
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON HU}IAN RIGHTS ON TIIE
PROTECTION AGAINST HARASSMENT OF WOMEN AT THE WORKPLACE
(AMENDMENT) BII,L, 2019.

I, Acting Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Human Rights have the honour to

present this report on the Bill further to amend the Protection against Harassment of Women at

the Workplace Act, 2010 (lV of 20210) [The Protection against Harassment of Women at the

work place (Amenlment) Bill,20211 (Private Member's Bill), refened to the Committee on

0l -10-2019.

2. The Committee comprises the following:-

l. Mr. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
2. Ms. Ghulam Bibi
3. t{r. Saif-ur-Rehman
4. Mr. Attaullah
5. Ms. Ghazala Saifi
6. Ms. Rukhsala Naveed
7. Ms. Zille Huma
8. Ms. Fouzia Behram
9. Ms. Tashfeen Safdar
10. Ms. Shunila Ruth
I l. Agha Hassan Baloch
12. Ms. Shaista Pervaiz
I 3- Mr. Mohsin Dawar
14. Mr. Abdul Rehman Khan Kanju
I 5. Ms. Zaib Jaffar
16. Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja
17 , Shazia Mani
18. Dr. Mafueen Razzaq Bhutto
19. Mr. James lqbal,
20. Dr. Shireen M. Mazari

Minister for Human Rights
The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed, at

"Annex-A", in its meetings held on 20-12-2019, 27-2-2020, l8-8-2020 arl,d 24-02-2021. T\e

Committee recommends that the Bill as introduced may be passed by the National Assembly.
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Ex-Ofiicio Member

sd/-
(SHAZIAMARRI)

Acting Chairperson

sd/-
(TAHIRHUSSAIN)

Secretary
Islamabad, the 61h April, 2021



,AS REPORTED BY THE STANTING COM MITTEE

BiII

lirthe'r lo amcrul tlrc ProteLtion against Horessnv t of \r'onvn at tha llorkploce
Act. 20l()

Wt{lrRljAS it is cxpedient turther to amend thc Proteclion against l{arassment of $onrcr)
al .hc Wtrrkplace n cL 20 l{ )1 IV ol'2010). Ibr thc purposcs hercinirlier uppc-uring:

It is herelry cnactcd as li)llows

l. Short title and commencement. ,( I)l'his Act m ) hc called the Protection against
llarassrncnt ol'wonlen &t the Workplace (Amendrnent) Acr. 2011.

(2) [{ shall come into tbrce at once

2. Substitution of seclion 13, Act lV of2010.. In thc Protr'ction against I larassnrcnl
ot }vomcn at thc Workplacc .\c1. 2010 (lV ol-2010). itrr secrion 13. rhe lbllowing shall nc
suhstituted, narncly:-

'13. Polver to mske rules.- (l) Suhiecr to sub-sections (2) and (l). rhe
\'liuister'-in-charge may. by notilication in the ollicial (iazcue. \ ithin six montlls.
nlake nrlc\ to carry out fhe purposcs of this Act.

(2) l:xcept the rulcs made prior to comnrencerr!'nt ()1'the Protecliorr
against llarassment of $'omen at the Workplacc (Anrendment) .A.ct. ?019.-

(a) thc drafi ol the rules proposcd 1tl bc made under sub-secliur ( l) shall
bc puhlished tbr tlrc inibrmation ot' pcrsons likely to be affbctd
thereb)':

(b) thc publication 01'the dratl rules shall bc made in print and electronie
ntedia including websites in such nranner as may be prescribedl

(c) a notice specifring a date. on or af'ter which the drafl rules will hc
taken into consideration. shall be publisheci with the dralt:

(d) objlctions or suggestions. it any. rrlrich may be rcceived liom arrl
person rvith respcct to tlre dlaft rules hefbrr' the date so specitied.
shall be considered and dccided belbrc finalizing the rules: and

(e) linally approved. in thc prescribed manner. rules shail bc puhlisheil
in thr otlicill Gazctr,.'.

(l) [tules. made atter thc pnrrogation ofthe last scssion. including nrles
previ<tusl1 publishcd. shall he laitl hr:iirrc thc N,lrorr,rl .\.,sL.rni.rlr anil rh.. Scnare rrs

Joon as nrr) bc aller the commcnccmcnl ol next session. respectivel_,-. and therr'b)
shall stand ret'ened to the Standing Conlmittces conccr:red wirh rhe sub.iccl maner
of lht: rules lirr cxaurination. r'ecr)minendatiotrs and l.cpofl to tltc \ittirni.rt
Asscrrbh :uld thc Scnatc to the clltct whether thc rul!.s.-
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(rl ) har.c dull' bccr, published lbr considering the obiections
suggestions- ifany. and timely becn nrade:
havs bcrn madc ruithin thc scope ol'the enacrrncrrt:
are explicit and covered all thc cnacted matters:
relatc to any taxationi
bar the jurisdicrion of:an-\- Coun:
give retrospective eflbct to an1 provision thereotl
irnpose any punishmen( and
made provisiorr fbr excrcise ol'an1 unusual power.".

(b)
(c)
(d)
(c)
(r)
(g)
(h)

STATE}If,\T OF OBJ ECTS AND RI'ASONS

luhiect to tlrc (\)nslilult(nt. plirnalih ,f/ralr.r+-Sltoorrr {l)ulliarnc,!1,llas'e\ciuri\r nr)\\(r r,

rttukt li rs !,'illr fcsp!.rr t() un)i.rnattcr in thc lcderal l.c!.isiatirr l.ist. Frequently enactlTrer]ts
cn]P()wcr lhe (idvcrnment. or specilied bodics 0t tillicc-holders t() rnake rules k) cany out tltr
pulposes thereol' popularly known as delegatcd, sccondan. 0r suhrtrdinarc legislation.

Rules of both thc Nationai Assembly and the Senale pror.ide thar delcgated legislatiol
may be examined by the ('turrnittees concemcd. But praclicall) no etfectiye parliamerrlrl\
ovcrsight has bcen made. |unher. in thc prevalent legal systenr ir is also a depature li"trnr the
plinciple of separation ul porvcn that laws should be made b.r thc electcd rcprcscntatives ol tl'rc
pcoplc in Parliamcnt ar:d not hy the exccutive (iovcmment. ln parliamentarl dcmocracies. rir.
principle ha-s becn largcly preserved through an ef'tictive systenr ol pilrliarlrentar) control \ri
cxccul.ive law-making. b1' making prirvision that copies ol all subordinate legislations bc lairt
belirrc each House of the Parliament within prescribed sitting days thcreol otherwise they ccasc
t() have etfect.

AlLhough under thc ('oustitution. thc ('abinet is collccti\cl) rcsponsible to the Scnate lnd
tl'rc Nalional Asscmbly. !ct". under the Rulcs of Business. 197j, the lvt inister-in-Chargc i\
rcsporrsiblc lbr policy concorning his Division and thc busillcss ol'thc Division is ordinarill
disposcd ot'bv. or undcr his authority. as he assumes primarl responsibility lbr the disposal ttl
business pertaining to his pontirlio. 'l'herefirre it is neccssary that all rules. including previotrslr
pLrbiished, madc alier thr"' pror(lgalion ol'the last scssion shall be laid bctirre both Houses as soo;:
as rnry be attel the oomrnenccment ol'a session and thcrch-" shall stlnd relerred to the Starldrn!
Conrmittee concemcd \!ith thc subject nrattsr ol'thc rulcs.

'the propxrsed amendment would achicve objectivc of valuable parlicipation ol the peopli
in rules making process. meaningful exercise ol'autholity h."- the M inisier-in-Chargc to irssunre
plimary responsibilit) lbr thc disposal ol businc'ss pcrtaining t<r his portlirlio inciudirtg Iul'r
making and cfficient and elfcctivc parliamentary o!ersighl rclating to dclegated lcgislation.

sd-
,AJvIJIDALIKHAN

Member, National Assembly
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