored ponl€ s to tak€ cogniiance, il u/Yrrrld simply crealo anolher excuse for thg
pollce to haras3lhe conBumers. There is, lhus, an rrrgenl need to recliry lhe preseht
sllualion ttEl the Power Oivbbn nnds ils€lt in. Hence. tle enclosed drafl 3men4menl
makos the ofience .jognizable by the police, bul only i, lhe 'iofornalion' in wrrtrng !3
p.ovided by lhe Police by a Grade 17 officer of lhe Goveroment o,lhe DISaO

f$Omar Ayub Khan
Minister fC, Energj,
{Power Division)

, i_.)



A"a,qe*-B

[As Reported by the Standing Committee]

WHEREAS it is expedient firther io amerd the Pakistan Pena.l Code (Act )(LV of 1860)
for t-he purpose hereinaff.er appearingl

It is hereby enacted as per follows:-

1) Short titlo and coDmencement-(1)-fhis Act may be called the Pakist3g Penal Code
(Amendmont) Act, 2022.

2) It shall come into force at once.

2. SubstitutioE of section 462-0, Act XLV of 1860.-Ir the Pakidan Penal Code (Act
XLV of 1860), for section 462-0 thc following shall b€ substituted, namely:-

"462-0 Cognizrnce,-The offerces punishable rmder this Chapter shall be cognizable
but the police shall not take cognizance of an offence uDder this Chapftr except where
information ofsuch offence is provided to the police in writiag by a duly authorizcd officrr
(not below Crade 18) of the Govemment or by an ofrcer of an equivalent grade of a

Disrribution License, as the case may b€."

Act

li.[ther to amcnd the Pakistal Penal Code
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STATEIYIENi OF OB{ECIS 3NL BEAS.9NS

2. The Criminal Procedure Coda, otrences are either cognizable by
police (which moans aresl can be made by folicy without wanan{). or by
Court (whlch means u)at a complained has to be filed beiore the Court which
lhen decides whelhor or oot to allow the pollce to investigate and anesl). ihis
arn€ndment was mad6 through Crimlnal Law (ArneMment) Ordlnance, 20'l3
and then pro lulgated rn 2014.

3. ThB law as lt stood through the 2016 Act has an anomaly.
Whsreas, tluough an amendment to the Schedule of the Criminal Procedure
Cod8, thB offBnces relating to electricity !v6re made cognizable by tho police,
but Section 462-0 mado them cognizable by the Court atone. Since the main
act prcvailg ov6r th6 schedulBs, lhs Courts had held that direct FIRE to the
Police by lhe DISCOS(i.e.r wilhout lirst a comDlaint to the Court. which is the
Session Coud in t\is casd), \rere void, and arests made by the Police were
unlawful.

4. Further. Pow6r Division is ol lhe view that il lh4 Police are givefl
uhfett€,ed pov,ers to taks cognirince, it !',c.uld slmply creale ano'hor excuse for lhe
polica to harass the con8umcrs. Tl'tre is,lfus. an urgent need to rectiry lhe presenl
6iluation that the Power Divblon linds llsolf ln- Hence. l!"" onclosed drall 3mendmenl
msk6r the ofienca .rognbable by lhe police. bul only i[ the 'infom'Elion in writinp ir
Provided by the Police by a Gmde 17 oificer ofthe Goverpmoni or the DISaO

,vfomar Ayub Khan
Minisier fd Energ-v
(Power Division)

Povhr Sector has been facing the sltualion whereby the
recoveries affected by the distribudon cqmpanies (DlSCOs) hom the
coIBumeE are insufficient and hadequate to meet the cost of generat€d
€lectrlctty. As a result, the GoP has to provide subsidy, especially to tlcse
OISCOS where leakage, pilferage and :hefl is rampant. Primaril!', this
phenombnon emanates from lragile legal and enlorcemenl shucture.
Resultantty, the conviction rate of such otiences is in fraclon.
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