
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE 5TANDIN6 COMMIfiEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE N THE LD

MARRIA6E ESTRAINT (AMENDMENT) B|LL. 2019

I, the Chairman of Standing Committee on Law and Juttice. have the honour to

pretent this report on the Bill further to amend the Child Marriage Re(traint A't- 1929

(XlX of i929) ffhe Child Marriage Restraint (Amendment) Bill' 20191 fPrivate Member

Bill) referred to the Committee on 30'h April, 2O19.

2, The Committee comprises of the following:-

l. Mr. Riaz Fatyana
2. Mr. Atta Ullah
3. Mr. Lal Chand
4. Mr. Muhammad Farooq Azam Malik
5. Mr. Kirhwer Zehra
6. Mr. Maleeka Ali Bokhari
7. Mr. Muhammad Sana Ullah Khan Matti Khel

8. Malik Muhammad Ehian Ullah Tiwana
9. AEha HatJan Baloch
lO. Mr. Sher Ali Arbab
ll. Mi. thunila Ruth
12, Mr.Saad Waseem
13, Rana Sana Ullah Khan
14. Ch. Mehmood Bashir Virk
15. Mr. Utman lbrahim
16. Khawaja Saad Rafique
17. syed Hut5ain Tariq
18. Syed Naveed Qamar
19. Dr. Nafita Shah

20. M!. AIiya Kamran
21. Barrirter Dr. Muhammad Farogh Naseem

Mini5ter for Law and Juttice

3, The Committee contidered the Bill at introduced in the National Assembly placed

at Annex-A. in itt meetinSs held on o3'c July and 2l' August. 2019 The Committee

recommendt that the Bill aJ introduced may not be Patted by the National Atsembly-
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Secretary
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[AS REPORTED I]Y THE STANDIN6 COMMITTEE]

BILL

fLrrther 1o amend rh€ Child Marriagc Reslrainr Act. I q29 (XIX of I929)

WHERI1AS ir is expedient lurrhcr ro amend the Child Maniage Restraint Act. 1929
(XIX of 1929) for the purposes hercinarter appearing;

It is hercby enacreri as lblluws:-

l. Short tille and commencement.- (l) Jhis Act may be called the Child Marriage
Rcstraint (Amendment) Act. 2019.

(2) lt shall conrc inro lbrce at once.

:. Amendment of scction 2, Act XIX of 1929.- ln rhe Child Maniage Res$aim Act. i929
(xlx ol'1929). hereinaltcr rctcrred ro ,i rhe said Ac1, in section 2. tbr clausc (a), the foiro$ing sha

be substituted. namely:-

"(a) 'thild" meaBs a person who is underei8hteen years ofagef.
3. Amendment of section il, of Act XIX of 1929.- In the said Act. in sectio[ 4._

(i) for the word ..simplc. 
the word .'rigorous., shalt b€ substitutedi

(ii) for the r.r.ords "onc rnonth" the words "three years..shall be substituted: and

(iiD for the words "one lhousand rupees" the rords'Iwo hundrcd thousand ruoees,.shall
' be substitured.

4. Amendmenl ofsection S, Act XIX of 1929.- In the said Act. in section 5.-

(i) for lhe word "simple" thc word ..rigorous'. shall be subsriruted:

(ii) tbr the words ..onc month,, thc words "two yea.s.. shall be substitutcd; and
(iii) for the \rords ..one thousand rupees'. the words ,.two hundred thousand rupees..shall

be substituted.

5. Amendmert of section 6, Act XIX of 1929.- ln the said Acr. in section 6. in sub_section

(l).-

(i) lor the word "simple" the lvord ..rigorous.. shall be substiluredt

(ii) for the words "onc month" the words .three y€ars'. shall be subsritutedi and

(iii) for the ri,ords _one thousand rupees 
_ 

the words . two hundred thousand rupees', shall

b€ substituled.

6. Substitution of secttun 8, Act XIX of 1929.- ln the said Ac1. fbr section g. tire follou,ing

shall be substituted. nanrell,:-
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.Iurisdiction urder thls Act.- lhe l:anrily Ctoun. esrablished under iection I ofrhe
West frakislan liamill (ioLrrs Acl. 196.1 (XXXV of I96.{) shall cxercise.iur-isdiction under

this Act and ma)'take cogtizance ofan of]'encc in the manner provided h! seclion 190 of
thc Code ol a'riminat Proccdurc. I89lt {V ol 18981.'

7, Substitution of s.clion 9, Act XIX of t929.- ln the said r\ct. for secrion !r. the tbl owing
shall bc subsliiuted. namely:-

'9. Offences under this Act shtlt be.ognizable,- All ollences under rhis Act rhall be

cognizablci such cognizaucc u.ith io no case be taken after the expir) of on3 year fiom the

date on which the olltnce is alleged to have heen commircd "

ll, Subslitution of rection t 2, Act XIX of 1929.- In the said Act. jbr soction l:1. ihe fbllowing
shall be substitutcd. nanlely:

"12. Power to issue injuncaioo prohibiting marri.ge in Contrav€trtioo of this Act._
( l) Nolwithstanding an)lhin8 lo the contrary oflh;s Act. contained in an\.othcr taw. the courl may.

if satisfied lrom information laid betbre its rhrough a complainl or otheruise rhat a child maniagc

itr contraventior) ol this Act is going to be aranged or is about to he solemnized, issLLe an injunction
against any person or authoritv involved thrrein. incluriing an injunction against an) oflhe persons

mcntioned in sectiuns 1.4, 5 and 6 olthis Act. prohibiting such mariagc.
(2) Whoevgr, knowing that arl injunction has been issued against him uncler sub-section (l) of
this section. disobc,v-s such injunction. shall be pr.rnished *'ith imprisorrncnt ofeither clescripr,on rbr

a tcrm rnhich rnay extcnd to one J-ear or with line which may extend to one hundred thoussnd
-rupecs. or witl hoth '

. STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

Poveny aDd illiteracy. arc factors crted lbr the prevalence of child ma.ria8e. An early marriage leads

1(l earlv conceptfun. which ultimatcly affecls the heallh of the tee[age girl. l ypjcall]. eDon nous pressure ro

bear children is put on child b des. In developing countries. the leading lause of death for young girls

between the age of ti and I8 is earty pregnancy. A chitd according lo rhe tjN Conlcntion oo thc Rights of
the Child is an) perqo under ll'( iS. of tU.

Unlbnunalejy the praclicc of child marriagc is common in alt pans of pskistan prrticutarl, in rhe
pu)r arcas hur rhe &c1 of soremnizing chird marriagc ;s not cognizabre and the porice cannol takc aclions
againsl the ofTerlders. lhe anrcndmcnr is intended i(r s€.ve as a deterrenl and to remove the exisling qender

disparity in a8e.

2.. The Rill seeks ro cchievc the above-said objectives.

sd/-
DR. RAMESH KUMAR VAITIKWANI
Member, National Assemblv
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