
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT O THI ST,{\DING MMITTEI! ON INFORMATION &
BROADCASTIN G ON THE PAKIST BROADCASTING ORATION
(AMENDMENT) BILL. 2O2O

I, Chairman of the Standing Committee on Ilformation & Broadcasting, have the

honour to present the report on the Bill further to amend the Pakistan Broadcasting

Corporation Ordinance, 1973 ()O[XII of 1973) [the Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation
(Amendment) Bill, 20201 (Private Member's Bill) refened to the Committee on 17"'

September, 2019.
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3. The Committee oonsidered the Bill as introduced in the National Assembly placed

at Annex-A, in its meetings held on 07-10-2019, 05-12-2019, 30-12-2019' 2l-01'2020
and 06-03-2020. The Committee recommends that the Bill as introduced may be passed

by the National Assembly.

sd/-
(TATIIR HUSSAIN)

Secretarv
Islamabad, the d'n lrty, zoz0

sd/-
(MIAN JA\'f,D LATTF)

Chairman



.further to amerul the Pakistah Broadcot,ing Corporution .4ct. 1973

WHEREAS it is expcdicnl li:rther to amend thc Pakistan Dn:adcasting Corporarion, Act,
1973 (XXXll ot' 1973). for thc purposes hereinafler appearing;

Annex-A

AS REPORTED BY THE STANDING COMMITTEE

A

BiII

Exoept the' rules madc prior to commencemenl of th€ Pakistan
Corporation (Amendmcnt) Act, 201 9,-

the draft of the rules proposcd to be made under sulsection (l) shail
be published lbr the intbrmarion of pcrsons Iikcly to bo affected
thereby;
the publicarion of the drafl rules shall bc made in print 84d elcctronic
media including websitcs in such manner as may bc prescribcd;.
a notice spci$,ing a dalc, on or alier which the draft rulcs rvill be

laken inno coRsideration,-itrall be published with the drafl
objections iir suggestions, if any, rvhich may be received fmnt al;-
pcrson rvith respect to the &aft rules bcfore the date so specified.

shall be considered and decided beforc finalizinS, thc rules; and

finally approvcd, in the prescribed manner,rulcs sholl be published in
the oflicial Gazelte.

l. Sborr title and comm€nc€meDt.{ l) This Act may be called rhe Pa.Lisran' Broadcasl.ing Cr)rporation (Amcndment) AcL Z6l0t

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

(2) , lt shall come into force 0t once.

2. Substiaution of section 21, Act XXYII of 1997,- In the Pakistan Broadcasting
Corporation Acr. 1973 (XXXII of 1973). for section 21, the lbllo*'ing shall be substitutcd.
nantt'l-":-

*21. Power to makc rules.- (l) Subjccl to sub-sections (2) and (3), the
Minister-in-charge mty. by notilication in, the official (;azette, within six months.
makc rules to carry oirt the purposes of this ArL

(2)
Broadeasting

(a)

(b)

' (c)

(d)

(e)

(3) Rules' made after the prorog,ation ol'thc last session, including rutes

previously published, shall he Iaid bcforc the National As.sembll and the scn&tc as

soon a$ may be atiar the q)mm€nccment of ncxt scssion' respcctively, and thereby

shall stand ref'crred to tho St&ding Comminees ccrnccmed wilh tlte subject matter

ol'the rules for cxaminatitm. rccommcndations and rcport to the Nstiorlai

Asscmbly and the senatc to the efled whether rhe rules.-

)



(a)

(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(0
(e)
(h)

have duly bdcn published for considerinll the
suggestions. ifany, nnd timely been madc;
havc been nrade rvithin the scope of the enactment;
are explicit and covcrcd all the enactcd afters;
relate to anY taxation:
bar the jurisJiction trfany Coun:
give retrospeutivb clfect to sny proyision therco f;
impose aoy punishmcnq and
made provision tbr exercise ofany unusurl pouer.".

objcctionJ or

Subjecr'to the (:onstitution. primarily Majlis-c-Shcora (Parlianrcnt.l ha; cxch.sive po"iir t,r
makc la,",,s \!ith rcspect to arly mattcr in thc fcderal l.cgislutivu List. Frequently' e]actrnents
empo$'er thc Govemtnent or specihed bodies or office-holden to nrakc rrles 1o oan) oirt the
purposes thercof popularlv known as dclcgated. secondary. or subordinate le6lislaticn.

STATENIf,NT OF OB.IECTS AND REASC,.\S

Rules of both ths National Assemtrly and the Senare provide that rielegatcd tegisl8tion
may be examined h1' rhe Committees concerned But practically no etli ctive pa iarnentar-r
oversight hes been made, l;urthcr, in the preralent lcgal systcrn it is also a deparlure from th€
priociple of separatkrn ol' porvers that laws should br nrade by lhe elccted n:prescntative:r ol'thc
peoplc in Psrliarh€nl and not by the exccutive (iovemment. In p:fliamcntag' denrocritc cs. dre
principle has been largely presewcd thmugh an ell'sctivr system ol'parli:menlory corncol ol
executive lau-making. by making provision that copics olall subordinatc tegisrations t'c lard

before each Ikuse of tho l'arliament within prcscribed siding days thcreol orheru'ise thd:, cease

to have eflbct.

Alrhough under thc Constitution, the Cabinet is collectivel-v responsib c to Lhe Senittc and
the National Assembly. yct, under the Rules of Business. 1973- the l{'nister-in-ChILrge is

responsil2le lbl policy concctning hjs Division and the business ot'the l)ivision is onJinarity

. disposed ofly- or untlcr his authority. irs he assumes primu.v responsibilhy for the diip, 'sol of
busincss peniining to his portfolio. Therelore it is neccssary that all mles. incluriing prer iouslr
published, mode after the prorogation of the ltlst sessiorr shall he laid bctbrc both llctuscs as soon
as may be ater thc com-mencement of tr sassion and thereby shull stand ref'erred t.o the Strurdihp

Committee concemed with rhe subject matter olth6idlis.

The proposed omendment would achiere objective of yaluablc parlicipation of th'i l)eoplc

in nrles making process. meaningful excrcise of authority by thc Minister'in'Chargc to ;tssume

primar;, responsihili6' tbr the disposal of business pcnaining to his porttt,lio includng rulc
making and t'flicient and eflectivc parlianrenury oversight relating to delegiitctl lel3islatiott.

sd/..
MR. AlllJlD i\LI KEAN

l

lVlemher . National Assenlhly
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