NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE WOMEN

IN DISTRESS AND DETENTION FUND (AMENDMENT) BILL., 2019.

I, Acting Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Human Rights have the honour to

present this report on the Bill further to amend the Women in Distress and Detention Fund Act,
1996 (XV of 1996) [The Women in Distress and Detention Fund (Amendment) Bill, 2019]

(Private Member’s Bill) referred to the Committee on 08-01-2020.

2. The Committee comprises the following:-
1. Mr, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
2. Ms. Ghulam Bibi
3. Mrt. Saif-ur-Rehman
4. Mr. Attaullah
S. Ms. Ghazala Saifi
6. Ms. Rukhsana Naveed
7. Ms. Zille Huma
8. Ms. Fouzia Behram
9. Ms. Tashfeen Safdar
10. Ms. Shunila Ruth
11. Agha Hassan Baloch
12. Ms. Shaista Pervaiz
13. Mr. Mohsin Dawar
14. Mr. Abdul Rehman Khan Kanju
15. Ms, Zaib Jaffar
16. Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja
17. Shazia Marri
18. Dr. Mahreen Razzaq Bhutto
19. Mr. James Igbal,

20. Dr. Shireen M. Mazari

Minister for Human Rights

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Ex-Officio Member

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed, at
“Annex-A”, in its meetings held on 27-2-2020, 18-08-2020 and 24-02-2021. The Committee

recommends that the Bill as introduced may not be passed by the National Assembly.

Sd/-
(TAHIR HUSSAIN)
Secretary
Islamabad, the 6" April, 2021

Sd/-
(SHAZIA MARRI)
Acting Chairperson




~ AS REPORTED BY THE STANTING COMMITTEE
A
Bill

Jurther (o amend the Women in Distress and Detention Fund Act, 1996 in its application
to Islamabad Capital Territory

WHERLAS it is expedient further to amend the Women in Distress and Detention Fund Act,
1996 (XV of 1996), for the purposes hereinafter appearing:

It is hereby enacted as follows:—

_ 1. Sherr title and commencement.—~( 1) This Act may be called the Women in Distress and
Desention Fund (Amendment) Act, 2019,
2 It shall come into force at once.
2. Amendment of section 6, Act XV of 1996.- In the Women in Distress and Detenticn

Fund Act, 1996, hereinafier referred to as the said act, in section 6, after sub-section 7, the following rew
sub-section shall be added, nameiy:

“(8)  The Board shall hold at least two meetings in a year.”

3. Amendment of Section 7, Act XV of 1996.- In the said act, in Section 7, after paragraph
(d), the following new paragraph shall be added, namely:

“(e) Maintain an updated data of women in distress and detention mentioning the year-w .s¢
details of those women who are the beneficianes of this Fund.”

_ STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS
Women in Distress and Detention Fund was established under the Women in Distress and

detention Fund Act, 1996 (XV of (996). The objects of this Fund are to provide financial and legai

assistance to the women languishing in jails on account of different allegations and those who tace
extreme hardships.
The purpose of the first amendment is to streamline the functioning of the board by holding regular
meetings of the Board in a year. Since promulgation of the Act, composition of the board of governors, as
stioulated in Section 6 of the Act, presented issues of mceting necessary quorum on account of members
official engagements. This issue kept the fund non-operational over the years and hence deserving people
eligible to benefit fron fund remained deprived. _
In order to organize the disbursements out of the fund by updating/maintaining the record of women in
detention all over the country. Without upgrading the relevant record it’s ditficult to assess the number of
beteficiaries and to ensure transparency in disbursement as well.
The Bill seeks to achieve the aforesaid objectives.

- Sd/.

UZMA RIAZ
Member. Nationat Assembly
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