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The Notionol Assembly conduc'ts its business under relevonl
provisions of lhe Conslitulion ond the'Rules of Procedure ond Conduct o{
Business in the Notionol Assembly, 2OO7 .' An obridged version o{ some of
lhe selected Rules, governing the summoning, prorogolion, quorum ond
sittings of lhe House is given belowfor introduciion ot o glonce.

Summoning and Prorogation

The Presidenl, from time io time, summons ei'ther House or both lhe
Houses of Po rlio ment u nder Article 54 (1 ) of the Consiilution. However, on o
requisition mode by ol leost one-fourlh of the lotol membership of the
Assembly, the Speoker con olso, under Article 5a(3), summon the Notionol
Assembly. Only Speoker con prorogue ihe House summoned by him. On
summoning of ihe session, in either cose,lhe Secrelory couses o noiiiicotion
to be published in the Gozette stoling the dote, lime ond ploce of the
meeiing. Summoning of lhe Assembly sessions is olso onnounced over lhe
rodio/[V ond in ihe Press. Likewise, o noiificolion with regord to prorogolion
of theAssembly is olso pu blished in lhe Gozefle.

Eoch session of ihe Nolionol Assembly slorts from the dole of
commencement of its first sitting ond concludes when the House is

prorogued by ihe President or lhe Speoker, os the cose moy be. The sessions
ore given conseculive numbers.

Seating

The members, os per rule 8, sit in the Assembly Chomber in such
order os ihe Speoker moy delermine. Eoch member is ollotted o porticulor
seol number. The Treosury Benches ore seoted on ihe righi hond side while
lhe Opposilion Benches ore seoted on lhe left hond side oflhe Speoker.

Days of Sitting

Under Article 54(2J ol ihe Consliiulion, ii is mondolory for ihe
Noiionol Assembly lo hold ot leost lhree sessions ond further to meel for nol
less then 130 doys in eoch porliomenlory yeor. ln oddilion, more thon 

,120

doys should not inlervene between ihe lost sitling of lhe Assembly in one
session o nd lhe dole oppointed for iis firsl sitting in lhe nexl session.



Quorum

Under rule 5, if ot ony lime during o sitting oi the Notionol Assembly,
ihe otteniion of lhe choirperson is d rown lo lhe foct thot less 'tho n one-fourlh
of the lotol membership of ihe Assembly is preseni, he either suspends ihe
business of the Assembly unlil ot leosi one-fourlh of such membership is

presenl, or couses the bells io be rung {or five minutes. But, i{ no quorum is

ovoiloble even on resumplion o{ ihe proceedings ofter suspension, or when
lhe bells slop ringing, he odiourns lhe sit'ting for the next working doy.

At lhe commencement of eoch porliomenlory yeor, the Government
is required, under rule 46, to provide'to'the Speoker o colendor of sessions
for ihe ensuing porliomentory yeor. The Secretory {orthwith circuloles the
colendor omongst lhe members.

Classes of Business

Rule 50 divides business of ihe Assembly under iwo heods viz

Government business ond Privote members' business.

Sittings and Business

As regords lhe summoning of sessions, the President, on ihe odvice
of ihe Prime Minisler, summons lhe Assembly to meet, os for os procticol, in
keeping wilh ihe doies mentioned in ihe colendor. However, the President
moy, if odvised by the Prime Minisler, summon lhe Assembly to meel on o
dole differenl from lhol menlioned in the colendor. The rule, however, does
noi limii the power of lhe Speokerto summon o requisitioned session of lhe
Assemblylo meel ol ony time in occordonce wiih lhe Conslilulion.



Government business

Private members' business

li includes Bills, resolutions, omendmenls ond olher molions
introduced or initioled by o member olher thon o Minisler (Privote Member).
A privole member con introduce o Bill, including consiilutionol
omendmenls, ofter giving to lhe Secretory len cleor doys writlen nolice of his
inlention lo do so. The nolice hos to be occomponied by lhe Bill, logelher
with lhe Stolemeni of Obiects ond Reosons, in triplicote, signed by lhe
member. After scrutiny os to whelher it conforms lo ihe consiituiionol ond
other mondotory requirements, the Bill is lisled for introduction ond ii is set
down in the Orders of the Doy for o doy meonl for Privole members
business.

Excepl Tuesdoy, when privote members' business hos precedence,
Governmenl business is lronsocled on oll oiher doys of the week, os per
provisions oi rule 5,l. However, o Government Bill of urgenl noture con be
iniroduced on privote members doy os o losl item of Orders of lhe Doy. ln
cose'there is no sitting on Tuesdoy, privole members'business sholl hove
precedence on lhe nexl working doy. lf ony Tuesdoy is ollotted by the
Speoker for lhe presenlolion of ihe Budgei or for ony sioge of the Budgel,
lhen he is required lo set oporl some olher doy, in Iieu of such Tuesdoy, for
privote members' business.

li includes Government Bills, resolutions, omendments ond other
motions inlroduced or inilioied by o Minisier. A Minisler con introduce o Bill,
ofter giving o written notice, occomponied by o copy of lhe Bill ond o
Siolemeni of Obiecis ond Reosons, signed by him, lo lhe Secrelory. The
inlroduction of the Bill is ordinorily included in the Orders of lhe Doy for o
doy ollotted for Governmenl business.



Other Business

The Moilis-e-Shooro (Porliomenl), under Anicle 144 (1) of the
Conslitulion, con by low regulo'te ony motter not enumeroled in either Lisl in
the Fourlh Schedule if one or more Provinciol Assemblies poss resolutions
osking lhe Moilis-e-Shooro (Porlioment) to poss on Act for reguloting lhoi
motter. But such Acl con be omended or repeoied by lhe Acl of Assembly os
of the Province lo which il opplies.

Adicle 237 empowers the Porlioment lo moke ony low indemnifying
ony person in lhe service of the Federol Government or o Provinciol
Government or ony other person, in respecl of ony ocl done in connection
with lhe moinlenonce or restorotion of order in ony oreo in Pokision.

The recommendotions of lhe Noiionol Finonce Commission (NFC)
ond lhe reporls of ihe Council of lslomic ldeology (Cll) ore olso iobled in lhe
Notionol Assembly for d iscussion. The Assembly moy, by resolulion, express
ils opinion or moke ony observolion or recommendolions on NFC ond Cll
reports, lhol is, reports under Article 160(5): rule 176 ond Arlicle 230 (4):
rule 179 respectively.

Orders ofthe Day

The NotionolAssembly business is tronsocled, os per rule 57, in the
order in which it oppeors on 'the Orders of lhe Doy.

The Secrelory prepores the Orders of ihe Doy ond mokes iis copy
ovoiloble for use of every member ond ony olher person entilled under lhe
Constitution io speok or porticipoie in the proceedings. He orronges lhe
Government business in such order os the Minisler for Porliomeniory Affoirs
iniimoies o doy before the commencement of the sitting. The reloiive
precedence of privole members Bills is determined by bolloi ot leosi five
doys prior io the doywilh reference'to which lhe bollot is held.
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