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3. The Committee coDsidered the Bill as D&oduced ir thc National Assembly pla.ed at

ADnexure-'A', in its meeting held on 26h Septcrnbcr, 2019 ard recommends that the Bill plactd
at Annerure-"B", may be passed by the Natiorul Assembl]-

sdi-
(ALI KHAN JADOOI9

Chairman
Standing Committee on Information Technology and

'l clccommunlcationsd^
(TAHIR HUSSAII9

Sccretarv
Islamabad, the 8'h Ja.nuar)', 2020



Annex-A I

[AS INTRODUCED IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

to provide for establishment of National Information
Tec hno lo gt B o ard Ql ITB)

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for

establishment of National lnformation Technology

Board for e-govemance across the country in line

with the vision and policy of the Federal Govemment

to serve the public in more effective and efficient

manner through due advisories and consultancies and
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provision of e-tsovEmance software applications to public.9ctor organiations
so as to focus on cross-cutting e-Sovemance applications and iniliatives tftat c{n
be rcplicated across multiple public organizations f()r bettcr go\ ernment lo
governlncnt (G2G) and govcmment to citizens (G2(l) services alrd

c,omnrunicatron, and for matters connected hcrewith and ancillary therelo;

AND lYttEREAs the Senate and the National Assembly are nrt in session

and the president is salisfied thal circuflrslances exrst which rendcr it necessaD

to lake immediatc action;

Now, THEREToRI-] in excrcise of poweN confeff€d by clsuse (l) of
Article 69 of the constitution ofthe Islarnic Republic ofPakislan, thr: Presidcnt ij
plessed 1o make and promulgate lhe following ordinance:.--

PART.I

PRELIMINARY

l. Short title, ef,leDt and commcncemcnt.-{l)'I'frrs Ordinance
shall be callcd the NalioD.l Information Technology Borrd ordinence, r0l9.

(2) lt shall come in to forcc at once-

(l) lt shall extend to whole ofPakistan.

2. DefiDitions--In this Ordinancc, uDless there is anylhing repuSnailt
in the subjcct or lhe contexq -

(a) "Board'or "NITB'means the National lnformalion Technolotry
Bc.ard established under this Ordinanc€:

(b) "Bo$d oI Goveroors" mesns the Board ofGovern(,rs constitut,
under section 4;

(c) "Chsirmetr" means Chainnan ofthe Iloard

(d) "Chief Erecutive, Ollic€r me-ans tho (lEO of thc
Board appointed undcr section 5!

(e)

(0

(e)

qFubd" 
means the Board Fund as provided in sellio r IJi

"m€mber" means membcr ofthe Board inciuding the Chairman

"prescribed" mcans prescribed by rulcs or regulatir,ns made un,ler
this Ordinanccl
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(1) "Prcsident" means President ofthe Islamic Republic ofPakislan;

(i) crules" means nrles framed under this Ordinance; arrd

(j) "regulotions" means the regulatiors madc under this Ordinance.

PART-II

Ihtrblichnent of Nationsl Itrfom[tion Techrology BDard (NITB)

3. E'3rEbltuhment ofahe Borrd. (l) As soon as may be bul not later
thon thirty days of lhe commeDcemerl of this Ordin"ncc, the Federal
Govemmcnt shall, by notification in the omcial Gazetse, establish a Board to bc
known as National lnformation Technology Board for carrying out the purpo6es

ofthis Ordinance.

(2) The Board shall be a body corporate haviflg perpetual succcssion
and a common seal, with admirisl.ative and financial powers, subjecl to the
provisions of this Ordinance to enter into agroements and contracts, ecquirc,
hold ard dispose of property, both movable end immovable and to suc al|d to b€
sucd.

(l) 'the headquarlcrs ofthe Board shall be al lslamahEd ard it may sct
up offices at such placc ot places, with the prior approval of the Fe-deral
Govemmen! as it r4ay deern appmpriat€ throu8hour Pakistan.

(4) Ihe Bosd shall consistofth€ Chairman and Members

4. Boord ot covernors.-{l) The gencral dircction and
administration of the affairs of the Board shall vest in the Board of Govemors,
consistingof the following members, narnely:-

(a) the Presidenr ofPakiBtan

(b) Federal Minister for the Division to which
business ofthe Board stands allocared

(c) Secrctary ofthe Division to which b siness
ofthe Doard stands allocated

Chairman

Vice-ChoimonJ
ex-Orlicio

Member cx-officio

(d)

(e)

(f)

Secretary, Finance Division

Secretary, Establishfl ent Division

Member ex-officio

Membet exafficio

Member ex-officioSecrerary ofthe Division to which business
oI Scienc€ &Technology stands allocatcd
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(g) five eminent stake holders in informfltion

lechnology from p'rivatc sector to be nominaled
by the Prime Minister in prcscflbeil manner

(h) one distinguished womaD acaderflicia to be
nonrinated by the Primc Minister in prescrihed

(i) Chairman National'I'elecommunication ard
Irrformation TechnoloEy S€curity Board

)Venber )x-offi.io

C I.,O of N ITB Member ex-offtaio

(2) Tl'e CEO shall b! er-o/y'./o Secretary oflhe tload-

(3) The mcmbers, olhet than the ei officia memhers, shdll hold ollice
for a lerm of thrce years from the date of thcir appointment, exterrdable for
another lerm subjcct lo the maximum age-lirnit of sixty five yea$ and shall be
appointed in the manncr prescribed by regulations.

(1) A memb€r, other tfiar1 an e*olfcto nember, raay resigrr from fiis
office byuriling underhis hand addressed 1() the Prime Mirister.

(5) The business ofthe Board shall be condlcted as may be prescribcd
by regulations.

(6) Ilt absence ofdr€ Chairrnan, a mernbel dcsrgnated by thc Chairman
shall preside over the lloard meetings

5. Appointment of Cf,O.-{l) The CEIO sl'all be ,ppoirted by the
Irederal Covenrnrent, on lhe recornmcndations of tlle Board. on such terms aod
conditions as may be delennined by the tloard:

Provided that the CEO appointed prior to commercem(.nt of this
Ordhanco shall be deemed to have becn appointed under this Ordinarcc.

(2) 'the CEO shall be an eminent lT professional of kno,An intcgrity,
\5mp€lencc and expenise in handlinA ll'development projccts.

(3) Th€ C!,O may resip froDr his office by giving ooe morLth ootice in
wriling under his own hand, addressed to thc Federal Covernmcnt.

(a) The CEO shall be answerabJc to the Board Ibr all adrnrnistrative,
financial and tschnical ma[crs of the Boa,d. The tsoard mny d€legalo such
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adninist-ative and financial powers to thc CEO for carrynrg out day lo day
affain oflhe Rosrd as it deems nececsa-ry.

6. Me€aingB of the Board. {l ) Thc Chairman or, in his abscnce, thc
membcr designatcd by the Chairman aor thc purpose shall presid€ st s meeting
of the Board.

(2) One-half of the total mernbcrs shall constitrrte a quorurn for
meetings ofth€ Board requirin8 a decision by tlre Board.

(3) The dcaisions of the Board shall b€ lak€n by majorily of its
mcmbers present and iD case of a tie, lhe rnernber presiding a meeting shall have
a (asling \otc.

(4) The members shall receive such fee and exp€nses for cach me€ting
as may be prescribed by regulatrons.

PART-III

POWERS AND FIJNCTIONS OF TIIE BOARI)

7. Powcrs of lte Borrd.-Thc Board shall €xercise all powerc &s

shall enable it to effcctively p€rforrn its functions specificd ih sealion t. In
particular and willout prejudice to lhe geflerality of the foreSoing power, the
Board shall -

(a) prescrihe regulations, including rcgulations for exercising iis
powcrs and pcrformance ofits fllnc(ions-

(b) enter into contracls, agreemenls and MOUS;

(c) acquire, lease, encumbcr, dispose of, exchange, vest or otherwisc
deal with aoy mo\€abl€ or immovable property or any interest
therein;

(d) prescribe regulationq for appointment and rEmoval of the Board
tmployees or/and relaled mallers.

E. Futrc(ions of the Board-Thc Boarrl shall exercis€ all powers as

shall enable it to elleclively p€rform its functions specified in this section. lrt
particular and without prljudic€ to the generality of the foregoing poer'er, the
Board shall -

(a) providc techuical guidanc€ for ernb€dding e-Bovemancc in th€
Federal ministries and divisions includin8 thcir attach€d



6

departmcnts, sulonomo!.rs bodies, sub-ordrnate offices and
promoting eflicient and trarsparenl governance;

(b) facilitate eflicient and cost-efteclivc imple entation ol'
e-lioverDance prograrns in the Fcdcral ministries and Civisiors;

(c) qarry out training need assessmentsr includinB in iBstructure ss
well as IIR ski,lset and c€pacily, periodic.rlly irl lhe Fed€ral
Govemmcnt depanments and to desien and implcrn€nt IT capacLt]
building programs for employees of the Federal ,ninistries and
divisions including their attached departmenls, aulonomous bodirs,
sut)-ordiIste offices;

(d) rcview thc status ofe Bcvemment readiness on a n:8ular basis ki
€nsure sustainable, accclcrated digilization and ftlevant human
resource developmcnq

(e) idenfiry the arEas where IT interventions can bo lelpful and to
sug8est rneasures for the aulomatio[ of lhese arcas through
business process rc-enginecring (BPR);

(f) provide standards, recommendatiorE and compliatlcc lbr softwtrc
Ernd infrdslructure in the field ofeleclronic 8(r\(rnrn(e;

(t) carry out coordination with thc provinccs and pro.,ide assistarrce
and facil;tation as and when re4uired;

(h) faoilitate emcient and cost-effective conception, procurement,
implementstion, op€rations and maintenancc ol' all Federal
Covemment's ministries, divisions, departments and
organizations' e-governmont programs and projcc ts and enstr€
thcir holistic alignment with the national strategic ac ion plafls;

(i) be the lead authority to ensurc data security of any ministr],
division or organiz?lion fo. good governarlce:

() provide dats to all govemment departments as p€r lfieir
requirement;

(k) be responsible to review and acquire infirnnation and
communicdtion technoloSy service infrastructure':o Sovemm.nt
departments to revamp e governance and communicatkx wittin
the Governmcnt;
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(l) provide standardiatiol across the governm€nt departrnenls in

inforrnation eDd communicotion technolory dara, services alld
irfrasfucture by granting approvals to any new information ard
communication techDolos/ rela(ed technology or projectr in

SOVemrnent dePartnrents;

(m) be responsible to investigate lT security breaches across
g0vernrnent departlnents,

(n) be responsible to build, rollout and maintain nalional disastc. [T
and communications Ection plan;

(o) bc reeporsibte to prov;de system analysis consrltinS service to
government d€pa(ments and build information and communicltion
technology applications based on their needs;

(p) build private sector information and communication technoloB/
induslry and diversiry the skitlset ofnew genemtion;

(q) establish centers of excellence to develop technologies in
collaboration with oth€r governrnent departments and private
sector;

(r) bc anthorized lo acquirc citiz€ns' dal4 pa(ielly or all, from thc
database of sny govemmenl minrstry, divrsiou, or orSonization
with the peflnission of lhe concemed ministry, division,
depanment, orgulization prov;ded that -

(i) data shall rcnrail the ownership of llc conc€med ministry,
division, depxnITrent or organization;

(ir) if the dala is acquircd by NITB, tor the purpose of
deyelopment of any govemance application, thc conc€med
ministry, division, depanment or organizelion shell b€ bound
to share the data free ofcost; and

(iii) lf the datd'is acquire{t, by NITB, for the purpose of
development ofany comrnercial application, the data shall be
shared on mutually a8;ce3ble terms bclween NITB and the
concerncd ministry, divrsion, depaftment or organizrtion
within seven days failinS which the matter shall be refcrrEd lo
Federal Governmeht for determinatron of terms and
conditions for sharing ofdata;
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(s) enlist all private sector colnpanies to coilrbora.e and dclivca

services to any rninislry. division or organization cn information
and com,nunication technology rela(ed projecls;

(t) utilize all rneans lo ensure securir)- ol data and systems of irny
ministry, dir,ision, or orgarization, in lir.' witl internalicnitl
standards;

(u) rccommend r€presentalion of any governmerll departrertt
int€rnat;onally ill the cofltext of information flhd :ornmufli.alion
technolo$/ industly;

(v) recommcnd any matlcr pertaining k, develo[meDt, reform,
improvcment and strstainsbility of infbflrration and ootnrnunicarion
lcchnoloBy sector oIPakis.lan:

(w) be responsible for rccommending and defining slandardized
pammeters in lihe with l'f policy to be follo\*erl at all levels fbr IT
projects;

(x) rccommend ard execote develop,nent of nalional IT plans and
policies in lih€ with inlcn!ational best praclices; and

(y) collect information u,ilh rcspect to IT within and c,utside Pakirt r

and review the impsct thereof-

9. Commitle€s of th€ Board.-{l) The Board may, lbr carrying out
its functions, constrtute such comnrillees, from t he to tiEre as may h€
consi(lcred appropriatc.

(2) The committees constitured under sub-section (lt shall con(luct
their business in such manner as may he prescribed by regulationti.

I0. Or8rniz.tiotr of aheBoard.-{l) The Board ma}, lor csnying out
its ftnctions for promotion of IT projects, developments (,f IT projecls,
certification of IT a d project hanagement, may enter irtr) conlracl and
aSrEe,nent on such tefins and conditions as may be prcscribed b, thc Board 1ls it
may consider necessary

(2) The organizalion e,stabhshed or contmctcd *ith urder sub-sec:i(nl
(l) shall be subject to control and supervision of the Board anil shall funclion
within rhe framework ofthis Ordinance.

(?) An organization cstablishdd or conlracted \4ith under sub,scfiion
(l) shall perfonn such business as may be prescribed by the Board frorn rjme to
ti,ne.
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1 l- M{nngement of the lioerd.-Subjecl to the powers delcSated by

the Doard, the ovcrall mana8emen( of the Board shall vesl in tie authority of
CEO irrcluding giving sanction, approval, initiation of disciplinary proceedinSs
of persons ilr s€rvice of thE Board, allocalion of funds in different heads of
accounts, maintcnance of discipline, local or intematio al cooperation with
organizrtions providinS scrvices in the field of infonnation technolos/ and do
any other act or take any action as it deems necessary fo. srnooth filnctioning ofi
the Board.

12. Appointm€nr oI omccr! snd other ststf of ahe Board.-{l)
Subject to regulations, thc Board rnay appoint such officers, exp€ris, advis€rs,
consultants and memb€rs of staff as it may consider necessary for the efficient
pcrfonnance afits functions on such tcrms and condilions as may b€ prescribed.

(2) The Board ofCoveroors, throu8h regulalions, may delegate any of
its powcrs relating to appointment of offic€rs and other staff to the CEO or any
other officer.

(3) fhe omcers, rnembers oa lhe stali advis€rs, consultants, exp€rts
and odrer perso4s appointed by lh€ Roard shail not tle civil scrvants within the
meaning of re Civil Servants Ac! 1973 (LXXI of 1973).

13. Thnsfer of sssets xnd liabilities of erutl hilc NfTB.{l) From
lie date of commcncem€nt of this Ordinance. all the terms and condilions o[
service of rEgular and contracl ernployees ot erswhile NITB shall remain as
such on th€ir lransfer to llr€ Board.

(2) Notwihstanding anything to rhe contrary contained in this section,
any person in service of crstwhile NITR, within three monlhs oI the lransfer,
shall exercise {:n irevocable option cither to remain civil servflnt or becoflrc
employees ofth€ Board.

Provided lhat whcre any person does not exercise the option within the
said period he shall be decmed to have opted to become employce ofthe Board-

(3) On transfer as aforesaid. tenru and conditions of service of the
perso,r shall not be less favorablc ltran rhose b! rrhich he was govemed
tmmediately b€forc his transfcr at the time ofcommencemenr oflhis Ordinance.

(4) No person who slsDds transferred to lhe Board shall,
notwithstanding anlthing contained in any law for the time being in forct, bc
cDtitled to any compensation becaus€ ofsuch lransfer,

(5) All sss€Ls a'rd liabililies of th€ crstwhile NITB on commencement
ol-this Ordinance shall stand transferr€d to ard vested in the Board.
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(6) The Federal Governmenl shall fray to the Board capilalized vrtlue

ofpetlsion and gratuity in respect ofen)ployecs transfened to the Board to which
they havc b€com€ entitled to or have be€n owned by them till the dat(! of
comrnencemeDt of this Ordinancc.

(7) AII s its and other lcBal proceediflgs instituted b/ or againsl the

Fedel?l Govemment irr respcct of the erstwhile NITB shall b€ derncd to be liuits

and le8al proceedings against the Board from the date of comrnr:ncemcot ofthis
Crrdinance and shall be dealt with by the Board.

(E) AII contracts, agrecments, promiscs, negotiat(xis and working
arangements lrlade and ufidcrstandings reached including )idding prccuss

rnitiated as a rcsult of any r€quest for proposal sought from prosper)tive

conliactors and all Iiabilities incurred illcluding any contingent (,r Jirturc liat,ility
on account of availing any servicc, etc. by the erstwhilc NITB on behalf of the
Federal Government in connection with, or for the purpose of, or in relati()n to
the same objects, purposes, fxnctions and powers as thosc of the Board, h)fure
the establishmenl oI thc Board, shall bc deemed to have been rnad€, r€achcd o.
incurrcd, as Epplicable, by th€ Boald under this OrdinAnce ard shall have effect
accordingly.

PART-IV

FUNDS, BUDGET, ACCOUNTS AND ,IUDIT

14. Funds,-(l) ]'here shall bc fonned a nonJnpsabli fond vesting in
lhe Bosrd to b€ known as lhe "Board Fund" for thc pu4ose ofrneeting cxp:nses
in conneclion with the functions and operations of the Eoard under this
Ordrnance, including payment ofsslarics ard other remuneralicns payable lo lhe
persons in scrvice ofthe Board.

(2) The tund shall consist of-

(a) fuuds provided by the Fedcral Covernmelt lor pa/mcnt ofsalarics,
establishing infraskuoture and running the (lay t(, day businr,ss of
the Board:

(b) loans and grants by the l.ed€ral Government <,r ary provincial
Governnrent or local authorhy;

(c) othcr loaDs or fu,rds obtaiDcd by the Boa ;
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(d) foreign aid, graflls aDd loans ncgotialed afld raised, or othen ise

obtained by the Board, in consuhation with l-inance Division;

(e) cha-rges for services or for thc provision of any information or
report automated or otherwjsc to any governhcnt entity;

(0 fees and commissions colleored by the Board as prescribed from
time to tirne;

(g) incomc from the sale ofmovable or iftmovablc properg;

(h) funds from floatinB bonds, shares, debentures, commercial pap€rs

or any other securities issues by the board or thtough any othcr
means;

(i) income from invosoncnls; ard

0) all oth€r sums received or €arncd by the Board

(3) 'Ihe Board Fund shsll be kept in one or more accounls DalntaineJ
by thc Board in lxal and for€igr currency in any schedulcd bank in Palislan and

shall b€ operated in accordance with the prescribed regulalions.

(4) The Federal Government may provide funds for administative,
operational and any other expeflses.

(5) Orly those funds and grants by Fedoral Government or donor shall
bc credited to commercial bank account which are allowcd by Finance Division
explicitly.

(6) Bank accounts ofthe tloard shall be opened with the priol approval
of the Board of Govemors.

(7) lnvestments shall be made in accordance with instructions and
policy of lhe Financ€ Division including its O.M No. 4(1y2002-BR-II datcd
2-1:2003.

I 5. Budg€t.-The Board shall in respcct of each financial ycar submit
(hrouglr rel€vant Division and Finance Division for thc spproval of Federal
Covernmellt by such date and in such aorm as may be specified by thc Federal
Government, a statement showing the e(imated recripts and curent and
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d€velopment expenditurc Erd the surhs whish are likely lo be rec[i'ed fronr :he

Iredeftrl Govemmerrt during lho next firancialycar.

16. Account!.-The accounls ofthe Board shall be mairlained in such
form and in such manner as tle lederal Gov€mmenl ma] determine in
consultation wilfi lhe Auditor General ofPakistan.

17. Audit.-{l ) The accounts ofthe Board shall bc audilcd at the close
ofcEch filarcial ycar by thc Auditor General of Pakisfan.

(2) The Board shall produc€ such accounts, books en.l docu6entj irs

the Auditor General or any officer authoriz€d hy him in this b€talf may require
for the purpose ofa dit.

(3) Copies of the Auditor General's reporl on fhe a(counts shall be
provided to the Board and tlc lrederal Govemmeut.

(.{) The Board may, in addition to the audit under suuscction (l),
csuse its accounts to be sudited by any other extcrnol audilors bcing charlcred
acoountants within the meaning of thc Chartered Accountants ()rdinance, 961
(X of i 961), on such rcmuneration as rnay b€ determined by the Board.

PART-V

RULES A,IID RJGULATIONS

lE. Polver to make rules.-The Federal (lovenrm€nt may. by
tlotitication in the oflicia.l CazElte, make rules for carrying oul thc purposes of
lhis Ordinance.

19. Porvcrr to msk€ r€guletious.<l) The Bcffd rnay nakc
regulations, not inconsistcnt with rhis Ordinance and the rulcs to carry o t the
puqDses of this Ordinance.

(2) Without prejudice to the generalir) ofthe torgoirg provisions, lhe
regulations may provide for - .

(a) disciplinary proceedings and award ofpunishmcns;

(b) (erDs and conditions alonS-with remunerationr and privilcges,
appoilrtment of officers, slalT mcmbers, expe.ts, adviscr; and
colsultants ctcl

(c) prescription ofdillbrcnt scales and grades erc. lor the remuneration
end privilcges of orlicers, staff rnembers, exFrrls, advisot's md
cons(ltants of the Board.
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(d) procedure for appointnent ofmernbers ofdifrerent committees and

layrng down regulations for the conduct oftheir businessl

(e) procedure and terms and couditions for appointment ofmembers of
Brxrd otCovernors, other than el-oficio members, and

(0 all or any of the matters which by lhis Ordinance are to be or may
bc prescribed by thc regulations.

PART-VI

MISCELLENEOUS

20. Rcmoval of Dilfrculties.-lf any difficulty arises in giving effect
to any provision of this Ordinance, rules and retulations, the President may
Inakc such order, not inconsistent with the provisioo$ of this Ordinance, rules
and rcgulat;ons, as may appear to him to be necessary for the purpose of
removing the ditfi culty.

21. Authorities to aid the Board.-All executive authorities in the
Federation aod in the Provinces shall render srrch assistance to the Board a.s rnay
be necessary for rhe e).ecutrofl of irs programs and proje(ts berng can ied out
under this Ordinance.

22. Delegation of powcrs.- { l ) Ihe lloa-rd of Governors may delegate
all or any of its powers and functions to the CEO subject to such conditions and
linlitations, as ir mav prrsc!ibc.

(2) 'Ihe Board may delegate all or any of its powcrs aad functions
under this Ordinarce to ary nrenrber or officer of the Board, subject to such
conditions and limitations, may be plescribed.

23. Ordinnnce to ov€r-ride olhcr laws.:The provisions of this
Ordinance shall havc eflect nolwithstanding anything cortain€d in any other law
for the time being in forc€.

24. I[definity.-No suit or other legal proceedings sha]l Iie against
the officers and other staff of the Board in respect of arything which is done in
good faith hr perfoflnance of then omcial obligations under this C)rduancc.

25. Seving--Notwithstanding any'thin8 contained in this Ordinance,
ir respect of the erstwhile NITB any notification issued, appointment made,
powcrs dclegated, conlracts entered into, proceedrngs commenced, rights and
Iiabilities incLrrred, 1'ee or charges levied, things donc or actions taken, so far as
they are not incohsistent with thc provis;o s of this C)rdinance, flrles and
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..8ulations, b€ decmed to have been made, pass€d, issued, dele8ated, entered
into, commenced, acquired, incuned, Ievied, done or tak€n under this Ordinsrcc.

26. Act X ot 2012 rot to rpply to the Bo:rrd-- The Industrirl
Rclations Act, 2012 shall not apply ro or in relation to the Board or any pcrson in
service ofthe Board.

27. OfliccB of the Boerd to be public s.rveDts.-The ofllcers md
memb€B ofthc stsfc advisers, consultanb, experts ofthe Board shall b€ de€rred
to b€ public servants within rhe meaning of section 2l of the pakistan p(nal
Cde (Act XLV of I860).

STATEMENT OF AND REAsoNs

The Govcmment of Pakistan gives high priority to the Informr:io[ and Communicati')n

Tecturology (ICT) Sector as an enabler ofsocio-cconomic development. The oore objective

of establislunent ofNational Informalion Technology Board in 2014, through th,: merger of

Pakistan Computer Bueau (PCB) and Electronio Govemment Directorate, was 1'o creale all

organization \vith te€hnical capacity to promote and integrate ICl progriurs across lhe

Federal Govcroment. However ils existing struclure (as an attache'i di)partmenl) h.unpers its

ability to hamess the latest techrical cxpertise, skill sets and work ,:xperience requrrql to

deliver on its maldate. The mandate in itselfhas been long due for n:consideratron as well,

kceping in view the evolving nature ofICT technologies.

Though this ordinance,lhe reorganization ofthe NITB (a.s an autonomous body) would not

only enablc bamessing the latest solutions lCTs have to offer, Lul would also induct and

mai[strea]n these technologies in the 1,rork processes of the F"Ce:al Govemoont while

promoting intcgration ofdigital lechnologies aooss the country.

Dr. Khaiid lv(aqbool Si,idiqui
Federal Minister for Information i'echnology

& 'l elecorhmunicatirn



Annex-B

IAS REPORTED BY STANDING COMMITTEE]

A

BiII

to provide for establishment ofNational Information Technology Board

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide lbr establishment of National Information
Technology Board lbr e-go\remance across dre counhf in line \\,ith the yision and policy ofthe
Federal GovemL'nent to serve the public in [rore eflective and e1'Iicient manner through due

advisories aod consultancies zrnd provision of e-governancc soffware applicatiorls to public
sector organizalions so as to focus on cross-cutting e-govema[ce applications and initiatives that
can be replicated acrcss multiple public organizations for better govemmert to govemment
(G2G) and govemment to citizens (G2C) services and communication, and for matters connected
therewith and alcillary thereto;

PART I

PRELIMINARY

l. Short title, extetrt and comm€ncemetrt. -(1) This Act shall be called the

lNational hfomatiot Technology Board Act, 2019].

(2)

(3)

7

contcxt,--

[t shall cxtend to wholc ofPatistan

It shall come in to forcc at once

Definitions,- ln thrs Act, unless there rs an].thing repugnant in the subject or the

(a) "Board" or "NITB" means the Natiooal Information Technoiogy Board

established under this Acti

(b) ''Board of Go'r'emors" means thc Board of Govemorc constituted under

section 4:

(c) "Chairmatr" me"ns Chaiman ofthe Board,

(d) "Chief Executi, e OIIicer" or "CEO" neans the CEO of the Board
appointed under section 5;

(e) "Fund" means the Bozrd fund a.s provided in section 13;

(f) "member" means member oflhe Board including the Chairman;

(g) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules or regulations made under this
Act;
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(h) "Presidelt" means President ofthe lslamic Republic ofPalcistm;

(i) 'rules" means the rules made under this Act; and

(i) "regulatioos" means the regulations made under this .Act.

PAR'I'II

Establishment of National Informrtion TechnoloRl Board (NITB)

3. EstrblishEetrt of thc Board.- (l) ,,\s soon iLs may be but n,)t latcr tharr thirty days

of the commetrcerrrcDt of this Acl, the Federal Covemment shall, by notLfication in the oficial
Gazette, establish lr Board to be knoqn as National lnformation Technolrgv Roard 'or caryiog
out the purposes o,.this Act.

(2) lhe Board shall be a body corpoftte having perpetual suc:ession anc a common

seal, with administrative and linancial powers, subjcct to the provisions of lhis Act to enter into

agreements and contracts, acquire, hold and disposc of property, borh movable alld i]Emoyable

and to sue and ro be sued.

(3) 'fhc hcadquarte$ of rlre Board shall be at Islarnabird and it may set rp offices at

such place or placcs, with the prior approval of the Fedcral G('ver-runent. as it may deem

appropriate throughoul Pakistan.

(4) l'hc Board shall consist ofthe Chairmar aid Mcmberi

4, Board olGovernors (l) The gencral direotion and adminir;tration ofthe affairs of
the Board shall vest in the Board ofCovemoN, consisting ofihe foll.-rwin5l members, nnmely: -

(al

t.b )

(c) Sccrctary of the Division to which busitress
ofthe Boaid stands allocated

(d) Secretaq,, Financc Division

(e ) Secretary, Establishment Division

(! Secretary oft}te Drvision to which business
ofScience ard Tecbnology stands allocated

Chairnan

lli c e -t : ha it nan/ex- Of/i cio

Me ber ertlficio

Memher et-ollicro

Medbel e*olrtcio

the Presidenl of Pakismn

Iederal Minister for the Division to which
business ofthe tsoard staods allocated

Mcmber alofrtcio
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(g) five eminent stake-holders in information
technology ftom private s€ctor to be
nominatcd by the Prime Minister m
prescribcd manner

(h) one distinguished womaa academician to be

Dominaled by the Prime Minister in
prescribed maoner

(i) Chairman National I cleconmunication and
Infomation'lechnology Security Board
CEO ofNITB

Members

Member

Member ex-fficio

Member ex-ofJicio

(:2) The CEO shall be ex-oricio Secretary ofthe Board.

(3) The members, otlet lhan lhe ex-o/trtio fiemb€rs, shall hold office for a tcrm of three

years from the date of their appoinhDcnt, extendable for another telm subject to the maximum
age-hmit of sixty-liye years and shall be appointed in the maffier prescribed by regulations.

(4) A member, otler than an cx-olJicio membet, may resign from his olfice by wrting
utrder his hand addressed to the Prime Minister.

(5) Thc business ofthe Board shall be conducted as may be prescribed by regulafions

(6) hr absence of the Chairmar, a member designated by the Chairman shall preside

over the Board meetings.

5. AppoiDtmcEt of CEO. - (1) The CEO shall be appointed by the Federal

Govcrnrnent, oD the recornmendations of the Board, on suoh terfirs and conditions as may be

determined by thc Board:

(1) Provided that the CEO appointed prior to commencement of this Act shall be

decmcd to have been appointed undcr this Act.

. (2) The CEO shall be an eminent IT pmfessional ofknown integrity, competence and

expertise in hardling IT development projects.

(3) The CEO may resign from his office by giving one month notice in writing under
his own hand, ad&essed to the Pederal Govemment.

(4) The CEO shall be answeEble to the Board for all administrative, finaocial and

technical matters of the Board. The Board may delegate such administrative and frnancial powers

to the CEO lbr carrying out day to day allairs oflhc Board as it deems necessary.
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6. Meetings of the Board.- (l ) The Chaiman or, in his al)sellce, dre rnember

designated by the Chairman for the pulose shall preside at a meeting ofthe tsoard.

(2) One-halfofthe total members shall constitute a quorum for rreetings of-ie Board

requiring a decision by the Board.

(3) -fhe d:cisions of the Board shall be taken b1' majoritv cf its Inembers Dresenl and

m case of a de, the rnember presiding a meeting shall have a ca-sting vole.

(4) Tbe members shall receive such I'ee and expenses for eaoh meeting at may b€

prescribed by regulations.

I'ART III

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THI BOARD

7. Powers ofthe Board.-The Board shall exercise all powers as shall ,rrallle it tc

effectively pedorm its functions specified in section 8. In particular and lv'ithout prejuaice to thc

generality ofthe lbregoing power, the Board shall

(al prescribe regulations, including regulations for c).orcising its pow(:$ and

per[omance of ils functions.

(b) enter into contacts, agreements and MOUS.

(c) acquire, lease, encunber. dispose of, exchange, r'est o: otherwise deal witt
any moveable or imrnovable property or any inrer-est therein; and

(dj prescribe regulatiom for appointment and removii of the Board Emplorees,

orlrmd related matters

8. Funct.ions of the Board.- The Boad shall exercisc all growcrs as shall eDable it tc,

effectively perform its i.mctions specified irr this section. In particular and without pr,)j'dice t(,
the generality ofthe loregoing po\ler, the Board shall-

(a) provide technical guidance for embedding e-govemtmce in rh: Iedera
mitlistries and divisions including thcir attached depatments, au:onomous
bodies, sub-ordinate o1licr:s and promoting Jfficirint aIId trarlsparellr.
goverlumce;

(b) facilitate cfficic t and cost-effective implemr:ntation of e-govemanc€
progmns in the Federa.l ministies and divisions;

(o) carry out training need assessments, including infiastrrcture as well as HR
skill set and capacity, pgriodicall-y in the F'ede.al Gov,rnnent derartmerrh
and to design and implement IT capacity building prolyams for employees
of the Federal ministries and divisions illcluding thei. atlached
departments, autonomous bodies, sub-ordinate of alces;



(d) rcvicw the status of e-govemment readiness on a regular basis to ensue
sustai-oable, accelemted digitization iurd relet'a.ot htr.man resourcc
development;

(e) identify the areas where I'l intcrvenlions can be helpfirl and to suggest
measucs for the automation of these areu; through business proc€ss re-
enginecring (BPR);

(l) provide standards. recommendations and compliance for software and
iofrashuctue io the field ofclcctroruc govemance;

G) carry out coordination with the provinces and provide assistance ard
facilitation as and whcn requircd;

(h) lacilitate efficient and cost-effective conception, procurement.
implementation, opcrations ztnd maintelarce of al] Federal Govemmenl's
miristries, drlislons, departments and orgadzations' e-goverllr]lenl
programs and pojeots ard ensure their holistic alignmeot with the mtional
strategic action plans;

(i) be the lead authority to ensure data secunty of any ministry, division or
organizalion for good govemancel

0) provide data to all goverruncnt dcpartrncnts as per their requirement ;

(k) be responsible to review and acquire informalion and communication
technology seruice inliastructue to govemment departments to revamp
e-govemance and commudcation within the Govemment;

(l) provide standardi,aation across ths govcrnment departrnents in inJormation
and communication technology data. services and infrasfucture by
granting approvals to any new inlbrmalion and corDmuaicatioD technology
related tecblology or proj€c1s in govcrrunel)t departments;

(m) be responsible to investigate IT security brcaches aoross govenunent
departsnents;

(n) be respoosible to build. rolloul and maintain national disaster lT and
communications action plan:

(o) be rcspoDsible to provide systeir flnalysis consulting service to govemment
deparhnents and build information and communication technology
applications based on thcir necds;

(p) build pdvate sector inlbrma(ion and communication technology industry
and diversify the skill set of ncu, generation;
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(q) establish centeA oI excellence to develop technologi:s in collaloration
with other govemnrent departments and prlvate sector;

(r) be authorized to acquire oitizens' data" padially or all, 6'om lhe database of
any govemment rdnistry, division, or organization wifi the permission of
the concemed minis1ry, division. departmcnr, organiznti,)n providec tbat

(i) data shall remain the ownership ol the concemed ministr), divisioD,
deparrment or orgalizarion;

(ii) ifthe data is acquircd by MTB, for the prrrpose of development of
any govemance application, thc concemed ministry, livision,
department or organization shall be bound to slarc lhe datr Aee of
cost; and

(iii) if the data is acquired. by NITB, lbr the purpos(: of developnr€Dt of
any commercial application, the data shall be rhared on rnutuallv
agrceable tcrms between NITB and lhc clncemed rninistr,,
division, department or orgardzation within seven dayrr failing
which the matter shall be ref'ened to fcderrl Governrnent lbr
determination of temB aDd conditions for sharinl ofdata;

(s) en-list all private sector companies to collaborate and deliver se'-vices to
any ministry, division or orgali?ation on jnformation and corDrnrlnication
teckrology related projectsi

(0 utilize all meai$ to cnswe security of data and systc,ns of an), ninistry,
division. or orgarization, in lioc *ith inteirational shndards;

{u) recommend reprcs€fltatioo of any govemment deparinent intemalionally
in the context of information :urd communication tecbrology indILslry;

(v) recommend any matter pertaining to development, ft.form, improvement
and sustainability of information and communication lechnology sector ol
Pal(istan;

(u ) be rcsponsible for recommendrng and delining sranda:dized pala]netels in
line with lT policy to be lbllo\ved at all lcvcls for IT pojects;

(x) re{ommend and cxecute dcvelopment ofnadonal IT yrlans and p:licies in
line witl intemarional best praclioes; and

(y) collect information with respcct to IT rvithin nnd outside Pak sran and
review the impact thercof.
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9. Committees of the Board.-(1)The Board may. for carrying out iis functions,
constitutc such cornrnittccs, from time to time as may be considered appropriate.

(2) lhe cornmittees constituted under su scctron (1) shall conduct their bNiness in
such manner 6s may be prcscribed by regulations.

10, Orgenizetion of the Board-- (l) 'l'he Board may, for carrying out its functions
for promotion of tT projects, developments o1'll projects, certification of IT and projecr
management, may enter into contract and agreement on such terms and conditioDs as may be
prosoribod by thc Board as rt may consider necessary.

(2) 1he organization established or contractcd with under sub-sectron (1) shall be
subject to control and supervision of the Board and shall furction within the ftamework of rhis
Act.

(3) Al orga-nization established or couractcd with under sub-section (1) shall
perlbrm such busincss as may be prescribed b,,- the Board from time to time.

11. lllaorgetrrent of the Board.-Subject to tle powers delegated by the Board, the
ovemll management of the Board shall iest in the authoriq of CEO including giring sanction,
approval, initiation of disciplinary proceedings olpcnoos in seri,ice of the Board, allocation of
funds in dilTcrcnt hcads ofaccounts, maintenance ofdiscipline. local or international coopemtion
\.ith organizations providing services in the field of informatior techrology atrd do any other act
or takc any action as it deems necessary for smooth functioning ofthe Board.

12. AppoitrtmeEt of officers atrd other staff of the Board.- (1) Subject to,
regulatrons. thc Board may appoint such officers, experts. advisers. consultants a.nd members of
stafl as il may considcr necessary'for the emcient pcrformancc of its functions on such tems and
conditious os may be plescribed.

(2) The Board of Govemors, thrcugh regulations, may delegate any of its powers
rclatirg to appointment ofoflicels and other staffto the CEO or any other ofEcer.

(3) The oflicers. membe$ of the staff, advisers. consulta s, experts and other
persons appointed by tbe Board shall not be civil scri,ants within the meaning of the Civil
Servsnts Act. I973 (LXXI of 1973).

13. Transfer of assets end liabilities of erstwhilc NITB.- (1) From the date of
con rencemcnt of this Act, all the terms and coaditions of service of regular and confact
employees oferstwhile NITB shall remail as such on thcir transfer to the Board

(2) Notwithstanding an).thing to the contrary contained io this sectioru any persoa in
service of eNtwhile NITB, within three Don(hs of thc transfer, shall exercise an irrevocable
option either to remain civil ser! ant or become employees of the Board:

Provided that vhere any pe$on does not excrcise the option within th€ said period he

shall be deemed 1() have opted to become employee ofthe Boafil.
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(3) On trdrsfcr a-s aforesaid, tems and conditions oI scrvice ofthe p,:rson shall oot be

less favomble than thosc by utich he *'as govemed inlmediatcly before his hrnslbr at thr time

of commencement of this Act.

(4) No pcBon \rho sliands harsferred to the Board shall, noNithstanding ant'thing

contained in any law for the time bcirg in force. be entitled to any compensatio'r because of such

transf€r.

(5) All assets and liabilities of the erstwhile NlTtl on commencement of fiis Acl
shalt stand tmnsferred to and vested in the Board.

(6) 'fhe Federal Covemment shall pay to the Board capitalized value of pension and

gatuity in respect of employees tmnsferred to the Board to which they have become entitled to
or have beell owned b], renl till lhe date of commencement of this Act.

(7) All suits ard other legal proceedings instituted by or agidnst the Iederal
Govemment in respect of the erstwhile NITB sball be deemed to be suits and legal proceedings

against the Board from the date of commenccment ofthis Act and shall b( deall by the BozLrd.

(8) All conhacE. agreemetrts, promises, negotiations and working arr:rngenrents

made and understandings reachod including bidding process initiated as a result of an1' r'equesr

for proposal sought ftom prospective contactors alld all Iiabilities lncurred includ rg any

contingeDt or future liabiliry on account of alailing any service, ctc- by the ershvhile NITB on

behalf ofthe Federal Govemment in conneclion with. or for lhe puryose of. o- in relatior 1o the

same objects. puryroses. functions irnd powe6 as those of the Boajd, befi)rc th,i establishr-rlt of
the Board, shall be deemed to have been made, reached or incurrcd, as applicable, by rhe Board

utrder this Act and shall have eiltct accordingly.

PART IV

FUNDS, BUDGET, ACCOIINTS AND AI'DIT

14. Funds.r I )There shall be formed a non-lapsablc fund vesling in thc Boarl to be

known as thc "Board fL(rd" for the purpose of [reeting expenses in cooncction *ith the

fiuctions and operations of the Board urder this Act, rncluding pa;.rnent of salarics anC other

remunerations payable to the persons in service of the Board.

(2) Ihe fiurd shall consist of-

(a) flrnds provided by the Federd Government for payruent of salaries.

establishing infrastructurs and runniDg the day ro day busiIl(,ss ofthe B]ard;

(b) loa$ aod grants by the Federal Gor'emment or any provincial Govertunert or
local authority;

(c) other loarE or funds obtained by the Board;
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(d) forcign aid, gmnts and loans Degotiated and raised, or otherwise obtained by
the tsoar4 in consultation with Finance Divisiong

(e) charges for services or lbr tie provision of any infomation or report
automated or othcrwise to any other govemment entity;

(f) fees ald commissions collected hy the Board as prescribed liom time to time;

(g) income Aom the sale ofmovable or immovable property;

(h) l'unds from floating bonds, shares, debentures, commercial papers or any other
securities issues b) the board or through any other means;

(i) inoome tiom investments; ard

0) all other sums received or eamed by the Board

(3) The Boa.d Fund shall be kept in one or more accourlts maintained by the Board in
local and lbreign currency in any scheduled bal ( in t'>akistan and shall be operated itr accordance

uith re prcscribed regulations.

(4) The Federal Covemment may provide funds for administrative, operational and

any otler expenses.

(5) OD.ly those funds and grants by Fedeml Govcrnrncnt or donor shall be crediled to
commercial bank account rvhich are allo*ed b.v Finance DivisLon explicitly.

(6) Bark accounts of the Board shall be opened with the prior approval of the Boiud
ofGovemoN.

(7) Investsnents shall bc made in accordance with instructions and policy of the

Finance Division including its O.M No. 4(1y2002-BRII dated 2"d July, 2003.

15. Budget.-The Board shall in respect of each hnallcial year submil through rclevant

Division aad Finance Division for the approval o1 Fcderal Govcnunent by such date and in such

form as may b€ specified by the Federal GovcrDmenl, a slatemcnl showing tbe estimated

receipts, current and dcvclopment expeDditure and the sums which are likely to be required from
the Federal Govemment dudng the next financial year.

16. Accoutrts.-'lhe accounts of the Board shall be maintained in such form ard in
such mamer as the Fedcral Govemment may delermine in consultation with the Auditor General

ofPakisttur.,
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17. Audit -(l) The accounts of the Board shall be audited ai the close ()f cach

financial year by tre Auditor Gencral of Pakistan.

(2) Ihe Iloard shall produce such accounts, books and docun,ents as the Auditor
General or any officer authorized by him in this behalf may require lbr thc prrpose ofaldit.

(3) Copies of the Auditor General's rcport on the accounts shall be provided to the

Board and the Federal Govemfirenl.

(4) fte Roard may, in addition to the audit under sub-section (l), cause its accounts

to be audited by any other extemal auditors beilg chartered accountants within the m:aning ol
the Chartered ,Accollrltatrts Ordinance, 1961 (X of 196l), on such remuneration a! may he

del.ermined by the Board.

PART V

RULES AI\'D R.EGULATIONS

18. Powci to Erke rules.-The Fcdeml Govemment may, b1 notification in the

official Gazette, make rules for carying out the purposes ofthis Act.

19. l'owers to makc regulations.-( I ) The Board ma! make regulations, no1

incoDsislent with tlis Act aod the rules, to carry out rhe purposes ofthis Act.

(2) Witiout preJudice to the generality of the forgoing provis.ons, the n.gulations

may provide lbr--

(a) disciplinary proccedings and award ofpunishnents:

(b.) terms and condirions alongrxith rcmunemtions and pri!iljges, appoinlment oi
officcrs, staffmembers, experts. advisers and consultants etc;

(c) prescription of different scales and gmdes etc. 1br the remuoerrtion ard
privileges of officers, sklf members, experts, advisors a..rd consultanfs ofthe
Board.

(d) procedue for appointment of mcmbers of differeDt co nmitte€s and laying
down regulations for the conduct of thcir husiness;

{e) procedEe and tcms and conditions lbr appontrnefit of rngmbers of Roard ol
Govemors, olher than er-olficlo nrcmbers; and

(f) al- or any of the matters which by this Act are to bc or ria) be pre:cribcd b1

the regulations.
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PAR'I VI

MISCELLENEOUS

20. Removal of Difficulties.- If any djmculty arises in giving elliot to any provision
of this Ac! rules and regulations, the President may make such order, not inconsisteflt with the
provisions of this Ac! rules and regulatioru. as may appear to him to be necessary for lhe
purpos€ of remoling thc dilliculty.

21. Authoritie ao aid the Board.- AII executive authorities in rhe Federation alld in
the Provinces shall rcnder such assista[ce to lhe Board as may be necessary for the execution of
its programs and projccls being carried out under this Act.

22, Delegation ofpowers.- (l)The Board of Govemors may delegale all or any ofits
powers and functions to the CEO subject to such conditions and limitations. trs it may prescribe.

(2) The Board lnay delegate all or ary of its powerc and functions under this Act to
any member or oIlicer of the Board, subject to such conditions and limitations, as may be

pres:ribed.

23. Act to over-ride other laws.-The provisions of this Acl shall have e{Iect

notwithstmding anything contained in any othcr law for thc hme being in force.

24. ludemnity,- No suit or other legal proceedings shall lie against the officers and

other shJfofthe lloard in respect ofanyhing which is done in good faith in performance ofthct
oflicial obligations Lrndcr tlis Act.

25. Saving.- Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, in respect of the

e.stwhile NITB any notilication issued, appointment made. pov€rs delegated, cont-acts eltered
into, proceedings cornmcnccd, ights and liabilities lnculaed, fee or charges levied, things done

or actioDs ta.lie , so lar as they are not inconsrsten! with the provisions of this Act, rules aDd

regulations, be deemed to have bee[ made, passed, issued. delegated. entered into, commenced,

acquired, incurred, levied, done or taken under this Act.

26. Act X of 2012 trot to appl, to the Board.-The Industrial Relations Act,2012
(X of2012) shall not apply to or in relation to the Board or any person in service of the Board.

27. Olliccrs of the Board to be public servants: The oitcers and m€mbers of the

stalt adviseN, consultants, cxperts ofthe Board shall be deemed to be public servants within the

meaning ofsection 21 of dre Palistan Penal Code. 1860 (A$ XI-V of 1860).
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STATEMENT OI- OBJECTS Al\iD REASONS

The Covernmenl oi Pakislao gives high priority to the lntbrmalion imd Commurication

Technology (ICT) Sljcror as an enabler of socio-cconomic development. Ihe core obiective ol
establishment of National lnformation Technology Board in 2014, th(rugh the nrerger ol
Pakistan Compuls Burcau @CB) and lllectronic Govemment Directorat(:, was to create and

organization with teobnical capacity to promote and integrare ICT prcgmfis across tle Federal

Govemment. Howerer its existing structue (as tur attached departmcnt) hampels its ability to

hamess the latest technical expenise, skilt sets and work experience required to delirer on its
mandate. The mandate in itself has beer long duc for reconsideration as vell. keeping in vien
the evolving nature oflCT technologies.

Thrcugh this Act, the reorga.Dization of the NITB (as an autonomcus b('d), would not onl)'
enable hamessing the latest solutions IC l s have ro offcr, but *'ould also induct and mainstream
these teclulologies in the work processes ofthe Federal Govemmerrt \r'hile promotiDg irtegratiorr
ofdigital technologics across the country.

(DR KHALID MAQBOOI, SIDDI,QUI)
l-cderal Minister for hfolmation Techuology

& Telcconrmunication


