
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

R"EPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITT noN HI]MAN RI HTSG ONTHE WOMEN
IN DISTRESS AND DETENTION FUND (AMENDMEND BILL.2019.

i, Acting Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Human Rights have the honour to

presenl this report on the Bill further to amend the Women in Distress and Detention Fund Act,

1996 (XV of 1996) [The Women in Distress and Detention Fund (Amendment) Bill, 2019]

(Private Member's Bill) referred to the Committee on 08-01-2020.

2. The Committee comprises the following:-

1. Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
2. Ms. Ghulam Bibi
3. Mr. Saif-ur-Rehman
4. Mr. Attaullah
5. Ms. Ghazala Saifi
6. Ms. Rukhsana Naveed
7. Ms. Zille Huma
8. Ms. Fouzia Behram
9. Ms. Tashleen Safdar
10. Ms. Shunila Ruth
I 1. Agha Hassan Baloch
12. Ms. Shaista Pervaiz
13. Mr. Mohsin Dawar
14. Mr. Abdul Rehman Khan Kanju
15. Ms. Zaib Jaffar
16. Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja
17 . Shazia Mani
18. Dr. Mahreen Razzaq Bhutto
1 9. Mr. James Iqbal,
20. Dr. Shireen M. Mazari

Minister for Human Rights
The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed, at

"Annex-A", in its meetings held on 27 -2-2020, 18-08-2020 and 24-02-2021. The Committee

recommends that the Bill as introduced may not be passed by the National Assembly.
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Islamabad, the 6th April, 2021

sd/-
(SHAZIAMARRI)

Acting Chairperson



4rrttyex -17'

AS REPORTED BY THE STANTING COMMITTEE

A

BiI

further tr.' amend lhe Women in Distress and Dctention Fund Act, 1996 m its applictttion
to Islamabad Capital Tefiitory

WIIEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Wonren in Distress and Detention Fund A,:t,
I996 (XV of I 996), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enactcd as follows:-

l. Shorn title and commenc€menL{l) This Act may be called the Women in Distress artd

De,rention Fund (Amendment) Act, 2019.

(2't. [t shall c(rme into tbrce at once.

2. Amendment of section 6, Act XV of 1996.- ln the Women in Distress and Detenti,:n
l-urrd Act. 1996, hereinaffer referred to as the said act, in section 6, after sutr-.section 7, the following rt:w
sutr-section shall be arlded, nameiy:

"(8) The []oard shall hold at least two meetings in a year."

3. Amendment of Section 7, Act XV of 1996.- ln the said act, in Section 7, after paragra6,lt
(d), the following reu, paragraph shall be added, namely:

'(e) lVlaintain an updated data of women in distress and detention mentioning thc year-ru 59

details of those ryomen who are the beneficiaries ofthis Fund."

STATEMENT OF O ECTS AND REASONS

Wonren irr [)istrsss and l)etention F'und was established under the Wonren in Distress arrd

deitention Fund Act, 1996 (XV of 1996). Thc objects of this Fund are to provide financial and leirai

assislance to the women languishing in jails on account of different allegations and those who ]irce

ex'rerne hardsh ips.

The purpose oi the first arncndment is to strcalnline the functioning of t}e board by holding regular

mt,etings of the BoarrJ in a year. Since promulgation of the Act, composition of the board of goYcrrol^{i, as

sti:ulated in Section 6 ol the Aot, presented issues of meeting necessary quorum on accouut of members

oflicial engagements. This issue kept the fund non-operational over the years and hence de-serving people

eligible to benefit fro n fuud remained deprived.

In order lo organizc rhe disbursements out of the lund by updatinp/ma intaining the record of uomen in

detention all over the country. Without upgrading the relevarrt record it's di{Ilcult to a.ssess the number of
bc reficiaries and to ensure transparetrcy in disbursement as well.

The Bill seeks to achieve the aforesaid objectives.
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