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CHIEF EDITOR’S NOTE

Diplomacy is one of the oldest instruments of statecraft and one of the
longest standing institutions of the International system. It is also an
institution that has undergone tremendous change during the past century
and parliaments around the world had started it as innovative means to
defuse crises and build political trust.

In the ever-changing geopolitical situation, National Assembly of Pakistan
under the visionary leadership of Honorable Speaker has taken some
concrete steps for establishing ties with International Parliaments and
formation of a new regional bloc.

The primary purpose of our newsletter is to bridge the gap between the masses and Parliament
and promotion of transparency through access to information as depicted in Article 19A of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

We attach great value to the views of readers. Feedback and suggestions are highly welcomed.

Happy reading
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SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, SARDAR AYAZ SADIQ VISITS JAPAN

On Friday 30™ June, the Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
visited the House of Representatives of Japan with his delegation and met with Mr. Tadamori
Oshima, Speaker of the House of Representatives of Japan.

The Speaker Oshima welcomed the delegation to
Japan and offered condolences and sympathy to
all those affected in the recent terror attacks in
Pakistan, hoping for the improvement of public
security in Pakistan. In addition, he said that he
was glad that their countries marked the 65"
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
ties, and thanked the Speaker of the National
Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq for
vigorously acting as President of the Pakistan-
Japan Parliamentary Friendship Group for the
strengthening of the bilateral relationship.

In reply, the Pakistani Speaker thanked Speaker Oshima for his welcome and expressed
expectation for Japanese firms to make greater inroads into Pakistan, mentioning that there were
many investment opportunities in his country, including road and railway construction. In
addition, he reiterated appreciation for the support Pakistan had received from the Japanese
Government, including economic and humanitarian assistance. Other subjects including the
further activation of parliamentary exchange also came under discussion.
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BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER MR. THOMAS DREW_ CALLED ON THE
SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN, SARDAR AYAZ SADIQ
AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE ON 26.07.2017

While talking to Mr. Thomas Drew, the Speaker
said that Pakistan attaches great importance to its
strategic partnership with United Kingdom and
both the countries have commonalities of views on
regional and global issues. He underscored the
need for regular interaction between political
leadership, parliamentarians and people of both the
countries that would take the existing bilateral
relations between both the countries to new
heights. Sardar Ayaz Sadiq also stressed the need
for frequent exchange of Parliamentary delegations and stressed to re-activate friendship groups
between the two Parliaments for better understanding and enhanced cooperation through
Parliamentary diplomacy. He also appreciated the Parliamentary assistance program funded by
British Parliament and Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA).

SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN, SARDAR AYAZ SADIQ
DURING A MEETING WITH KOREAN PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION LED BY
SPEAKER OF NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF KOREA, H.E. CHUNG SYE-KYUN IN
PARLIAMENT HOUSE ON 07.08.2017

A South Korean Parliamentary
delegation led by Speaker National
Assembly of Korea, Chung Sye-Kyun
met with the Speaker of the National
Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq. The delegation was invited by the
) Speaker of the National Assembly of
¢ Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq for
promoting  bilateral  parliamentary
exchanges and supplementing
government-to-government interaction. The Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan,
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq underscored that Pakistan is committed to a sustained and comprehensive
bilateral engagement with Republic of Korea. He added that Pakistan is a promising market for
Korean technological and manufacturing expertise. Convener of the Pak- Korean Friendship
Group, Mr. Qaiser Ahmad Sheikh was also present in the meeting. Wide range of issues
including enhancing parliamentary and economic ties between Pakistan and Republic of Korea
came under discussion.
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SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN, SARDAR AYAZ SADIOQ

PRESENTING

SOUVENIR TO AMBASSADOR OF SAUDI ARABIA MR. NAWAF

SAEED AL-MALIKI AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE ON 15.09.2017

While talking to Mr. Nawaf Saeced Ahmed Al-
Maliki, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, who called on him in Parliament House, the
Speaker said that Pakistan wanted stability and peace
in the region as it was necessary for prosperity and
development of the region. He said that the menace
of extremism and terrorism had adversely affected
the region’s progress, and stressed the need for
collective efforts to overcome it. “Muslims are
victimized all over the world and this is the right
time that Muslim countries should think positive for

each other” the Speaker urged. Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said that the current instability, sectarian
divisions, and immense human under-development in the Muslim world have retarded genuine
development and fruitful integration of the Muslim world.

AMBASSADOR OF BELARUS MR.

ANDREI ERMOLOVICH CALLED ON THE

SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN, SARDAR AYAZ SADIQ

AT PARLIAMENT HOUSE ON 23.10.2017

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq underscored that
relations between the two countries have
grown at an unprecedented pace in the last
few years. Efforts were being made to
consolidate bilateral ties in diverse areas,
he added. The Speaker said that regular
interaction among Parliamentarians was
essential to deepen relations between the
two countries. The Speaker of the National
Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq
further said that “Parliaments serve as vital
bridges in forging people-to-people

contacts, enhancing understanding and promoting mutually beneﬁc1al cooperation.” He proposed
exchange of visits by members of Pakistan-Belarus friendship groups. Ermolovich said that the
Parliament of Belarus would be delighted to enhance its relations with the Parliament of Pakistan
so that understanding and cooperation between both the countries could be further pursued.
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SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN, SARDAR AYAZ SADIO
DISCUSSED BILATERAL COOPERATION WITH POLISH SENATE CHAIRMAN ON
7"" NOVEMBER, 2017.

The Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said that Pakistan attaches
immense importance to Poland and wants to take the existing warm relations between the two
countries to new heights through Parliamentary and economic cooperation. He was talking to the
Senate Chairman, Republic of Poland, Stanislaw Karczewski along with his delegation at the
Parliament House.

The two sides undertook a comprehensive
review of bilateral ties and discussed ways
and means to enhance cooperation in
diverse spheres, especially in the fields of
economy, trade and commerce.
Cooperation in  energy, industry,
investment, agriculture, Science
Technology and Innovation (STI),
l Information and Communication
Technology (ICT), education, culture,

: : defence and Parliamentary exchanges also
came under discussion. They also dehberated on the emerging peace and security environment at
regional and global level. Poland Senate Chairman Stanislaw Karczewski, while thanking the
speaker for his kind words, said his country also attaches huge importance to Pakistan and wants
to revitalise its bilateral relations. He said his country strongly desires to enhance its
parliamentary relations, apart from cooperation in other fields.

SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, SARDAR AYAZ SADIQ ATTENDED
INTERNATIONAL PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE IN MOSCOW RUSSIA, 3-5
DECEMBER 2017

The Parliamentarians against Drugs Conference was held on December 4, thls year in Moscow
The one-day Conference consisted of a high-level & ,
plenary session and panel discussions. The
Parliamentarians from 58 countries participated in
the Conference. Seven countries sent their Speakers
of Supreme Legislative bodies, who came forward
with reports on the plenary meeting. The Speaker of
the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq participated in the conference to represent
Parliament of Pakistan.
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On the sidelines of the International Conference, the Speaker of the National Assembly, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq held a bilateral meeting with the Chairman Duma of the Russian Federation Mr.
Vyacheslav Volodin on 4" December. The Speaker of the National Assembly, Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq conveyed Pakistan’s appreciation to State Duma for taking the initiative to host the first
International Conference on “Parliamentarians against Drugs”. Chairman State Duma expressed
appreciation for high level participation from Pakistan in the Conference. Mr. Volodin said that
he was looking forward to his visit to Pakistan to participate in the regional conference on
“Challenges of Terrorism and Inter-Regional Connectivity” to be held in Islamabad later this
month. During another meeting with Mr. Ali Larijani, the Speaker of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly of Iran, both the leaders underscored the role of the lawmakers in strengthening
relations between the two countries. Both the sides agreed to further enhance bilateral relations
between Pakistan and Iran through closer Inter-parliamentary Cooperation.

VISIT OF THE FRANCE-PAKISTAN FRIENDSHIP GROUP FROM 11™ 1O 13"
DECEMBER IN PAKISTAN

A delegation of the France-
Pakistan Friendship Group at
the French National
Assembly, led Dby its
President, MTr. Jean-Bernard
Sempastous, along  with
several of its members, Mrs.
Annaig Le Meur, Mr. Jean-
Luc Reitzer and Mrs. Sonia
Krimi paid a visit to Pakistan
from 11" to 13™December
2017, at the invitation of the
Speaker of the National

: . Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq. This visit was initially an opportunity to strengthen ties between French and
Pakistani Parliaments in several high-level talks with Speaker of the National Assembly of
Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Mrs. Nafisa Shah and other members of the Foreign Affairs
Committee of the National Assembly, Senator Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Abdul Qayyum, Convener of the
Pakistan-France Friendship Group at the Senate of Pakistan and members of the Pakistan-France
Friendship Group in the National Assembly of Pakistan.
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The Speakers and the Heads of
delegations of the National Parliaments of
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,
Peoples’ Republic of China, Islamic
Republic of Iran, Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, Russian Federation and the
Republic of Turkey undaunted by
challenges gathered in Islamabad dated
December 24™ 2017. The Conference
deliberated in detail about the idea of
articulating the respective
parliamentarians’  narrative on the
imperative need of identifying, promoting and developing a common socio-economic interest of
these countries to secure mutual well being, peace, harmony and development of the region in
particular and the world in general. The President of Pakistan, Mr. Mamnoon Hussain, the
Honorable Chief Guest and Mr. Raza Rabbani, Chairman, Senate of Pakistan addressed the
inaugural session.

The Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Chairman of the 1*
Speakers’ Conference, in his welcome address deliberated that terrorism ever since 9/11 has
caused a colossal dent to the global economy. Problems such as the rise of illicit drug trafficking
and the ever escalating terror financing :

has further exacerbated the security
situation in this region. He stressed that as
regionally  connected nations, the
participating countries must live with each
other in peace, trust and mutual respect.
He suggested the need of Permanent
Speakers’ Parliamentary Forum of the six
participating countries. He offered that the
National Assembly of Pakistan can serve
as the Secretariat of the Forum.
Furthermore, the Honorable Speaker of
National Assembly of Pakistan, proposed
the formulation of Inter-Parliamentary
Committees on the Counter Terrorism and Interregional Connectivity.

An intellectually engaging debate on “Seeking Joint Strategies to Combat the Threat of
Terrorism in the Region: The Role of Parliaments” was deliberated upon during the first
session of the conference. The keynotes were delivered by delegates from Afghanistan, China,
Pakistan, Russian Federation and Turkey during the session. The speeches revolved around the
plausible strategies in curbing the menace of terrorism in the region. 1* Speakers’ Conference on
Exploring Parliamentary Cooperation for Regional Peace, Connectivity and Prosperity
successfully concluded on a historic milestone in shape of the Islamabad Declaration,
Partnership for Peace, Development and Connectivity.
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

(2™ half of the yvear 1* July 2017- 31% December 2017)

Total Questions Recelvedk

Total Questions Admitted

Total Questions Answered

Total Questions Responded Orally on the f ioor of the
House -

Total Questions Disallowed

Total Questions Processed But lapsed

Total Questions Hours held in the House

Motion under Rule-87 Received
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SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF PAKISTAN, SARDAR AYAZ SADIQ
SAYS PAKISTAN TAKES PRIDE IN TIME-TESTED ASSOCIATION WITH SAUDI
ARABIA

The grand reception hosted by the
Embassy of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia (KSA) to celebrate its
87"National Day turned into an
All Parties Conference rather all
Pakistan gathering as one could
see representatives from all the big
and small political parties, schools
of thoughts, religious sections,
universities and seminaries
making a beeline to congratulate
Ambassador Nawaf Said Ahmad
Al-Maliki on the National Day of
his country. The Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq was the Chief
Guest on the occasion while Governor Punjab Rafiq Rajwana, Senators and MNAs, members of
the ruling party and the
opposition were among the
guests of honor. Expressing
his deep sense of gratitude
and extending warm
congratulation to the
Ambassador of Saudi Arabia,
Speaker National Assembly
said Pakistan enjoys the
formal bilateral relations with
Saudi Arabia. Our association
is deeply itched into the minds
and hearts of the people of the
two countries. We have
supported and stood by each
other through thick and thin.
Pakistan attaches great importance to the integrity, sovereignty and dignity of Saudi Arabia and
very much appreciates the country’s role in ensuring peace and prosperity in the world. Service
of 2.6 million overseas Pakistanis in Saudi Arabia is a testimony of our regard for the Holy land,
he said.
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70_YEARS OF PARLIAMENT CELEBRATED AT PAKISTAN INSTITUTE FOR
PARLIAMENTARY SERVICES ( PIPS) ON AUGUST 10,2017

To commemorate the celebrations of 70 years
of the Parliament, a two-day conference was
inaugurated at Pakistan Institute for
Parliamentary Services (PIPS). Enlightening
and insightful reflection upon the history of
Parliament was shared by the key note
speakers of the session. Honorable Speaker of
the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq, Former Speakers Syed Fakhar
Imam and Gohar Ayub were the Guests of the

I Honor. Executive Director Pakistan Institute
for Parliamentary Services, Zafarullah Khan shared his welcome remarks in which he thoroughly
reflected upon the historic moments of Parliament and appreciated the initiatives and efforts
taken by former and current Speakers of the National Assembly of Pakistan. Around 120
Parliamentary experts from the National Assembly, Senate and members of civil society and
students participated in the event. The first day of event concluded with cake cutting ceremony
by the Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq and former Speakers of
the National Assembly of Pakistan, Syed Fakhar Imam and Mr. Gohar Ayub Khan.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE TURNED PINK IN SUPPORT OF PINK RIBBON.
"GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTEED TO PROVIDE HEALTH FACILITIES TO ALL
CITIZEN": NA SPEAKER OCTOBER 3, 2017

The Speaker of the National Assembly of
Pakistan, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said that
thousands of precious lives had lost every
year from breast cancer just because of |
mere ignorance. Breast Cancer is the only §
cancer if diagnosed at early stage; chances
of survival are more than 90%. He further
said that we would extend full support to
the “Pink Ribbon” for creating early
detection and ensuring saving lives. He
said this in his message on the awareness
campaign of “Pink Ribbon” being commemorated in October. The Speaker said that the pink
ribbon is an international symbol of breast cancer awareness. For this purpose, Parliament House
Building illuminated into pink lights in support of “Pink Ribbon”. That illumination was a part of
National breast cancer awareness drive which started from 1* October to 31%of the month. At the
Parliament House Building; the illumination lasted for three days. During those three days, the
Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan and other Parliamentarians also expressed their
concerns over this extremely dominant health issue among Pakistani women.
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THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The Standing Committee on Ministry of Human rights met 06 times during the period 1* July -
31°* December 2017.

The agenda for debate included
discussion on the issues of Human Rights
violation in respect of allotment of plots
to the affectees of Tarbella Dam, briefing
on investigations of the murder case of
! Bakhshish Elahi, Journalist from Haripur.
The Committee considered the Bill titled
as “The Islamabad Capital Territory
Child Protection Bill, 20177
(Government Bill) (Referred on 15-05-
2017) and approved unanimously with
the amendment in sub-section (b) of section 5 as “is unattended, victim of an offence, child
domestic & such other workers found begging, imprisoned with the mother or lives in immoral
environment”. The Committee also considered the Bill titled as “The Juvenile Justice System
Bill, 2017” (Government Bill) (Referred on 24-05-2017) and approved unanimously with the
minor amendment in sub-section 1 of section 8.

The Committee also discussed the already established implementation cell and the Help Line for
free of cost legal advice to the Human Rights violation cases and referral for redressal. The
Committee also condemned the Human Rights violation in occupied Kashmir by the Indian
Security Forces. Various other issues of abolishing contract systems in factories/industries for
labourers were also discussed.

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY STANDING COMMITTEE ON RELEGIOUS AFFAIRS AND
INTERFAITH HARMONY

The Standing Committee on Religious Affairs and Inter-faith harmony met 04 times during the
period 1% July, 2017 — 31 December, 2017. The following matters were discussed
The Committee had briefing on the
award of quota to Hajj Tour Operators
especially after directions of Supreme
Court of Pakistan. It was apprised in the
Committee that 2% quota was provided
by the Hajj Policy Formulation
Committee constituted by the Supreme
Court of Pakistan to the top most new 29 Companies on merit basis. The Committee expressed
displeasure on the provision of wrong quota to the new companies by the M/o Religious Affairs
ignoring the high powered committee constituted by the Prime-Minister, Islamic Republic of
Pakistan.
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The Committee also unanimously decided to reject that list of 29 new companies and suggested
that M/o Religious Affairs have 40% Private Sector quota of 71684 pilgrims out of which 10%
quota of pilgrims should be decreased of those who has 150 pilgrims or more than it, which
becomes 7168 pilgrims whereas new tour operators should not be given quota of more than 50
pilgrims.

Matters regarding problems being faced by the Huijjaj who were travelling from Quetta by
Pakistan International Airline (PIA) were also discussed and the Committee decided that Civil
Aviation Authority would be called in its next meeting to discuss the future planning for Haijj
2018. The Committee recommended that Ministry of Religious Affairs and Inter-faith Harmony
will provide the details of last 03 years hardship Haij quota issued on the recommendations of
the Members of the National Assembly.The Committee considered “the National Commission
for Minorities Bill, 2015 (moved by Ms. Belum Hasnain, MNA)”, “the National Commission for
Minorities Bill, 2015 (moved by Mr. Lal Chand Malhi, MNA); and “the National Commission
for Minorities Bill, 2016 (moved by Mr. Sanjay Perwani, MNA” in detail. The Committee
constituted the sub-Committee under the Convener-ship of Mr. Ali Muhammad Khan, MNA to
consider the Bills and submit the report within 30 days.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND
TELECOMMUNICATION

# The Standing Committee on Information
Technology and Telecommunication met
04 times from 1% July, 2017 - 31*
December 2017.

| It was informed in the Committee that
| Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
7 g 2™ (PTA) had already established a Web
Analysis Cell where 25 personnel are working solely on identifying unlawful content on internet
including the blasphemous. In this regard, PTA blocked 12,977 URLs Blasphemous URLs and
more than 6000 complaints were reviewed and processed accordingly. Facebook has also
designated focal person to coordinate with PTA for prompt action against the reported material.
Facebook authorities reiterated their commitment towards removal/blocking of the blasphemous
and objectionable content and assured that they will improve the cooperation and response time.

It was also announced that the Special Communication Organization (SCO) was made part of
legislation through section 40 of Pakistan Telecom (Re-Organization) Act, 1996. Special
Communications Organization Notwithstanding anything contained in section 39, the telecom
services, within the Northern Areas and Azad Jammu & Kashmir shall be operated by the SCO
and the Authority shall issue a license to the organization accordingly.

The Committee also took up the TIP employees’ issues and directed that TIP employees’ issues
would also be taken on next meeting agenda. Further, the Committee directed Chairman, PTA to
launch public awareness through media that how we could get rid of from the curse of “Blue
Whale Game”.
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PICTURE GALLERY

Speaker NA Sardar Ayaz Sadiq scrutinizing the nomination Speaker NA Sardar Ayaz Sadiq scrutinizing the nomination papers of
papers of Mr. Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, MNA (PML-N), Sahibzada Tariq Ullah, MNA (JIP) candidate of Prime Minister in his
candidate of Prime Minister in his Chamber at Parliament Chamber at Parliament House on 31.07.2017

House on 31.07.2017

Speaker NA Sardar Ayaz Sadiq scrutinizing the nomination papers of Speaker NA Sardar Ayaz Sadiq scrutinizing the nomination papers of
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, MNA (AML) candidate of Prime Minister in Ms. Kishwer Zehra, MNA (MQM) candidate of Prime Minister in his
his Chamber at Parliament House on 31.07.2017 Chamber at Parliament House on 31.07.2017

14|Page NEWSLETTER 1°' July -31°" December 2017




o x5 »

Mn 1' i L nm

Newly _elected Prime Minister of Pakistan Mr. Shahid Khaqan Speaker of the National Assembly of Korea H.E. Mr. Chung Sye-
Abbasi addressing the National Assembly after his election as Kyun Signing the remarks on visitors book in Parliament House
Prime Minister. Speaker of the National Assembly of Pakistan, on 07-08-2017

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq presiding over the Session of the National
Assembly on 01.08.2017

Group photo of delegation from Provincial Assembly of
Balochistan headed by Speaker Balochistan Assembly
Ms. Rahila Hameed Khan Durrani with Speaker NA 04.10.2017
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq in Parliament House on 26.09.2017

Speaker NA Sardar Ayaz Sadiq along with Parliamentary
leaders addressing Press Conference at Parliament House on
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Acting Speaker NA Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi calling on Ambassador Republic of Bulgaria Mr. Roumen Pirontchev called
Governor Sindh Muhammad Zubair at Governor House, on Deputy Speaker NA, Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi at Parliament
Karachi on 07.07.2017 House on 18-10-2017

MNA/Chairman Syed Khursheed Ahmed Shah chairing the
meeting of Public Accounts Committee at the Parliament
House Islamabad on 19 December 2017

Deputy Speaker National Assembly, Mr. Murtaza Javed Abbasi
addressing the Conference Organized by Pakistan Disabled Foundation
in Connection with International White Cane Safety Day at Islamabad
on 14.10.2017
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