NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE ON THE

CONSTITUTIONAL (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2020

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Law and Justice, have the honour to

present this report on the Bill further to amend The Constitution of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan, 1973 [The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2020] (Private Member’s Bill)
referred to the Committee on Q1 October, 2019.

2. The Committee comprises the following:-

CENOMAWN -

19

Mr. Riaz Fatyana

Mr. Atta Ullah

Mr. Lal Chand

Mr. Muhammad Farooq Azam Malik -

Ms. Kishwer Zehra

Ms. Maleeka Ali Bokhari

Mr. Muhammad Sana Ullah Khan Masti Khel
Malik Muhammad Ehsan Ullah Tiwana
Agha Hassan Baloch

. Mr. Junaid Akbar

Ms. Shunila Ruth

. Mr.Mohsin Nawaz Ranjha
. Rana Sana Ullah Khan

. Ch. Mehmood Bashir Virk
« Mr. Usman lbrahim

. Khawaja Saad Rafique

. Syed Hussain Tariq

. Syed Naveed Qamar

Dr. Nafisa Shah

20. Ms. Aliya Kamran
21,

Barrister Dr. Muhammad Farogh Naseem
Minister for Law and Justice

Chairman
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Ex-officio Member

3. The Committee considered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed

at Annex-A, in its meetings held on the 11" September 2020, 22" September 2020, 2™

October 2020, 21¢ October 2020, 3 November 2020, and recommended that the Bill

may not be passed by the National Assembly.

Sd/-

TAHIR HUSSAIN
Secretary
Islamabad, the 19t November.2020

Sd/-
(RIAZ FATYANA)
Chairman




APNEX—A

[AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE]

A
BILL
further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

_WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

\

1. Short title and commencement.—(1) This Bill may be called the Constitution
(Amendment) Bill, 2019.

(2) It shall come into force at once.

2 Amendment of Article 179 of the Constitution.— In the Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, in Article 179, for the expression “sixty-five” the expression
“sixty-eight” shall be substituted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Bill seeks to enhance the retirement age of judges of Supreme Court from 65 to 68
years keeping in view best practices. In few Commonwealth jurisdictions the retirement ages of
the superior judiciary are more than Pakistan. Reportedly, Supreme Court judges of the Canada
and Fiji retire at 75 years, and the judges of the superior courts of Australia, Kenya, Maldives,
New Zealand, South Africa, Uganda and United Kingdom retire at the age of 70 years. In the
United States of America there is no retirement age for judges of the Supreme Court and they
serve for life unless they opt to retire sooner.

It is an established fact that a judge begins to acquire more and more skill and expertise
once he decides the maximum cases. The years on the bench mature a judge and retiring at the
age of 65 years amounts to retiring a highly qualified person at the peak of his profession.
Existing law provides for the retirement of the most experienced, productive and reliable Judges
of the superior courts. The knowledge and wisdom that a judge acquires on the bench is a
national resource and it would be highly beneficial to get benefit out of it as long as possible.

The Bill is désfgned to achieve the aforesaid objects. EN ,
Sd/- s
Mr.AMJID ALl KHAN

' Méﬁibef, National Asséli’lbi}/
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