NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR ON THE CRIMINAL
LAW (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2020

[, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Interior have the honour to present this report
on the Bill further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 J('Act XLV of 1860) and Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898 (Act V of 1898) [The Criminal Law (Amendment) Bill, 2021 (Section
292)] (Private Member’s Bill), referred to the Committee on 8" January, 2020.

2. The Committee comprises the following:

1) Raja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz Chairman
2) Mr. Sher Akbar Khan Member
3) Mehar Ghulam Muhammad Lali Member
4) Mr. Raza Nasrullah Member
5) Khawaja Sheraz Mehmood Member
6) Mr. Rahat Aman Ullah Bhatti Member
7) Malik Karamat Ali Khokhar Member
8) Sardar Talib Hassan Nakai Member
9) Ms. Nafeesa Inayatullah Khan Khattak Member
10) Mr. Muhammad Akhtar Mengal Member

11) Nawabzada Shazain Bugti. Member
12) Malik Sohail Khan Member
13) Rana Shamim Ahmed Khan Member
14) Mr. Mohammad Pervaiz Malik Member
15) Mr. Nadeem Abbas Member
16) Ms. Maryam Aurangzaib Member
17) Syed Agha Rafiullah Member
18) Nawab Muhammad Yousuf Talpur Member
19) Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel Member
20) Mr. Asmatullah Member
21) Sheikh Rashid Ahmed Ex-officio Member

Minister for Interior
3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed at

Annex-A, in its meetings held on 28-9-2020 and 19-10-2020. The Committee recommends that the
Bill as introduced may be passed by the National Assembly.

-Sd- -Sd-
(TAHIR HUSSAIN) (RAJA KHURRAM SHAHZAD NAWAZ)
Secretary Chairman

Islamabad, the 26" June, 2021 Standing Committee on Interior




' Annex A
[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]

A
BILL

further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 and the Code of Criminal Procedure 1898

WHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (XLV)
of 1860) and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898) for the purposes hereinafter
appearing;

[tis heréby enacted as follows:-

: Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act 2021.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 292, Act XLV of 1860.- In the Pakistan Panel Code, 1860
(XLV of 1860), in section 292, for the expression, “three months, or with fine, or with both.”, the
expression “three years and fine which may extend to five thousand rupees.”, shall be substituted.

3 Amendment of Schedule II, Act V of 1898.- In the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898
(V of 1898), in Schedule Il, for entries relating to section 292, in column 7, for the expression
“imprisonment of either description for three months, or fine or both”, the expression “Imprisonment of
either description for three years and fine which may extend to five thousand rupees.” shall be
substituted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Although the sale and distribution, etc. of obscene materials had been prohibited under law yet
the quantum of lesser punishment therefore is not creating an effective deterrent resulting into
ever-growing abuse thereof. Problem has socio-economic, political and technical reasons, yet
adequate punishment always serves ag an effective deterrent. The impact of punishment
discourages such offences. The Punishment always serves as an effective deterrent. The impact
of punishment discourages i.e., imprisonment or fine or both which is required to be addressed
by amending the law. The proposed amendment would achieve objective of having an effective
quantum of punishment and prosecution to effectively deter the nuisance of obscenity in the
country.

Sd/-

MR. AMJID ALI KHAN
Member National Assembly
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