NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE
ISLAMABAD CAPITAL TERRITORY CHILD PROTECTION (AMENDMENT) BILL,
2020.

I, Acting Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Human Rights have the honour to
present this rcfabrt on the Bill further to amend the Islamabad Capital Territory Child Protection
Act, 2018 (XXI of 2018) [The Islamabad Capital Territory Child Protection (Amendment) Bill,
2021] (Private Member’s Bill) referred to the Committee on 06-02-2020,

2. The Committee comprises the following:-

l. Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari Chairman
2. Ms. Ghulam Bibi Member
3. Mr. Saif-ur-Rehman Member
4, Mr. Attaullah Member
5. Ms. Ghazala Saifi Member

6. Ms. Rukhsana Naveed Member

7. Ms. Zille Huma Member

8. Ms. Fouzia Behram Member

9. Ms. Tashfeen Safdar Member
10. Ms. Shunila Ruth Member
11, Agha Hassan Baloch Member
12. Ms. Shaista Pervaiz Member
13. Mr. Mohsin Dawar Member
14, Mr. Abdul Rehman Khan Kanju Member
15. Ms. Zaib Jaffar Member
16. Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja Member
17. Shazia Marri Member
18. Dr. Mahreen Razzaq Bhutto Member
19. Mr. James Igbal, Member
20. Dr. Shireen M. Mazari Ex-Officio Member

Minister for Human Rights
3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed, at

“Annex-A”, in its meetings held on 27-2-2020, 18-8-2020 and 24-02-2021. The Committee
recommends that the Bill as introduced may be passed by the National Assembly.

Sd/- Sd/-
(TAHIR HUSSAIN) (SHAZIA MARRI)
Secretary Acting Chairperson

Islamabad, the 6™ April, 2021



ANNEX-A
| AS REPORTED BY THE STANTING COMMITTEE |

A
Bill
further to amend the isfamabad Capital Territory Child Protection Act 2018

Whereas it is expedient further to amend the Islamabad Capital Territory Child
Protection Act 2018 (XXI of 2018), for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title and commencement. - {1) This Act may be called the islamabac Capital
Territory Child Protection (Amendment) Act 2082.

(2) It shall come into force at once.
2. Amendment of section 7, Act XXI of 2018.- In the Capital Territory Child Protection Act
2018, hereinafter referred to as the said act, in section 7, in sub-section {1), in Paragraph (vii),

the words, "status of women”, the words, " rights of child”, shall be substituted.

3. Amendment of section 12, Act XX! of 2018.- In section 12, in sub-section (1}, for the full
stop at the end, a colon shall be substituted and thereafter a proviso shali be added, namely:

"Provided that in case of a girl child such initial assessment shall be conducted by a
female Child Protection Officer appointed as per rules of this Act."

4, Amendment of section 1‘3, Act XXt of 2018.- In section 13, in sub-section (1), fcr the full
stop at the end, a colon shalil be substituted and thereafter a proviso shall be added, namely:

"Provided that in case of a girl child such comprehensive assessment shall be conducted
by a female Child Protection Officer appointed as per rules of this Act."

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The purpose of the first amendment in the act is to provide the membership of the
National Commission on the Rights of Children. Which is a more appropriate and relevant
forum than the National Commission on the Status of Women in the context of this specific
Law. Since the law deal with the protection, care and welfare of children only, hence the
participation of any member from the child rights' commission would be more desirabie in this
regard. Likewise the purpose of the second and third amendment is to ensure that girl children
are assessed by female Child Protection Officers keeping in view of the gender specific needs
and our cultural context as well. Under the protection of a female officer, the girl child would
get a greater sense of security at emotional level. In this way the emotional needs of
. unprotected children can be effectively addressed.

Hence the Bill has been proposed.

NAFEESA INAYATULLAH KHAN KHATTAK
Members, National Assembly
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