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The Porlioment or its Houses express their opinion on importonl
issues, mofters of sufficient pu blic inlerest or the breoch of privilege either o{ o
member orthe House or o Commitlee thereof through Motions. A brief
occou nt o{ vo rious types of Moiions is g iven below.

Motion of Thanks on President's Address

The President moy oddress eiiher House or bolh Houses of Porliomeni
ossembled togelher in eoch porliomeniory yeor in occordonce with Article
56.

On o Motion of Thonks moved by Minister for Porliomentory Af{oirs
ond seconded by ony Minisler or member, bolh lhe Houses, in their seporole
sittings, discuss ihe motters referred to in the Presideni's oddress. The scope of
discussion on ihe oddress is very wide ond members ore free lo speok on o
voriety of issues, boih nolionol ond internolionol. The Speoker ollots time to
members {or debote on lhe Motion of Tho nks.

Before ihe Assembly commences or continues discussion on ihe
President's Address, o Government Bill or oiher business o{ formol chorocler
moy be lronsocled, bul no Adiournmenl Molion sholl be token up during the
discussion. (Rule 66)

A Minisler, whelher he hos previously token port in lhe discussion or
not, hos o generol righl of defending the Government, under rule 65, ond
rebutting points roised during lhe discussion in oddilion lo his righl lo reply ot
the end of the discussion. Thereofter,lhe Moiion ofThonks is put to vote o{the
House.

The Presidenl moy olso send o messoge to eilher House of the
Porliomenl underArticle 56{2). The Speoker, on receipt, reods the messoge to
the House ond gives necessory direciions wilh regord to lhe procedures for
considerolion of lhe required motter. (Ru le 67)

Question of Privilege

Afler the disposol of leove opplicotions, o member moy, with lhe
consenl of the Speoker, roise o queslion involving o breoch of privilege either
of o member or of lhe Assembly or of o Committee ihereof in'the monner
prescribed in rules 95 lo I 0l .



A member who wishes lo roise o queslion of privilege should give o
notice in wri'ting to the Secrelory before the commencemenl of the sifling on
the doy he inlends lo roise the quesiion. However, in cose of urgency, lhe
Speoker moy ollow it lo be roised ol ony time during lhe course of o sitting
ofter lhe disposo I of questions.

lf the Speoker holds lhe motion in order, lhe Assembly moy consider
ond decide o question of privilege or moy re{er it {or report to ihe Committee
on Rules of Procedure ond Privileges. lf o mo'fion to lhot effecl is moved ond
odopied by the House, the House decides whelher o breoch of the privilege,
os olleged in the moiion, hos occurred or not.

Adjournment Motion

Wifh Speoker's consent, o member moy move o molion, under rule,l09, 
for odiournmenl of the normol business of lhe House lo discuss o

definite motter of urgenl public importonce. An Adjournmeni Moiion is,

ordinorily, odmissible if il roises on issue of urgent public imporionce, reloles
substoniiolly lo one definite issue, is restricled to o motter of recent
occurrence ond sotisfies such o'ther conditions os ore loid down in rule I I l

Discussion on Matters of Public lmportance

Before loking up losl Colling Atten'tion Noiice, lhe Speoker moy ollot
losi holf on hour of o sifting on privole members' doy for roising discussion on
o motter of urgent public importonce, including motters which hove been the
subieci of o recen't q ueslion.

The Speoker deiermines the odmissibiliiy of eoch Adiournmenl
Molion. lf the Speoker is of the opinion ihot ihe motter proposed lo be
discussed is in order, he sholl osk wheiher lhe member hos the leove of ihe
House to move the molion; ond, if objeciion is loken, he sholl requesl the
members in {ovour of the leove being gronled lo rise in their seots. lf less ihon
moiority of the members present rises, lhe Speoker sholl inform lhe member
thot he does not hove the leove of lhe House, but i{ moiority o{ the members
present rises, the Speoker sholl onnounce thol leove is gronted ond lhen,
under rule 'l 13, the motion is ioken up before lhe losi Colling Attention
Noiice {or discussion for nol more'thon two hours on such doy, wiihin the
some session, os the Speoker moy fix. However, under rule I 'l 7, lhe time for
eoch members speech should not exceed I0 minutes in durolion.



A member who wishes lo roise o motter, is required, u nder rule 87, to
give nolice in writing lo lhe Secretory three doys in odvonce of lhe doy on
which the motter is desired lo be roised. The nolice should briefly specify the
poinl or points helshe wishes lo roise ond should be occomponied by on
explonoiory note sloiing ihe reoson for roising discussion on the motfer.

Rule 88 conloins provision for o Colling Atlention Nolice to drow the
ottenlion of o Minister towords ony motter of urgenl public imporlonce.
Through ihis nolice, ony member con requesl o Minister thol he should poy
ottention to o porliculor motter of nolionol importonce ond ioke necessory
steps. This noiice should be given in writing'to Secrelory one doy before ihe
doy on which the notice is lo be considered.

No member con give more thon one colling ottenlion noiice for ony
sitting. Furlher, nol more lhon two such motters con be roised ol the some
sitting. ln lhe eveni of more ihon one motter being presenled for the some
doy, priority is given to the motter which, in lhe Speoker's opinion, is more
u rgenl ond imporlonl.

On ihe oppointed doy, with the Speoker's permission, lhe member
presents ihe motler before lhe House to which ihe relevont Minisler gives his
onswer in lhe shope of o brief stotement or osks for lime lo moke o siolemenl
ol o loter hour or dole.

Resolutions

The Porlioment or ils Houses often express lheir opinion or moke
recommendolions or convey o messoge on some definite importonl issue in
ihe form of resolutions. Through ils resolutions, somelimes, ihe House
commends, urges or requesis on oclion or colls otlenlion lo o motter or
siluoiion for considerolion by ihe Governmeni. Under rule 157 ony member
or o Minisler moy move o resolution reloting to o motler of generol public
interest.

Withoul o {ormol motion or voting, the member, who hos given
notice, mokes o short slolemenl ond the Minisier concerned furnishes reply.

Calling Attention Notice



However, os per rule I 60, o resolulion must relole io subslontiolly one
definite issue, which is primorily the concern of lhe Governmenl or in which
lhe Governmen'i hos substontiol finonciol interesl.

Under rule 'l 58, in the cose of o privole resolution, seven doys nolice
hos to be given whereos in lhe cose of o resolulion, moved by the Minister,
three doys noiice is required. The resoluiions ore set down on ihe Orders of
the Doy ofter delermining lheir priority by bolloling. A lime limit is {ixed {or
eoch speech on o resolution.

Rule l6l vests in lhe Speoker the ouihority lo decide oboui the
odmissibility of o resoluiion. However, if lhe member in whose nome o
resoluiion sionds in lhe Orders of the Doy is obsenl, under rule 162(2),lhe
resolulion sholl be dropped.

Classification

The resoluiions moy be clossified into four colegories on lhe bosis of
who moves them in the Assembly or lheir consliiulionol posilion. The iypes of
resolutions ore:

'l . Government Resolutions: When o resolulion is moved by o Minisler, il is

often colled o resolulion of lhe Government.
2. Private Members' Resolutions: A resoluiion which is moved by o member,

otherthon o Minister, is colled o privote member's resolution.
3. Resolutions not mentioned in the Constitution: Often referred 1o os

non-stotulory resolulions, these resolutions ore moved eilher by o
member or o Minisler on o motler of generol public inierest ond
imporlonce. These resolulions o re deoh wilh underrules 157 to 1 69.

4. Resolutions mentioned in the Constitution: A resolution, given notice of by
o Member/Minister, in pursuonce of o provision of ihe Consiituiion is

colled o conslitulionol Resolulion. Resolulions mentioned in the
Constilulion include: Resolulion for lhe removol or impeochmeni of lhe
President (Arlicle 47), resolution for vote of confidence in the Prime
Minisier (Article 9l (7)), resolulion for vole o{ no-confidence ogoinsi the
Prime Minisler (Article 95), resolulion for removol of Speoker (Article
53(7)(c), resolulion for the disopprovol of Ordinonces (Article 89),
resolulion for ihe opprovol of o Proclomolion of emergency (Article 232)
Rules l70to I 74 deolwilh these resolul;ons.



+
I

-a

..; .t

;

_4,

I!l

li

-rs!I!

t

I
*

t,r

Ei.I
-l

rE

=-

"t ii'\ t'- ,i7a,"n,dit

I 'l

I


