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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

PERIODICAL REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS
AND INTER-FAITH HARMONY

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony
have the honor to present the Periodical Report of the Committee under rule 234-A of the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the National Assembly, 2007 for the period from 1*
July 2020 to 31* December 2020.

2. The Committee comprises the following:-

1. Mr. Asad Mahmood Chairman
2. Mr. Saleem Rehman Member
3. Sahibzada Sibghatullah Member
4. Mr. Muhammad Bashir Khan Member

5. Prince Muhammad Nawaz Allai Member

6. Mr. Mujahid Ali Member

T Mr. Muhammad Igbal Khan Member

8. Raja Riaz Ahmad Member

9. Ch. Javed Igbal Warraich Member
10.  Mr. Jamshed Thomas ‘_ _ Member
11.  Ms. Saira Bano ’ Member
12. Ms. Shunila Ruth Member
13.  Choudhary Faqgir Ahmad Member
14. Begum Tahira Bokhari Member
15. Syed Imran Ahmad Shah Member
16.  Mr. Kesoo Mal Kheeal Das Member
72 Mabhar Irshad Ahmad Khan Member
18.  Pir Syed Fazal Ali Shah Jillani Member
19.  Ms. Shagufta Jumani Member
20. Ms. Shahida Akhtar Ali Member
21. Mr. Noor-ul-Haq Qadri Ex-officio Member

Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-faith Harmony
Ch. Mukhtar Ahmed Secretary Committee

Note: No change was made in the composition of the Committee during the said period.
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3 On 1% July 2020, the following Bills / matters referred by the National Assembly /

Honourable Speaker were pending before the Committee.

S. “
RRED ON
NO. ! BILL REFE 0

L. iThe Protection of Persons against Forced Religious 08-05-2019
. Conversion Bill, 2019

' (Private Member Bill moved by Mr. Ramesh Kumar
Vankwani, MNA)

2. | Matter Referred to the concerned Standing Committee 06-01-2020
| under rule 199 of the rules of procedure and conduct of the
business in the National Assembly, 2007 (Moved by
Chaudhary Tariq Bashir Cheema, Minister For Housing

. and Works)

3. | “The Protection of Communal Properties of Minorities 13-01-2020
(Amendment), Act, 2020” moved by Pir Noor-ul-Haq
Qadri, Minister for Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith
Harmony,

4. | Reference to inquire into the conduct of the Minister of 13-02-2020
Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony, under rule 199
of Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the
National Assembly 2007, in auctioning of Ramna building,
Islamabad. (Moved by Mr. Mohsin Nawaz Ranjha, MNA)

5. | Calling Attention Notice No. 12 moved by Chaudhary 09-03-2020
Muhammad Barjees Tahir, MNA in the House on 9"
March 2020 regarding deletion of oath of finality of
Prophethood of last Prophet Syeduna Hazrat Muhammad
ur Rasool Ullah (o5 mle & e &l J gy Jaae U ol oila
pug) from hajj forms 2020. (Moved by Chaudhary
Muhammad Barjees Tahir, MNA)

6. | Conservation of all laws / rules / statutes / forms / statutory 09-03-2020
documents in respect of Khatm-e-Nabuwat and further
proposals regarding strengthening the safety mechanism
for conservation of all laws / rules / statutes / forms /
statutory documents. (Moved by Mr. Mohsin Nawaz

Ranjha, MNA)
4. The Committee held following meetings:-
S. DATE, TIME & ATTENDANCE AGENDA

NO. | VENUE OF MEETING | OF MNAs

1 28" July 2020 at 11:00 | 18 Members i. Recitation from the Holy Quran;

a.m. including ii. Approval of minutes of previous
in Committee Room of | Chairman, i meeting held on 28-02-2020;

Ministry of Religious | Parliamentary | iii. Discussion on the policy of the
Affairs and Inter-Faith | Secretary and the Government for Zeyarat (<)) in
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Harmony, Kohsar Block,
Pak-Secretariat,
Islamabad.

Mover attended
the meeting.

iv.

order to facilitate the Zaireen (&:04));
Examination of the Bill titled “The
Protection of Persons Against Forced
Religious Conversion Bill” (moved
by Dr. Ramesh Kumar Vankwani,
MNA); and

Any other item with permission of the
chair.

11" September 2020 at
10:30 a.m.

in Committee Room of
Ministry of Religious
Affairs and Inter-Faith
Harmony, Kohsar Block,
Pak-Secretariat,
Islamabad.

20 Members
including
Chairman,
Minister and the
Mover attended
the meeting.

il.

iil.

1v.

vi.

Vii.

viii.

" Prophet

Recitation from the Holy Quran;
Approval of the minutes of the
previous meeting held on 28-07-
2020; ‘_
Consideration =~ of  Compliance |
Report(s) on the recommendations of |
the Committee;

Follow up of the recommendation of
the Committee on the “Resolution |
condemning the printing  of |
blasphemous literature by |
international and private sector”
(moved by Chaudhary Tariq Bashir
Cheema, Minister for Housing and
Works, in the august House on 6™
January 2020);

Consideration of Calling Attention
Notice No. 12 (moved by Honourable
Chaudhary Muhammad  Barjees
Tahir, MNA) regarding deletion of
oath of finality of Prophethood of last
Syeduna Muhammad-ur-
Rasoolullah ( dsu) dese Uap Caill AT
pay Ay e & Lo &) from Hajj
forms 2020-21;

Discussion on conservation of all
laws / rules / statutes / forms /
statutory documents in respect of
Khatm-e-Nabuwat (< aid) and
further proposals regarding
strengthening the safety mechanism
for conservation of all laws / rules /
statutes / forms / statutory documents
(moved by Honourable Mr. Mohsin
Nawaz Ranjha, MNA);

Consideration of the issues regarding
the Evacuee Trust Properties; and

Any other item with permission of the
chair.




- The performance of the Committee with reference to the said meeting is detailed below:-
S.NO DATE/AGENDA RECOMMENDATIONS REMARKS
01. | 28" July 2020
i. Recitation from the Holy i. The Committee welcomed the new | Complied.
Quran; Secretary, Ministry of Religious
ii. Approval of minutes of Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony,
previous meeting held on Sardar [jaz Ahmed Khan Jaffar, and
28-02-2020; appreciated  his  efforts  for
iii. Discussion on the policy of streamlining the work of the
the = Government  for Ministry, especially, his efforts
Zeyarat (<L) in order to regarding blocking of blasphemous
facilitate the websites. The Committee was of the
Zaireen (0:9)); view that he would implement the
iv. Examination of the Bill recommendations of the Standing
titted “The Protection of Committee in letter and spirit.
Persons Against Forced
Religious Conversion Bill” | ii. Training hall at Haj; Directorate, | Compliance
(moved by Dr. Ramesh Quetta may be completed without | awaited.

Kumar Vankwani, MNA); |
and

Any other item
permission of the chair.

with

1.

1v.

vi.

Vil.

viil.

further delay.

Construction of pilgrims residential
block No. 3 and allied services in
Hajj Directorate, Hayatabad,
Peshawar may be completed without
further delay.

For the protection of sanctity of old
pages of the Holy Quran and other
Holy papers the Recycling Plant may
be established on priority basis.

. The Committee recommended that

the Bill titled “The Protection of
Persons Against Forced Religious
Conversion Bill, 2019” moved by
Dr. Ramesh Kumar Vankwani,
MNA may not be passed by the
Assembly. Hence, the Standing
Committee disposed of the Bill,
accordingly.

The train between Quetta and Taftan
be restarted, forthwith.

Better facilities of accommodation

and food should be made available
for Zaireen (o)) at Taftan
Border.

The Committee appreciated and

Compliance
awaited.

Compliance
awaited.

Disposed of.

Compliance
awaited.

Compliance
awaited.

Compliance
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endorsed the idea of the Ministry to
open an office of Director General at
Karbala-e-Mualla (i« 2uS). The
Committee recommended that the
office might be opened, forthwith.

ix. That, like Karbala-e-Mualla >u)S)
({2, an office of Director General
be also established at Mashhad 3-i«)
(s,

x. Two offices, to facilitate the Zaireen
may also be opened both at Najaf-e-
Ashraf (<< <aad) and Baghdad
Sharif (< slaiy),

xi. The Ministry may follow up the
Interior Ministry and the Provincial
Governments regarding the
confiscation of books having
blasphemous contents, as already
recommended by the Committee and
initiated by the Ministry.

xii. The Ministry may table a piece of

~ legislation regarding moon sighting
as two provinces have already
requested the Federal Government
for such legislation.

xiii. A report regarding the killing of |

Nadeem Joseph in Peshawar may be
got furnished from IG, KPK and
Chief Secretary, KPK. (Note: The
Committee has condemned the
killing of Nadeem Joseph in
Peshawar.)

xiv. The Committee corrected the
minutes of previous meeting by
making the following amendments:

i. in para 13 sub para 1) iii
the word “para” is
replaced with “part™.

ii. in para 13 sub para 1) iii

the word “of” is replaced
with “i.e.”.

xv. The SOPs, regarding annual
delegation for Ziara-e-Khas 2,4))

(ues of the last Prophet Syeduna

awaited.

Compliance
awaited.

Compliance
awaited.

Reply
received.

Compliance
awaited.

Complied.

Complied.

Notification
awaited.
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Xvi.

xXvil.

X Vil

Muhammad ( Jss) daae Us Gl o35
pluy Ally mgle Al Lo &) at his Roza
Mubarik, to pay homage on behalf of
the people of Islamic Republic of
Pakistan in recognition and gratitude |
of his blessings for the humanity, |
may be finalized forthwith and the

same may be notified by Ministry of

Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith

Harmony.

The Members of the Standing
Committee of National Assembly on
Religious Affairs and Inter-Faith
Harmony may be given precedence
while constituting the annual
delegation for Ziara-e-Khas of the
last Prophet Syeduna Muhammad
(A o Al Jgu) dene Gapw Gl 294
alug A5 ~dde) at his Roza Mubarik, to
pay homage on behalf of the people
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan in
recognition and gratitude of his
blessings for the humanity.

The Committee unanimously
approved the report of the
Committee on the Bill titled
“Protection of Communal Properties
of Minorities (Amendment), Act,
20207,

The issues regarding the Evacuee
Trust Properties may be included in
the agenda of next meeting.

Being
complied.

Disposed of.

Complied.

02.

11" September 2020

1.

1i.

iil,

iv.

Recitation from the Holy

Quran;

Approval of the minutes of
the previous meeting held
on 28-07-2020;
Consideration of
Compliance Report(s) on
the recommendations of
the Committee;
Follow  up
recommendation the
Committee on the
“Resolution  condemning
the printing of

of
of

the

ii.

The Committee authorized
honourable  Chairman of the
Standing Committee, Mr. Asad
Mahmood, to meet the honourable
Speaker and inform him that the
members of the Committee wanted
to visit Iran and Iraq to examine the
arrangements regarding the
establishment of the offices of the
Director Generals, for Zaireen

(i), there.

The Committee directed the Ministry
of Religious Affairs and Inter Faith

Meeting is
yet to take
place.

Reply
received.
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vi.

Vii.

viil.

blasphemous literature by
international and private

sector” (moved by
Chaudhary Tariq Bashir
Cheema, Minister for
Housing and Works, in the
august House on 6™
January 2020);

Consideration of Calling
Attention Notice No. 12
(moved by Honourable
Chaudhary Muhammad
Barjees Tahir, MNA)
regarding deletion of oath
of finality of Prophethood
of last Prophet Syeduna
Muhammad-ur-
Rasoolullah (U ol aia
My e & (o dil g ) Sana
alug) from Hajj forms
2020-21;

Discussion on conservation
of all laws / rules / statutes
/ forms / statutory
documents in respect of
Khatm-e-Nabuwat i)
(<s+ and further proposals
regarding strengthening the
safety mechanism for
conservation of all laws /
rules / statutes / forms /
statutory documents
(moved by Honourable Mr.
Mohsin Nawaz Ranjha,
MNA);

Consideration of the issues
regarding the Evacuee
Trust Properties; and

Any other item with
permission of the chair.

iii.

iv.

Vi.

Vii.

Harmony to keep following up the
letters sent to Provincial
Governments, GB, Kashmir and
other concerned regarding ban and
confiscation of  blasphemous
literature till all provinces and others
take concrete and appropriate action,
in this regard, and furnish the
compliance report to the Committee.

The Committee disposed of the
Calling Attention Notice No. 12.

The Standing Committee directed
that a meeting of DAC, of Ministry
of Religious Affairs and Inter Faith
Harmony, must be held forthwith to
look into, all of the 144,
irregularities indicated by the audit
team and a comprehensive report be
furnished to the Committee.

It was decided to examine the
problems of Evacuee Trust Property
Board in the meeting of the
Committee again.

The Committee appointed a Sub-
Committee under Convenership of
honourable Syed Imran Ahmad
Shah, MNA, which shall submit its
report in thirty days. Members
National Assembly including
honourable Mr. Mujahid Ali, MNA,
honourable Ms. Shagufta Jumani,
MNA and honourable Ms. Shahida
Akhtar Ali, MNA, will be the
Members of the Sub-Committee.

The Committee recommended that
the Sub-Committee:

i) may keep all of the law
departments of provinces,
including GB and Kashmir,
on board;
may consider the unification
of oath in the Election
Commission laws, passport
forms, CNIC forms and all
other such documents which

Disposed of.

Compliance
awaited.

Yet to be
complied.

Complied

Complied.




are used for mandatory oath

} for Muslims; and

3: iii) may examine the possibility to

1 insert the oath in the Nikah

Nama (£76).

viii. The Committee approved the SOPs | Disposed of.
for for Ziara-e-Khas of the Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) at
his Roza Mubarik, to pay homage on
behalf of the people of Islamic
Republic of Pakistan in recognition
and gratitude of his blessings for the
humanity and directed that the SOPs
be notified by Ministry of Religious
Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony in
the Gazzette of Pakistan and the
copy of the same may be furnished
to the Standing Committee.

6. The performance of Sub-Committee is as under:-

COMPOSITION | TORs DATE/ RECOMMENDATIONS/
VENUE REPORT
OF
{ MEETIN
G

(1) Honourable (1) To look into the |23-11-2020 | i) The Ministry of Law and
Syed Imran matter of |at  02:00 Justice shall furnish list of all
Ahmad Shah, conservation and | p.m. laws which protect the
MNA, unification of all | in sanctity of the Holy Prophet
Convener laws / rules / statutes | Committee or which protect the finality

(2) Honourable Mr. / forms / statutory | Room of of the Holy Prophet |
Mujahid Ali, documents in respect | Ministry of Muhammad ur Rasool Ullah |
MNA, Religious Khatam un Nabieen s Gas) |
Member of Khatm-e-Nabuwat Affa%rs and e & Qe ) S8 A Jges |

(3) Honourable Ms. (=% ) and to give | Inter-Faith (plus ~daal iy including the
Shagufta further proposals | Harmony, forms and schedules where
Jumani, MNA regarding Kohsar oath regarding finality of
Member strengthening  the | Block, Pak- Prophethood is necessary.

(4) Honourable Ms. safety  mechanism | Secretariat, | ii) Mr. Qammar Sohail Lodhi
Shahida Akhtar for conservation of | Islamabad. may revisit the bill, prepared
Ali, MNA all laws / rules / by him for unification of laws
Member statutes / forms / with respect of Kharm-e-

statutory documents Nabuwwat (=5 ), and
with  respect to submit its final version in the
next meeting. Mr. |

Khatm-e-Nabuwat Muhammad Aslam, Deputy i
(u-u:.’(".);and Draftsman, Ministry of Law |
|




(2) The Sub-Committee
will submit its report
within thirty days.

iii)

vi)

vii)

viii)

and Justice, Islamabad, shall
assist Mr. Qammar Sohail
Lodhi in this regard.

Mr. Qammar Sohail Lodhi
and Syed Habib-ul-Haque
Shah, Jamia Rizvia Zia Ul
Uloom, D-Block, Satellite
Town, Rawalpindi.be invited,
in the meetings of the sub-
Committee to be held in the
days to come, as special
invitees.

The Sub-Committee
unanimously  recommended
that a Commission to protect
the sanctity and finality of
Last Prophet may be
established.

The education departments
shall also be requested to
include the belief of finality of
Prophethood (=¥ f" 24#) in the
syllabi of all classes.

The Committee recommended
that an oath regarding finality
of Prophethood be also
included in Nikkah Form.
Council of Islamic Ideology
shall furnish copy of its
recommendation  regarding
amendments (use of good
words) in the Constitution of
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
PIA should write Makkah
instead of Mecca on its all
letters and displays.

The words regarding belief in
the finality of Prophethood of
Holy Prophet Muhammad ur
Rasool Ullah Khatam un
Nabieen p3a & J g ) 3ana L)
Masal Ay e A Gla pud
(s be also included in the
oath taken in the courts.

23[‘(‘
December
2020 at
11:00 a.m.
in

Next meeting of the Sub-
Committee shall be held in-
camera.

Honourable Mohsin Nawaz




Committee
Room No.
7, Fourth
Floor,
Parliament

House,
Islamabad.

ii)

Ranjha, MNA, Mr. Qamar
Sohail Lodhi, Special
Secretary, National Assembly
Secretariat, Mr. Muhammad
Aslam, Deputy Drafisman,
Ministry of Law and Justice
and the Secretary Committee
should meet in the office of
the Special Secretary,
National Assembly Secretariat
on 24" December 2020 and
merge the Bills drafted by Mr.
Qzmar Sohail Lodhi and Mr.
Muhammad Aslam.

The Sub-Committee decided
to improve the old text of the
affidavit, related to the finality
of Prophethood (<ss ais) and
decided to send the new text
to Council of Islamic
Ideology for their expert
opinion and thereafter to
Ministry of Law and Justice
for vetting. The new oath may
be as follows:-

Za P ulyng i 1
,fkﬁ!&‘u::fﬂl("uﬁlu,n
G GATS s TS
B LT un L/
LS SFTL A s 0 )Ty
sund /e S0P
L O {PAVP=ST "XIo}
und® /S,
St L ulzgy r
Fot Sund S 6/ Gad
&L P ot
f‘J;JH/L,U"h,JTJ,f |
oMl g b
d’r,.:u-’f,»l |
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vii)

um:‘d:/l:(}uv.hglf?é-'
/é‘uwjg;‘:.‘;;#;.f.:;,f
LS un L0
et Ty e S £ e
CELn o m L s
WLCFE St S
Lﬁ;»m&//t/&k—‘/&f;c_—
2 S Suns SO
rrrc.rt;sru/wmf:f
FAE Y el

U
e PESHE ML r
L& eIl ind” 4
Js Mty p Ly wl
B LI s6 211
[t 3 st { o

“uni”

The Sub-Committee decided
to consult Muslim Ulema
and  Religious  Scholars
O 5 A8 Slde oldie)
(¢S, regarding the text of the
oath before it is finally
notified.

The Sub-Committee decided
to prepare a Bill to establish
“National Commission for
Protection of Sanctity of
Prophet-Hood and the Belief
of finality of Prophet-Hood
(Lasal Biad Iy GlaaS (el
g i oie g il ),

A new paragraph No. 26
regarding affidavit about |
finality of Prophethood be |
inserted in the Nikkah Form. |
Augqaf and Religious Affairs |
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Department of Azad Jammu |
and Kashmir (AJK) may |
furnish  details of their
Department, especially,
regarding the role of the
Department and the role of
Muslim Ulema and Religious
Scholars 3 alS ,_—'L‘L:' J..Lu)
(#')S Qhie  about the
_' celebration of marriage and |
preservation of record be |
submitted to the Sub-
Committee.

7. On 31% December 2020, following Bills referred by the National Assembly/ Hon. Speaker
were pending before the Committee.

SH. BILL REFERRED ON

1. | Matter Referred to the concerned Standing Committee under rule 199 06-01-2020
of the rules of procedure and conduct of the business in the National
Assembly, 2007 (Moved by Chaudhary Tariq Bashir Cheema,
Minister For Housing and Works)

2. | Reference to inquire into the conduct of the Minister of Religious 13-02-2020
Affairs and Inter-Faith Harmony, under rule 199 of Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the National Assembly 2007,
in auctioning of Ramna building, Islamabad. (Moved by Mr. Mohsin
Nawaz Ranjha, MNA)

3. | Conservation of all laws / rules / statutes / forms / statutory 09-03-2020
documents in respect of Khatm-e-Nabuwat and further proposals
regarding strengthening the safety mechanism for conservation of all
laws / rules / statutes / forms / statutory. documents. (Moved by Mr.

Mohsin Nawaz Ranjha, MNA)
Sd/-
Sd/- (ASAD MAHMOOD)
(TAHIR HUSSAIN) Chairman
Secretary

Islamabad, the 1** September 2021
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