NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

Subject:- REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL HEALTH
SERVICES, REGULATIONS AND COORDINATION ON_ THE MENTAL
HEALTH (AMENDMENT) BILL

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations and
Coordination, have the honor to present this report on the Bill further to amend, The Mental Health
Ordinance, 2001, [The Mental Health (Amendment) Bill, 2020] (Private Member’s Bill), introduced

in the National Assembly on 20-10-2020.

2 The Standing Committec comprises the following:-

(n Mr. Khalid Hussain Magsi Chairman
(2) Dr. Haider Ali Khan Member
(3) Mr. Nasir Khan Musazai Member
(4) Mr. Jai Parkash Member
(5) Raja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz Member
(6) Dr, Muhammad Afzal Khan Dhandla Member
(7) Dr. Nausheen Hamid Member
(8) Dr. Seemi Bokhari Member
(9) Ms. Fouzia Behram Member
(10) Ms. Aliya Hamza Malik Member
(11)  Professor Shahnaz Nascer Baloch Member
(12)  Mr. Nisar Ahmad Cheema Member
(13)  Mr, Mukhtar Ahmad Malik Member
(14)  Dr. Samina Matloob Member
(15)  Dr. Darshan Member
(16)  Mr. Mahesh Kumar Maluni Member
(17)  Dr. Shazia Sobia Aslam Soomro Member
(18)  Mr. James Igbal Member
(19)  Mr. Ramesh Lal Member
(20)  Ms. Sams-un-Nisa Member
(21)  Dr. Zafar Mirza Ex-officio Member

Special Assistant to PM for National
Health Services, Regulations and Coordination

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed at
Annexure-A, in its meeting held on 27" November, 2020 and recommended that the Bill as

introduced may be passed by the National Assembly.

-5d/-
(MR. KHALID HUSSAIN MAGSI)
Chairman
-Sd/-
(TAHIR HUSSAIN)
Secretary
Islamabad, the 29" January, 2021



Annex-A
AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE
N
BiLL

further to amend the Mental Health Ordinance, 2001 in its application to Islamabad Capital

Territory

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Menta! Health Ordinance 2001 (VIli of 2001), Tor the
purposes hereinafter appearing;

Itis hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title extent and commencement, - |

1) This Act may be called the Mental Health (Amandmeant) Act,
2020

(2} itshall extend to the Islamabad Capital Territory.

2) It shall come into force at ence,

2. Amendment of Section 13, Ordinance Vili of 2001. - In the Mental Health Ordinance, 2001 (VIi} of 2001},
in section 19, for subsection (2) the following shall be substituted, namely;-

"(2) A person removed to a place of safety under subsection {1) of this section shaii pe proguced by the
poiice before the nearest magistrate within a period of twenty four hours of taking hém into suczh protestion
excluding the time necessary for the journey from the place where he was taken into such protection, be !,
not be detained beyond the said period without permission of the magistrate;

Provided that the person so taken in custody must be examined, without delay, by the psychiat izt ~p
such medical officer as diracted by the magistrate concerned.”

TATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND NS

It has been observed that, in all the laws in which the any person is taken into custody must be nroducad
before the nearest magistrate within a period of 24 hours. 3ut in the law under discussion no such provicgr o
made. |1 this way the forces may take into custody any person for indefinite time and w'iv _w
intimaticn/knowledge of the concerned magistrate. This practice is in violation of basic coricepts aiid AL L
of law. Hence, the Bill is proposed to remove the said anomaly.

Sd-
MS.NUSRAT WAHRID

Member National Assemily
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