NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR ON THE PAKISTAN
PANEL CODE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2021

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Interior have the honor to present this report
on the Bill further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act XLV of 1860) [The Pakistan
Penal Code (Amendment) Bill, 2020] (Private Member’s Bill) referred to the Committee on o8t
July, 2020.

2. The Committee comprises the following:

1} Raja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz Chairman
2) Mr. Sher Akbar Khan Member
3) Mehar Ghulam Muhammad Lali Member
4) Mr. Raza Nasrullah Member
5) Khawaja Sheraz Mehmood Member
6) Mr. Rahat Aman Ullah Bhatti Member
7) Malik Karamat Ali Khokhar Member
8) Sardar Talib Hassan Nakai Member
9) Ms. Nafeesa Inayatullah Khan Khattak Member
10) Mr, Muhammad Akhtar Mengal Member
11)Nawabzada Shazain Bugti Member
12) Malik Sohail Khan Member
13) Rana Shamim Ahmed Khan Member
14) Mr. Mohammad Pervaiz Malik ~ ~ * Member
15) Mr. Nadeem Abbas Member
16) Ms. Maryam Aurangzaib Member
17) Syed Agha Rafiullah Member
18) Nawab Muhammad Yousuf Talpur Member
19) Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel Member
20) Mr. Asmatullah Member
21) Sheikh Rashid Ahmed Ex-officio Member

Minister for Interior
3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed at
Annex-A, in its meeting held on 13-1-2021. The Committee recommends that the Bill may not be
passed by the National Assembly.

-Sd- -8d-
(TAHIR HUSSAIN) (RAJA KHURRAM SHAHZAD NAWAZ
Secretary Chairman :

Islamabad. the 26" June, 2021 Standing Committee on Interior




[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE] ANNEX. A
N _
BILL
further to amend the Pakistan Penal Codé, 1860

WIHEREAS, it is expedient further to amcnd the Pakistan Penal Code. 1860 (Act XLV of
1860) for the purposes heremuftcr appearmg

It is hereby enacted as under:-
1 Short title and commencement. - (1) This Act may be called the Pakzstan Penal Code
(Amendment) Act, 2020.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment in section 279, Act XLV of I860.— In the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 (Act
XLV of 1860), in section 279, the following proviso shall be added, namely:-

“Provided that in case the above crime or any part of such crime is committed by underage
driver then the guardian, father or owner of that vehicle shall be punished as per the following
categories of that underage driver; :

(a)  Imprisonment of either description for a term whu:h may extend to Lhree years or with
fine which may extend to “fifty thousand rupees”, or with both in case the age of driver
is above seventeen years but below eighteen. '

(b} Imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to four years or with
fine which may extend to one “hundred thousand rupees”, or with both in case the age
of driver is between fifteen to-sixteen years but below seventeen;

(c) Imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five years or with
fine which rha_v extend to “two hundred thousand rupees”, or with both in case the age
of driver is between thirteen to fourteen years but below fifteen; '

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

A number of factors compromised road safety leading to tragic accidents. They include
speeding, poor vehicle and road condition, driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs. not
wearing safety belts, unlicensed underage drivers, etc. According to Global statistics and
Research over 30 years reports that young drivers are five to ten times more likely to crash. The
report by the International Association of Traffic & Safety Sciences(IATS) also analvzed
relationship between age category and risk of serious injuries, clearly establishing the incident to
be much higher for juvenile (aged between 12 and 18 vears). While the minimum age for
obtaining a driving licence in Pakistan is 18 vears, this regulation is commonly abused. Often
young boys are seen driving motorbikes and cars; sometimes engaging in hazardous one-
wheeling and unauthorized racing.Media often reports tragic news whereby precious young lives
are lost due to underage driving. Other situations validating juvenile driving is ironically driven
by adults at home. Keys to the vehicle are handed 1o the younger one as a token of love and
pride, while sometimes under the pretext of a helping hand. a young kid is asked to fetch
groceries from a corner store. Whatever the pretext may be, it is giving control in the hands of



-2

young children who would most often underestimate the perils of underage driving. Pakistan,
being a Lower Middle Income Country (LMIC) with 60% of its population being youth, is likely
10 experience an increase in the number of juvenile drivers. We must be better equipped to curb
underlying causes leading to underage driving. Huge responsibility rests with parents to draw
safety boundaries and educate their children on being socially responsible. Since underage
driving have implications for others on the road, road safety rules must be strictly enforced
challans issued and parents required to give indemnity bonds. These measures have been
incidental and have not proved to’ be successful in carbing the issue. The issue seems 10 have
been overlooked.

2 Keeping in view of the grimness of this issue and the need to ¢liminate it completely
striet pumﬂhments and penalties are required under the laws. The Bill has been designed to
achieve the aforementioned purpose.

© o Sd/-
RAI MUHAMMAD MURTAZA IQBAL
Member, National Assembly
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