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PART I

Aats, ordinanccs, Prcsident's Orders strd Reguhliotrs

SEN.{TE SECRf,'TARIAT

Itlamobad, the ) l st .Uarch, 2017

No.E.g(,llr'20r6-L€gis. l'he lbllowin8 Act of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Pcrliarnent ) rece ired dre.sscnt oflhe Pre5ident on l7thMarch,20l7 ard is her€b)'
pub lished for general xr lbrmali,)n :-

ACT NO. Vr Or'20r?

wHFRr^s it is cxpedient to cstablish the Pakistan Nalioial Accrcditation
Counc;l for accrcd itatron o I Conform itv Assessment Bodies enablilg lhem to assure

thc qualit) ofproducE. seftices and managcmcnt s) stem in accordanie rvilh tle
intemarional andnational slandards forsustainable socio-economic dweloprncnt;

It is hereby cnacled as follows:

l. Shorl title, €xteol strd commetrceBert.-{ l) This Act may be

called the Paliistan NationalAccrcditation CouncilAcq 2017.

(s1)

[36](10l7)[.x. Gaz.l
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(2) It extendl to the wholeofPakistan

(3) It shall c{me into forE€ at once

2. Delinitions. In this Act, uless there is anylhing repuSnant in the
subjcq or coDtexL-

(a) *Bosrd" means the Board ofcovemors coostituted under section 7:

(b) "Chrirr,rn" means the Chairman ofthe Bosrd;

(c) "ConforEity A$ellrnent Body' means a body that performs
conformity assessment servic€s which may form the object of
accrcd ila tion;

(d) "Coutrci " means Pakistan NalionalAccreditation Ciouncil established
under se( don 3 :

(c) rDirector - Generrl' means lhe Dircclor-General of the Council:

(f) "Erecut ve Commilt.e' means the Committe€ conslituted under
section I l;

(g)'}lLA' means mDltilatera.l recognition arrangemcnts,

(h) (MRA' rhems mutual recotnition arranSements;

(i) "prsraribed- means as prescriH by rules made under this Act;
and

(i) "rules" neans rules mede under section 26.

(2) The Council shau tre a bcdy corporate having pcrpetual suc.ession
afld a com mon seal, w i ih pon€rs, subject (o the prov isions ofth is Act, to acqu irt and
hold property, and shatl by the said narne suc and be sued.

(3) The Headquarters of the Council shall b€ at Islamabad and il may,
witi tfie prior approva ofrhe Federal coremftent, s€t up oflices al otherplaces as
and whcn required.

3. Eshbli! hEetrt of the Council.-{ I ) On the cohmenc€ment of this
Act, Dere shall stand established a Council lo be known as PakistaD National
A€€rEditrtion Council.
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4. Functions of abe CouDcil.-'lle Council shall,-

(a) establish an intemationally recogn ized accreditation system;

(b) ma*e polici€s, schemes, procedurcs 6nd gui4clincs for provision of
accreditalion services in line with national and iniemational standards;

(c) provide traininS on accreditation standards to the Conformity
Assessment Bodies and olher stakeholders;

(d) aclredit the Conformity Assessm€nt Bodi€s;

(e) co-ordinale with National, R€Sional and lnlemational Orgar zatioos
for efrective implementation ofAccreditation System; and

(D perform any other function rclat€d to the accrcditation system.

5. Matr.gcmeEt of tha Courcil.-The manaSement of lho Council
shallcomprise,-

(a) Board ofGovemorsl

(b) Executiv€ Committee; and

(c) Direclor- General.

6. Borrd ofcovcrnors.-The general contol and superintendence of
the affairs of the Council shallvest in the Board.

7. Composition of lhc Borrd of Governorc.-{l) The Board of
covemors shall consisl of following:-

(a) Minister for Scicnce andTechnology Chai nah

(b) Secretary Science and'lechnology Division nce-Chaiman

(c) Secretary Commerce Division, or his nomtn(rc not Me het
. below the rank ofJoint Secretary.

(d) Secretary Industries Division, or his nominccnol Member
b€low the rank ofJoinl S€crelary.

(€) Secret ry National Food Sccurity and Research

Division, or his nominee not belowthe rankof
Joint Sccretary-
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(0 Secrebry National lleallh Services. Regulation
and Coordirlalion Division. orhis flominec Dol

below lhe rmk ofJoint Secrelary.

Me,nber(g) President Federation ofPakistan Chambers of
Commerce and [ndustry or his nominee.

(h) PresidenLs I'rovincial Chamber of Comrflerce fid Mcmbcr
Industry or their nom inees.

(D

(2)

8

(a)

Director-G,:neral. Menbet

The Direcl.rr-Gcneral shall also ect as lhc Secretorj,ofthe Board

Functions eDd poweB of the Board.-The Board shall,

reviewand lpprovc annua I and longterm plans, policies and schemes
oftheCouncil;

O) approvethe annual development and non-development budgels ofthe
Council;

(c) create, abolish or re-designate any post, or engage consultanls or experts
from time t,) time on such pay orremunemlion, otherallowances and
terms and conditions, as it may deem necessary for efficient
performanc: ofthe firnction s of the Counctl, and as may be prescribed;
and

(d) determrne r;ervice fee for the sen'ices rendered or offered by the
Council.

9. Tetms oI omce oI Eembers,-< I ) Save as hereinafter provided, a

person, who becomes or is nominated to be. a member by vinue ofhis holdlng an
ollce or appointment, sfall cease to be a member as and when he ccases lo hold
that office or appoinhnent.

(2) No actorproceeding of6c Board shallbc iovalid on thc ground only
of tle exislence ofa vacrncy in the Board.

(3) The Federa I Covemment may. by notification in the Official Gazette
increase or decrease the rumber ofmernbe.s of the Board.

10. M€ctingsoftho Bocrd.--{ l) Save as hercinaner pmvidcd, the Board
shall regulate lie pmcedrrre for its meetings.
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(2) Me€tings ofdE Board shall bc called by its Chairman and in his abs€nce

by th€ Vice-Chairman on such dates, time and places as he may deem fit, provided
hat at least one meeting shall be held in a calendar year.

(3) At least five members shall constitute quorum for a meeting o[ the
Board

(4) Each rne€ting ofthe Board shall be presided over by the Chairman
and, in his absence. by lhe Vicc-Chairman.

ll- ExccutiveCommitteeof thcBoad.--11)Notwithnandioganythin8
conlained in thisAc! the Executive Commrltee shalltalie decisions on behalfofthe
Board subject to ratificatiofl bv lhe Board al its meetin8 immediatsly following the
meelingofthe Execuliye Commirtee, unless otherwisc authorized by the Board.

(2) The Executive Committee shall comprise the following membcrs,
nalnely

(a) Dircctor-General Convener

(b) dealing officer not below thc rank ofJoint
Secretary ofdrc Division controlling the
subjcct mafler ofScicnce and TechnoloSy

(c) DcputyDirqctorCeneral,Council Menber

(l) Subject to the provisions oflhisAcl and rules made in this behalfand
such Eeneral or spec ia I d ircct;ons as may, from time to lime, be givcn by theBoard,
the Dxecutive Cornmittee shall deal rIith any mafter as authoriz€d by ihe Board.

12. Dire.tor Getrersl.{l) the F'edeml Govemmenl shall appoint a

Dircctor Geneml of lhe Council, for a tenn of fou. ycars, extendable fifther for
anothcr tem, on lerms and conditions as rnal be prcscribed.

(2) llle p€rson haling MS orMSc. dege€ in natural or phy sical sciences.

orcquivalent in cngineering sciences from HEC recogn izcd University, with at least

fiftecn years experience in ma[agement at top level position inciuding fivc years

expcrience in the field ofaccreditation. shallbeeligible to be appointed as Director-
General.

13. Powers atrd futrctions of the Dircclor-Gen€rrl.- (l) The
Dircctor-General. who shall b€ rie Chief Executive Officer of the Council, shall
work under thc gcneral policy guidelines of the Board and have such powers,
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functionsand duties as m.y be conferred upon or vested in him undcrthisAct. The
Dircclor-General shall.-

(a) develop pol cies and business plans relating to the operations oflhe
Council:

(b) supervise th: implementation ofthe policiesand thc procedures;

(c) approve lhc award ofaccreditation and use ofaccreditation mark;

(d) suspend, wrtidraw and or reduce scope of accrcdilation when an
acaredited Conformit) Assessment Body has persislenl ly lailed to meet
the requircments of accreditatio or to abide by the rules for
accrcdilalion:

(c) supervise the finanies ofthe Council;

(0 makc contrrctual arangements to undertale the functions ofthe
Council;

(g) propose norlination ofemplo)'ees up-to BPS - 2l or equivalent, for
for€ign trairings, seminars, work-shops, slmposi4 meetings etc., fior

_ approval by the competent tbra;

(h) plan and td€ measures lo cnhanc€ the scope oI accrcditation and
acquire MRA or MLA status on suih scop€;

(i) ensure pann:ipation in inlemational obligitory me€tings and traininBs;

0) ensurc thc p -otection of all asscr-s of the Counc il including intellectual
property asr ets;

(k) arrenge forirnual orany olher.eport ofthe Counoil as may be desired
by the Fede,al Govemment;

(l) identify arcas of strength and weakness and formulate remedial
p;ograms;a1d

(m) subject lo tt.e provisions of paraSraph (c) ofsectron t, appoint.such
officers. cor sult rts, expens, and employeesas may be nccessary for
theemcicnt pcrformance ot$c Council on such lermsand conditions
as may be F rescribed-
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(2) Thc Director-General may in generai or specific delegate his powers

to the committec or individuals as he may deem necessary.

14. Funds o[ the Council.-{l) The funds ofthe Council shall consist
of;

(a) grants made by the Federal Govcmment;

{b) tsranls from national and inremdtional aBcncies:

(c) funds generated through its own resources; and

(d) thc Funds Bhich shall stznd rdnsfened to the Council under paragraph

(a) of secrion 24.

(2) The Council shall not accept any financialsupport thal may affect the

impaniality and objectirenctr of the accrediration process.

I5. Budgel.nd accounts. {l) The Council shall, by such date and in

such form as may be prescrib€d. submit to the Govemment its budget, for each

financial yeal for approval.

(2) The Director-General shall, submit aflnual budget and accounts ofthe
Council, ro the Rodrd.

(3) The accounts of the Council shall be maintained in such form and
procedure as may be determined by the Govemmenl.

(4) lntemal audit ofthe accounts shall be conducted rcgularly once in a
year or sooner as and when deemed necessary by the Executive Committee,

(5) The audit€d accounts shall be finalized and laid before the Board as

soon as possible, but not later than one year, after close ofeach frnancial year.

(6) The accounts ofthe Council shall be audited by the Aud itor-General
ofPakistan.

16. Grant of accredilatiotr.-(1) 'Ihe Council shall complete the

assessment process ofa Conformiry Asscssment Body and make a decisionwhether
or not to grant accreditation withinthe prescrrbed time.

(2) The Council shatl grant and renew ac$editation to a Confomity
Asressmeni Body on succe\.ful complelion oI assessment process and authorLe

thc use of mark offie Council.
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17. Prohibition of improp€r use of marks.{l ) No person shall in
rclstionto any article, product, process or scrvicc or in any tradenrark or dcsign, use

tleCouncil's ma* to gi!e that impression, except undera valid rcgislralion cetlificate
issued by rhe Council or its alnho.ity.

(2) Subjecl to s€ction 18, any Frson ora group whocortrayenes pmvision
of suFsectiofl (1) shall )e liable for punishmenl by the coun lo the cxtent tha.t any
financialgain rn respect ofwhich the conlravention is establishcd shall be forfeited
to theCouncil.

.18. Putrirhmrnt for impropcr usc ofcouncil mark {l) Any person
who contravetres tie pn )visions of scctior I 7 shall, il rdditiot) ro lhe p unishment
lpcc ified under suEsec ion (2 ) of s€ctior I 7, be punishable \r ith im p risonmeol of
eilher description for a I rrm which mav cxtcnd toone year. or with a fine e(ending
uplo onemillion rupces butshallnotbe less than one hundred lhorrsand rupees. or
with both.

(2) A Court convicting a pe.son under this sec1ion nlr), direct that any
anicles in resildt of\I rich the contravention wLs nlrJe shall be fofeited to the
Covernment.

19. Cogtrizance of oflenc€ by courts.-No coufl ifiluior to that of a

Magistrate ofthe Fi.st (llass shall try ary ofrence pu ishablc under thisAcl.

20. Appe!|.-{ l) Any person aggrieved bv an,rrder passed undcrsections
l7 and lE may prefer al appeal to lhe Court ofScsiirrDs wrthin thirly da\,s ofthe
dale ofthe order

(2) The app€rrl shall be presented in such form and manner and within
sllch time and on paym )nt ofsuch fe€ ,s may b€ frescrib€d.

(3) TheCourt ofScssions shall, in dcaling wirh appeals undcr djis sechoD,

follow the procedurc sp( c ified in the Code otC riminal Proced urc. I 89E ( V of I 898).

21. Submisirrn of rcpofts,ctc-The Council shallsubmifto the Fe&I.al
Govemment, at such tiDe and at such intervals ss the Fedeml Govcmment mav
speciry,

(a) annual rcr,orts oI| the working offie Council;

(b) such peri(dical reports and summaries as may be rcqurrcd by 6e
Federal G,)vemlhmt;



PArir NIE GAZI]TTEOF PAKISTAN, EXTRA,, MARCH 2I,2OI? 59

(c) such periodicalietums, accounts, slatemcnls and stalistics as may be

rcquired by thc Fcdcral Govemment;

(d) informa ion and comments asked for by the l'edeml Govemmenl on
any spe( ific point;

(€) copies ofthe documents required by the Federal Govemment; and

(f) original ,iocumens rcquirul by tie Federa I Govemment for e\afiination
or any other purpose.

22. Directi',es Irom the Federcl Governsrcnt.-The Council shall
follow and carry out allsuch directives and orders issued by the Federal Govemmcnt
in writing, as may be issued from time to time, as il may consider necessary for
carrying out die purposes ofthisAct.

23. [mplo) e€ ofth€ Coutrcil to be public servrDts.-The employees
of the Council shall, ,!r'hen acting or purportinB to 6ct in pursuance of any of the
provisions ofthis AcL be deemed to be public servants wi$in the meaning ofsection
2l ofthe Pakistan Pe,lal Code (XLV of 1860).

24 Srvingrt.-tjpon the commencement of this Act, the National
Accreditalion Council eslablished v,ze Ministry of Science and Technology's
Notification No. i(99'y97-S.O (T) NAC, daled the 5th March, t99t, shall sland

d issolvcd ahd upon su )h d issolutiorl-

(a) al I asser j, rights, powers, authorities, priv ileges and propenv, movable

and imr rovablc. cash and bank balance, rcserve funds' inveslments
and all o thcr inlerEsts ard rights in, liabilitEs ard obligations of whetevcr

kind of t he Counc il subsisting immediately before its dissolution shall

stand trirnsfered to and vest in the Courrcrl;

(b) all emplryeesof theCouncrl shall, nolwilhslandingaJt,'lhingcont!ined
inany law, anv aSreemen! deed. document or otier insEument, strrd
t_ansfer.ed to the Council in accordarce with the present tenDs and

conditi( ns ofthe sen'icc applicable to thcm, and no officer or olh€r
employ:e whose services are so transfered shall be enritled to any
oompensation &cause of such rransfer:

Pr )vided that a.n inevocable option shall be given to the employees
ofthc Cruncillo opt eitherto retain the sratus and terms and condition
which r rey have as civil servanrs or to opl lo the employment of the
Co(lrrcil
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Provided funher that those who opl lo continue as crvil servants
shall conrinue as such in the manner prescribed;

(c) all debts and obligations incurred or contmcts entered inro or rights
acquired and allmatters and things en8aBed to be done by, withor for
the Council established under the rcsolurionb€fore itsdissolution shall
be deemed to have bccn incurred, entered into, acquired or.cngaged
to be done by. with or for rhe Council:

(d) all su its and other lega I pr()ceedings instituted by or against the Counc il
cstablished ullder lhe rcsolution, before ils dissolution shall he de€med
to bc suils and pro.eedings by or against the Council and may be dealt
with accordingly; and

(e) allactions done by the Council before the commencement ofthisAct
shall bt de€med to be done under this Act.

25. Acl to overrid€ rll olhcr lans.-The provisions of this Act shall
ovefiide allother la\I's for the time being in force.

26. Pow€rlo Eake rulcs.--The Federal Govcmmmtmay, by notification
in rhc omcial Caz€tte, mal(e rules, for carrying out lhe purposes ofthis Act.

27. Rellroval ofdimculty. -lf any difficulty arises in giving cffect !o
any ofthe pmvisions ofthisAc! the Federal Covemmontmay male such order, trot

'nconsistent 
rl il h lhe provisions ofthis Ac! as it may appear il to be necessary or

oxpedient for the purpos€ ofremovinS suchdifficulty:

Provided lhat no such po*cr shall be cxercised after the expiry of two
lcars from the commencement ofdris Act.

AMJED PERVDZ,
Secretar!,

pRrNlED BY Tlt! MANAGER, PRINTNC CORmRATTON Of PAXISIAN PRqSS, |SL{MADAD
I'UI]IISIIID EYIHE DEPI]TY O)NTAOLTFR, STAIIONERY  }ID IORMS, UNI\7ER TTY ROAD. XARACI{I


