NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

Subject:- REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL HEALTH
SERVICES REGULATION & COORDINATION ON THE ISSUE RAISED
IN_QUESTION NO. 65 REGARDING INCREASE IN PRICES OF THE
MEDICINE

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations
and Coordination, have the honor to present this report on the issue raised in Question No, 65
(moved by Moulana Abdul Akbar Chitrali, MNA) regarding increase in prices of the medicines,
referred to the Committee on 20 July, 2020.

2. The Committee comprises the following:-

(0 Mr. Khalid Hussain Magsi Chairman
(2) Dr. Haider Ali Khan Member
3) Mr. Nasir Khan Musazai Member
(4) Mr. Jai Parkash Member
6)) Raja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz Member
(6) Dr. Muhammad Afzal Khan Dhandla Member
(7) Dr. Nausheen Hamid Member
(8) Dr. Seemi Bokhari Member
(9) Ms. Fouzia Behram Member
(10)  Ms. Naureen Farooq Khan Member
(11)  Professor Shahnaz Naseer Baloch Member
(12)  Mr. Nisar Ahmad Cheema Member
(13)  Mr. Mukhtar Ahmad Malik Member
(14)  Dr. Samina Matloob Member
(15)  Dr. Darshan Member
(16)  Mr. Mahesh Kumar Malani Member
(17)  Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam Sooinro Member
(18)  Mr. James Igbal Member
(19)  Mr. Ramesh Lal Member
(20)  Ms. Sams-un-Nisa Member
(21)  Minister In-Charge Ex-officio Member

National Health Services, Regulations
and Coordination

3. The Committee considered the Question No. 635 referred by the National Assembly
placed at Annexure-A in its meeting held on 23" September, 2020 and made following
deliberations;-

. . . .
4. The Committee recommended that strategy may be devige to provide relief in making
drugs atfordable and aCC£SSible for general public and recommended that the question placed at
Annex-A may be disposé€ off by the Assembly.

Sd/- Sd/-
(TAHIR HUSSAIN) (MR. KHALID HUSSAIN MAGSI)
Secretary Chairman

Islamabad the, 29™ December, 2020
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65. *Voulana Abdul Akbar Chifrali:

Will the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that present Government has increased the
prices of medicines five fimes during last jourteen months; and

(h) the reasons for this frequent and huge increase in prices of
medicines pariicularly life saving drugs?

Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination: (a) It is not a fact that present Government has increased the
prices of medicines five times during last fourteen months. However, In July 2019
pharmaceutical companies availed increase in prices on the basis of Consumer
Price Index (CPI) @ 7.34% for financial year 2019-20 as under:

Essential Drugs 5.13%
Other than essential and 7.34%
lower priced drugs

(b) Since July 01, 2016 annual increase in Maximum Retail Prices of
drugs has been linked with Consumer Price Index (CPT) under Drug Pricing
Policy-2015/2018 notified after approval of Federal Government.
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